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| TO 
Primitive Chettianity veviv’d, 


“HE Affertions contain’d both in my Efzy 
: on the Apoftolical Conftitutions, and in my 
eB Account of the Primitive Faith, to fay no- 
be. thing here concerning the Differtation on 
the Epiftles of Ignatius, are fo ftrange, and fo con- 
trary to the general Belief of Chriftians in thefe lat- 
ter Ages, ‘that it will not be improper to give fome 
Account by what Methods, and on what Occafions 
the feveral Particulars were difcover’d, and the whole. 
brought to its prefent State. For tho’ the One vindi- 
cates an Original Divine and Sacred Book of our Re- 
ligion ; and the Other contains, the Original Divine 
and Sacred Doétrines of thé fame ;. both which uni 
verfally obtain’d in the firft and pureft Ages of the 
Gofpel ; yet are thefe things now fo furprizing to 
the Ears of moft Chriftians, even of the moft learned 
themfelves, chat they do not know how to believe 
the former to be other than a {purious or grofly in- 
terpolated Work, and fo not worthy of any great 
Value or Confideration among us ; or the latter to 
be any thing elfe than wild and dangerous Paradoxes, 
or rather bold and pernicious Herefies. Now, .that the 
Readey may come a little vie prepar’d to the eae 
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ufal of thefe Papers, and be at leaft fatisfy’d in my 
Care, Honefty, and Sincerity in this whole Manage- 
ment, I fhall here faithfully fer down the Hiftory and 
Occafions of thofe Writings, and of the feveral main 
Circumftances thereto belonging ; fo far as my Me- 
mory, or the Original Papers now by me can enable 
me to doit. The Reader is therefore to know that 
about the Month of February, 1703. I was-defird by 
a Friend or two to draw up fuch a Method, or Di- 
rections for the Study of Divinity, as 1 usd in Converfa- 
tion to propofe to them and others, as the only way 
for the Union of Chriftians, and the Reftauration of 
the Primitive Faith and Practice. ‘This I confented 
to ; and that the rather becaufe I was then at liberty 
from thofe Le@ures of Mr. Boyle's Foundation, which 
I had been engag’d in the foregoing Year, When I 
was drawing up thofe Papers, I enlarg’d in my firft 
Draught more particularly upon one great Advan- 
tage of that MethodI then propos’d, viz. hat it 
would make us diftinguifh between the Articles of 
the Chriftian Faith, efpecially that of the ever-blef- 
fed Trinity, fo far as ic was really'a part of our Reli- 
gion, and believ’d by the firft Chriftians, and fo far 
as later Inferences and Explications had been ice 
added to it. And in thofe firft Papers, [ had given 
fome Account, how far I apprehended that Doctrine 
to be True and Genuine; and how far Modern, and 
of Mens devifing. In fhort, [ therein plainly own’d 
that the Original Doétrine in that important Matter 
was very different from the common Opinion, and 
was moft certainly nearer that of the Arians, than of 
the Athanafians, and prefent Orthodox: Tho’ I had 
not then examin’d the Matter fo exaély as to know 
whether the Dodtrine of that Part of the Church, 
which was call’d Arian in the fourth Century, (for 
thofe I always mean by the Arians 3; not Arias himfelf 
only, with a few of his particular Followers, ) was 
intirely the {ame as to this Point, with chat deliver'd 
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and believ’d in the firft times of the Gofpel, or not. 
When I had drawn up this Advice for the Study of Dj- 
vinity, (which has been fince in part made publick; ) 
and began to {peak of it to fome Friends, and freely 
to declare my Thoughts about the Do@rine of the 
Trinity, I was immediately made fenfible what a 
nice Point I was engag’d in; and what a noife, and 
buitle, and odium, and perhaps Perfecution, I fhould 
raife againft my felf, if I venturd to talk and pring 
at that rate ; and how Land my Family would pro- 
bably be ruin’d by fuch a Procedure. As to my own 
worldly Intereft, and that of my Family, I very well 
knew the Duty of a Chriftian ; and all along firmly 
refolv’d that fuch Arguments fhould have no Influence 
upon me, nor in the leaft difcourage me from Speak- 
ing and Writing the Truths of Chri Fefas, when 
upon a through-Examination I found chem tobe fuch, 
Elowever, the Confideration of the Importance of 
the Subje&, of the deep Prejudices of the prefent 
Age, and of the great Care I ought to take, and fure 
Ground I ought to go upon in Points of this Na- 
ture ; and withal the Confcioufnefs that my prefent 
Thoughts were taken up, rather from my former 
gradual and occafional Obfervations in the Hol 
Scriptures, and in the moft antient Writers, than 
from a direé& and particular Examination of this dj- 
ftin& Subje& in both, made me refolve to fatisfy 
my felf ftill more auchentickly, and on fet purpofe 
to re-examine the whole Matter; not in the modern 
Books of Controverfy, (that grand Method o Impofition 
on the Chriftian World) ; but, as before, in the Books of 
the New Teftament, and in all the moft antient ge- 
nuine Monuments of our Religion now extant ; that 
fo afterwards I might either go on with Affurance, 
if I fhould find my former Opinions fully ccnfirm’d, 
or elfe might meddle no farther, in cafe I thould fee 
Reafon but to doubt concerning the Meaning of the 
original Dodtrines of Chriftianity, as to thefe Mat- 
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ters; fiill,all the way, refolving with my felf not to 
make ufe of any vain Deductions or Philofophick 
Reafonings in {uch facred Points of reveal’d Reli- 
sion, but exaély and fingly to be guided by the 


@> 


Original Teftimonies, and determin my Faith and Pra- 
Gice asa Chriftian by them, and them only ; and at 
the fame time refolving, as much as pofhible, to 
keep clear from the modern Writers, and the darling 
Notions of any Church or Party whatfoever ; that 
fo my Mind might not be at all prepoflefs'd or by- 
afsd by them. And all this I did as in a Point of 
sreat Confequence, with all potfible Honeity and 
Sincerity of Mind, and hearty Prayers to God, that 
T might not be deceiv'd my felf, nor become the 
Caufe of deceiving his Church in any thing, by my 
Enquiries or Opinions. In this manner, and with 
thefe Refolutions and Defigns, I ran over, on pur- 
pote, the New Teftament, as now own'd for Cano- 
tical among us, twice ; ,to collect all the remark- 
able Texts belonging to this Matter. And in the 
fame manner did I again read over all the known 
Catholick Books and Fragments, till near-the con- 
clufion of the fecond Century, to collect all the 
next moft antient Teftimonies relating to the fame 

Subject ; having lil], in a Paper, by me, Heads for 

both Sides of the feveral Queftions, pro and con, all 
the way. Nay, that 1 might be fecure of not omit- 

ting any Teftimonies for modern Orthodoxy, I fo far 

difpensd with my propofed Method, as to run over 

Bifhop Rall’s celebrated Work of this Nature ; and to 

examine his Teftimonies by the Originals them- 

(elves, for more compleat Satisfaction. But about 

the time of my entring on this laft particular Exa- 

mination, I light upon a very ftrange and furprizing 

Book, I mean the Learned Mr. Brock- 
leshy’s Gofpel Theifm: where cafting my 
Eye on a certain Place, I met with 
this Affertion, which was then to me very new and 
hie Vala furpri~ 
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{urprizing, viz. “ That Chrift had so human or ra- 
“* sional Soul diftinct from the Logos ; but that at the 
** Incarnation the Logos fupply’d the place of fuch 
“a Soul. This Arian or Apollinarian Notion, as I 
afterward found it to be, tho’ rather hinted at by 
him, than fully purfu’d, appear’'d to me exceeding 
confiderable, and of the utmoft confeqnence to the 
right Underftanding thofe truly Chriftian Myfteries 
of the Incarnation and Sufferings of the Son of God: 
and I immediately perceiv’d that, if it prov’d true, 
it would give the greateft Light poffible, not to thofe 
Points only, but to the intire Subject I was then a- 
bout ; fo [refolvd to be very Curious in my Ob- 
fervations as to that Matter in the antient Tefti- 
monies. Accordingly, I exa&ly noted the feveral 
Paffages hereto relating, as I went along, and ge- 
nerally found them favourable to that Notion; info- 
much that I began to be not a little fecure of the 
Truth of it: till coming to Fuftin Martyr, 1 found 
him exprefly afferting, That the intire Perfon of 
Chrift included a Just, as well as the 
abyos, and a cua, a Souk, as well as the 
Divine Nature, and a Body; which Affertion I then 
did not know how to reconcile with the foregoing 
Opinion, as having yet no Notion of any more than 
two Parts, a Soul and a Body, in human Nature, ac- 
cording to our prefent Philofophy. But when, up- 
on the Examination of that Matter, I found that the 
antient Opinion was always, that Man was pecu- 
liarly compofitum animal, or a Being that contain’d 
more Parts than Brutes, as having befides the grofs 
Body, and its uy or fenfirive Soul, a aveiua, a ratio- 
nal Soul or Spiric beftow’d upon him from above, to 
be the 73 synuovmsy, the Governor of the reft, I found 
Fuftin’s Tettimony not to imply what it feem’d to do 
before, but that it well agreed with the foregoing 
Notion. Nay, what was the principal Thing of all, 
upon the perufal of a noble Fragment of this Au- 
A thor, 
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Tom, TY. S88. 19, thor, De Refurreétione, in Dr. Grabe's 
pligtprdy, Spicilegium, I found that the very 
fame Fuftin, who affirm’d, That 

Chrift in his intire Perfon did include the asyor, @ 
sul, and a osyg, did as exprefly affirm, That Man 
does include juft the fame Number of Parts, a 
avevua, Antu, and a edye and that by confequence, 
the adgs in Chrift, fupply’d the place of the ovetpe, 
or rational Soul in Man, without any other rational 
Soul at all, exaétly according to the other Teftimo- 
‘Ad Philad. sone, DCS. 1 found alfo that Ignatius, in 
his larger Epittles, was exprefly of 

the fame Opinion ; and that Athanafius himfelf, in 
his Book De Incarnatione Verbi, written before the A- 
rian Controverfy, appears ever to have entertain’d no 
other Notion of that Matter. And indeed, I can- 
not but look on this Difcovery as one of the moft 
certain,.and moit important of all others; efpeci- 
ally as to the Points I was engag’d in, the Trinity 
and Incarnation. But to go on with my Narrative. 
When I had made my felf an Index or Collection of 
the Places where the moft material Paflages relating 
to thefe Points were to be found, and had .obferv’d 
all along my Reading, that the Teftimonies for 
Arianifm were vaftly {uperior in Number, Plainnefs, 
and Antiquity, to thofe which are commonly fup- 
posdto be for the Athanafan Doétrine,. I went to 
London, on purpofe, to fhew my Papers to, and con- 
verfe with fome worthy and learned Perfons of my 
Acquaintance there ; who, as 1 knew, did already 
ihrewdly fufpe&, if not know, that Part, at! leaft; 
of the common Notions now current, were un- 
grounded and falfe ; and were willing to examine, 
and be affur’d, what were really the genuine Do- 
ctrines of Chriftianity in thefe Matters. Upon 
this I was advis’d to take the Pains to tranfcribe 
thole ‘Teftimonies themfelves at large, which I be- 
jore did only rsefer to; and was then Sci a 
air 
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fair Examination and Corre@ion of my Papers, 
when they fhould be fent up in a manner fit for the 
ame. Upon my return to Cambridge, I fet my felf 
immediately to perform my Promife, and wrote out 
above a thoufand Texts and Teftimonies at large ; 
and afterwards, ina fecond Copy, added feveral 
Notes for farther Tuftration, and very much alfo 
for the obviating thofe falfe Reafonings ‘or Colours 
which Bifhop Bull had advanc’d: And nowit was, 
andindeed not till now, that I had all my Evidence 
atonce before me, and that I was able to affirm, 
and affuredly pronounce, that the Arian Dodtene was 
in thefe Points moft certainly the Original DoGrine 
of Chrift himfelf, of his Holy: Apottles, and of the 
moft Primitive Chriftians : That that fort of Eternity 
of the Son of God, of which fome of the Fathers 
began to {peak toward the latcer Part of the fecond 
Century after Philofophy was come intothe Church, 
and of which the moft doubt might arife, ( the reft of 
the Particulars being almoftindifputable : ) was plain- 
ly, not, as we have been made to believe of late, 4 
real exiftence, asofa Son properly coeternal with his 
Father, by a true Eternal Generation ; but rather a Me- 
taphyfick exiftence, in potenti, or in the like higher and 
fublimer Manner im the Father, as his Wi/dom ot 
Word, before his real Creation or Generation : (Forboth 
thofe Words are frequent in the earlieft Writers : ) 
Which real Creation or Generation was then ever fup- 
pos’d a little before the Creation of the World : That 
accordingly, the Council of Nice itfelf eftablth’d no 
other Eternity of our Saviour, as all che Original 
Tettimonies do fhew. And, by the way, upon my 
asking the very learned Dr. Grabe,whether that fcem- 
ing Eternity of the Son of God, of which fome of the 
Antients {peak, was not prior to his Creation or Ge- 
neration ? He readily own’d thatit was fo: And acs 
cordingly had no other way to fupport the ordinary 
Notions, but by faying that by this Creation or Gene- 
A 4. ration 
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ration Of Chrift was only meant his Emiffion, or Pro- 
ceeding out of God his Father, and conde{cending to 
create the World; as Bifhop Bull and 

Defenf. Syn, Ni- Dr. Cave are alfo forc’d to fuppofe. 
cen. Se#MULCap.9- pon which I could not but. think, 
5 ge that if our beft Writers for Ortho- 
vol, WI. Diffirt. 3. TOXY have nothing but fuch poor, 
p. 65. 6. @ unintelligible, 111 Grounded Evafions 
Y as thefe to fupport their Faith with- 

al, ’tis high time to lay them all afide; and to have 
our Recourfe to the Original Primitive Texts and 
Teftimonies themfelves for Satisfaction. However, 
I then alfo obferv’d, that Philofophical Notions, de- 
rivd generally from the antient Hereticks, and pro- 
pagated in the Weft, and at Rome, and thence to 
Alexandria, and the Eaft; and this chiefly in the 
Days, and by the Means of the famous, but unhappy 
Athauafins, were the Caufe of that fatal Change 
which was afterwards made in the Church’s Faith 
and Praétice; and that this novel Faith and Pra- 
tice was the firft Branch of that Antichriftianifm 
which was begun by the old Hereticks themfelves, 
and afterwards ftarted up under the Name of Or- 
thodoxy; and that this Orthodoxy was not fully 
eftablifh’d, nor did finally prevail over Chriftendom, 
but by the Means of the over-bearing Tyranny of 
the See- of Rome, and thofe that fupported it, 
This difcovery made me refle& upon two Pafiages 
which I well remember, tho’ they happen’d many 
Yearsago. The one of the very Learned Dr. </- 
lix; who being in my Hearing askd by Dr. Pain, 
(who was then beginning to fee the falfhood of the 
common Opinions in thefe Matters, and was in great 
Danger of Suffering for his Boldnefs in faying fo ; ) 
whether there were any Inftance of Invocation of the 
Holy Ghoft in the three firft Centuries? He readily 
anfwer'd that there was not.. ‘The other Paflage was | 
of an excellent Friend of mine whom I have not liber- 
ty 
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ty to name,who difcourfing with my felfand another 
Perfon of great Eminence about fach Marters, and 
Particularly about the then fo much difputed Doc- 
trine of the Trinity,He began with this Declaration 
ofhis Mind, That for his part,had it not been for the 
“* Church’s farcher Determination, he had been con- 
c¢ ° p ° 

tented with the Arian Scheme. Which words at that 
timea little fhock’d us both : thonow Ihave exami- 
mined that Matter to the Bottom, I am more fhock’d 
that the fame excellent Perfon does not more freely 
declare the Reafons of fuch his antient Sentiments, 
and more freely endeavour the alteration of fuch 
Things in our Church, as he cannot but know or 
fufpect to be unfupported by the Chriftian Revela- 
tion in thefe Matters. About this Time it was alfo, 
as far asI remember, that I drew up fome Queftions, 
proper to be propos’d to the:-Confideration’of the 
Learned: which, becaufe they are. not elfe where 
inferced, I fhall here fet down; and thereby offer 
them to fuch their Confideration. 


Pop Aote w Que sir Hie NES 


I. Where are the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft 
called One God, in the Scripture, or the moit primi- 
tive Writers? I defire but one plain Inftance. 

Il. Where is Chrift faid to be properly Egualto the 
Father, in Scripture or the mott Primitive Writers? 
{ defire but one plain Inftance. 

Til. Where is Chrift called by any of the known 
Titles or Epichets of the Supreme God? {uch as, God 
toe Creator ; the Invifible God ; the Omnipotent God; the 
Omnifcient God ;, the Great God; the True God, (dacduvds 
@eis°) the Bleffed, or the Bleffed God; the Eternal God ; 
the One God; the Only God ; the Living God ; the Good 
God ; the God of Heaven; the God over all ; the Wife God 
the Immortal God ; the Highef, Cec. either in the New 
Teftament, or the moft Primitive Wricers? I deiir- 
a few plain Inftances. IV. Wher: 
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IV. Where do the Scriptures or moft Primitive 
Writers fay any thing of the Swhftance or Effence of 
God? and where do they affirm the Father and Son 
to be Coeffential and Confubftantial 2 one plain Inftance 
is only defir'd. 

VI. By what new Revelation did the Council of 
Nice confecrate the Word égeta@, when it had been 
directly reje@ed by the Council of Antoich fo long 
before ? | 

VI. Whether it be a Sign of the facred Authority 
of the fame éuo%nG, that ic was therefore introduc'd, 
becaufe ir was known that a great Part of the Chrifti- 
an Church highly difapprovd of it ? 

VIL. How the Samenefs or Equality of the Son with 

the Father, whichin the days of Origen, 

enn Ge L-- was barely the miftake of a few rafh 

"PF 3°7" — Chriftians, can now become a fun- 
damental Article of the Chriftian Faith ? 

VIL. How the Eternal Gencration of the Son of God, 
which was fo utterly unknown at the Council of 
Nice, came to be in latter times advanc'd into a fun- 
damental Do@rine of Chriftianity ° 

IX. How it comes to pafs chat the known Herefy 
of Cerinthus, indenying the Sufferings of the Divine 
Nature of our Saviour, is now fo currentand Ortho- 
dox Doétrine in our Days ? | 

X. Where is the Holy Ghoft direétly called God or 
Lord, in the Scripture, or moft Primitive Writers? 
I defire but one plain Inftance. 

XI. What one Chriftian, cill fome time after the 
Council of Nice, ever ventur’d to Invocate the Holy 
Ghoft? a Single Inftance is here alonedefired alfo. 

XII. How it comes about that we efteem thofe 
and only thofe Doétrines Orrhodox in thefe Matters, 
which are approv’d and eftablifh’d by the Church of 

Rome? and chisata Time when Antichriftianifm 
was riling apace in her. 
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AML. How it comes to pafs in particular, thaca 
Creed made under Antichriftianifm, and nocreceived 
till it was ac the height, is ftillthe Standard of Ortho- 
doxy in any of the Reformed Churches ? 

XIV. How the frft four general Councils come to be 
fo facred and infallible ;> when all the fucceeding 
ones are of fo little Authority with us ? 

XV. Why Athanafius mutt be-efteem’d almoft in- 
fallible, while thofe much greater and more learned 
Men, Origen, Eufebius, and Apollinarius are cejeé 
as Eleretical, without Examination ? 

AVI. Why fo many of the antient Books are loft? 
and in particular why almoftall the Arian and Apolli- 
narian Writing’ are utterly perifld ? 

XVIT. Why do we cry out againtt Socinians, for 
fetting up baman Reafonings again plain Teftimonies, 
when fo much of our Modern Belief is wholly buile 
on human Reafonings againttigs plain Te/Pimonies allo? 

XVHI. Why do we cry out-againit the Papifs, for 
taking away the Cup, and for Prayers in a {trange 

ongue, notwithftanding the Patticucion and Com- 
mand in Scripture, while we affere , 
thatthe Father is not greater than the Son, fon. AEX + 


Neca 


-and that the Son was not ignorant of the ex. XIN. 33 


Day of Fudgment, norwithftanding our 
Lords own exprefs Declarations tothe contrary ? 
XIX. How the implicit Faich in. general Councils, 
nay in Athanafius, and in the Church of Rame, as to 
thefe Matters, is confiftenr with the owning the Pro- 
teftant Ru'eof Faith, the Holy Scriptures ; wich che 
Duty of all to fearch thofe Scriptures ; and with our 
belief chat the Church of Rome is Antichriftian ? 
XX. Why the Difpucants for the common Notions, 
never ttate and prove the meaning of the Words they 
ufe and Reafon from? fuch as Geis’ dibs’ uopoyeviis’ dtdbos" 
decries’ Luni unCerv’ xmoue’ miley’ minus’ ywvedy’ yervil]os’ pales. 
ec. nor thew that the modern Signification of them 
isthe fame in this Controverfy that ic was in the firft 
3 | Ages 
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Ages of che Gofpel ? efpecially when the whole Con- 
troverfy turns upon the right ftating the fame ? | 

XXL Why the Arhanafians fo often charge the 
Arians with falfifying the Scripture, and Antient 
Authors, without the leaft proof 2 while tis notori- 
ous that they have themfelves been fo wicked in this 
Matter. 

But to return to the Series of my Hiftory. After 
I had made my intire Extra& out of the acknowledg’d 
Books of the New Teftament, and of the two firft 
Centuries, I, upon fome Occafions, met with an ex- 
cellent Book concerning thefe Matters, which is 
own’d to be near Seventy Years older than the Coun- 
cil of Nice, and ‘rather earlier than the Council of 
Antioch, and which is entituled Novatian’s Treatife 
of the Trinity: tho’ the word Trinity be not in it»; 
nor does it on any fufficient Evidence appear to be 
Novatian’s. Upon the perufal of this noble Work, 
written by alearned Catholick, from the known Rule 
of Faith, and from the Scriptures, againft fome He- 
reticks of thofe times, and which is the only large 
and judicious Book of fo great Antiquity upon that 
Subje& now Extant in the Church ; I was:excee- 
dingly pleas’ co find there, almoft in every Thing 
the very fame Account of the Original Dodtrins of 
the Gofpel, as to thefe Matters, which I had before 
learn’d and collected from the more antient Teitimo- 
nies: and fo I was fecure, that, for the main at leatt, 


T had not miftaken the moft Primitive Opinions 
thereto relating. But the Confirmation I received 


from the Book afcrib’d to Novatian, was nothing in 
Comparifon of what I received foon after from this 
Apoftolical Conftitutions. For about the beginning of 


Fuly this Year, my Learned Friend (to whofe honett, | 
impartial, and laborious Affiftance and Sagacity, | 


f am too deeply indebted, to be ever able to make a 
f ; 


{uicable Return ;) coming one Day to fee me, | 
brought along with him a Paper, wherein he had | 
tran- | 


ovis 
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tranfcrib’d feveral Paffages,. favorable to the’ Arign 
Opinions from the fame Conftitutions: (a Work 
which to that Day, as far as I can remember, I had 
never feen in all my life ) and defired me to look a 
little into that Book, the belt Edition whereof he 
had gotten, and offer’'d to lend me. I well remem- 
ber that my firft Anfwer to him was, that I did not 
care to meddle with {purious or grofsly interpolated 
Writings ; fuch as I perceiv’d thofe Contfticutions 
were generally eiteem’d to be by the Learned ; but 
had much rather confine my felf to Authors really 
genuine and uncorrupt. Yet upon his fhewing me 
withal a {mall Prayer or Collect tranf{crib’d thence 
alfo ; which I could not but readily own to be moft 
pious, primitive, and affe&ionate in its compofition ; 
I was perfuaded to borrow and perufe that Work. 
And indeed Ido not know that [ was ever fo per- 
fectly furpriz’d and mightily pleas’d in all my life: 
Lo find fo compleat and large a Book, fo plainly 


cred, and belonging to the Companions of the 
Apoitles, if not tothe Apottles rhemfelves ; fo full 


of the Simplicity, Piety, Honefty, Stri@nefs, 2 
Difcipline of. the moft Primitive Ages ; and yet fo 
little known, and of fo little efteem among us, was 
very amazing. ‘Tho’indeed this dilregard, asi {oon 
perceiv’d, was principally on account of th: 

plain Chriftianity or Arianifm contain’d in it, 

out the leaft Color for any of thofe Novel Notion 


or Expreffions which Philofophy began to introduce 
in the very fecond Centuary ; and which advanc’d 
to a mighty Sy{tem in the fourth, under the Condu& 
of Athanafius. And Icould hardly tell how to forgive 
my felf as a Clergy-Man, (fo I then us’d to exprefs 
my felf,) when I confider'd how long [ had been in 
Holy Orders, without fo much as once feeing or 
perufing fo ineftimable a Work. For I foon found 
that, as it does moft plainly put an End to almoft alt 
the Difputes, that are row among Chrittians, f{ 
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at the loweft fuppofition poflible, its Authority is 
fufficient for that purpofe ; and that all the Writings 
of thefe laft Fourteen Hundred Years muft needs 
be comparatively of very {mall Value or Confideraion. 
Upon this, with the faithful Affiftance of my Learned 

Eriend above- mentioned, I immediately fet my felf 
to the through-Examination of the Nature and Au- 

thority of the fame Conftitutions, both from the 
internal Marks and Characters therein contain‘d ; and 
from the external Evidence, Quotations, and Tetti- 
monies of the following "Writers. What was the 
Relult of my Enquiries, and what the Authority of 
thofe Sa ener provd to be upon that Exami- 
nation, My Effay upon them, which is to be the 
third Volume in this Collection, will fhew at large ; 
and I have already intimated in particular in one of 
my Letters to the Lord Bifhop of Woreeffer, to be fer 
down hereafter; whither cherefore I mutt refer the 
Reader for Satista ction. But about the Time of my 
fetting my felf to examin this Matter of the Apofto- 
lical Coniticutions, it was chat 1 ventured to apply 
my felf, to the moft Reverend the two Archbifhops 
of this Church ; to both whom I had the Honour to 
be known ; andin two Copies of the fame Letter to 
give them an Account what difcoveries I had already 
made in Points of the greateft € -onfequence ; - and to 
beg their Advice in what Manner and Method thofe 
Difcoveries might with the preatelt Quiet, Peace, 
and Advantage, be communicated to the World, and 
ef{pecially to the Learned ; that fo upon their Exami- 
nation and Correétions, an Authentick Account 
might be publith dof thefe great Doétrines of our 
Rel igion, in the very Words of the facred and moft 
Primitive Writers themfelves, and free from the 
Perverfions of the Writers of Controverfy. A true 
Copy of which Letrer does here follow. 


May 


Sada 


P RiBARIA CE. 


Camb. Fuly 17.1708. 


May it pleafe your GRACE. 


Having been lately examining with all the Care 
| Application, and Impartiality I could, the Origina 
| Doctrines of Chriftianity, concerning the ever blefled 

Trinity, and the Incarnation of our Lord and Saviour , 
| both in the New Teftament, and in the moft Primi- 
tive Antiquity ; and having in that Enquiry obfervd, 
}.as us very eafy todo, that the Opinions of the 
ovo, and almott three firft Centuries were very difference 
from thofe of the Fourth and following ones; J] 
think it my Duty to propofe the Confideration and 
| Examination of thefe Matters to the Chrifian World 
| but more efpecially to che Prote/fant Churches, becaufe 
they have never yet been examin’d in any publick 
| Manner, either at or fince the Reformation ; and be- 
| caufe the common Doétrines appear all along to have 
| been fetled and eftablifh’d by the See of Rome, and 
ithence to have been propagated tothe reft of the 
) Chriftian World. Ic feéms to me plain, that the 


I 


ly 


Scripture, the Apoftolical Fathers, and, in the main, the 
Second Century do agree in the explication of thefe 
facred Do@rines. Nay even the Body of the Chri- 
ttian Church appears to have been of the fame Opi- 
inions fo low as the Council of Antioch itfelf, in the 
latter part of the third Century, abating only one or 
two-particular Perfons, (contradicting themfelves) 
and {uch Parts of the Church as were under the in.- 
wfluence of the Bifhops of Rome ; who, ever fince the 
| Days of Pope Viétor, have taken upon them to be 
ithe Arbitrators of thefe and other Controverfies a- 
mong Chriftians. I hope your Grace will believe 
that fam Lonef and fincere in my Jatentions ; and that 
if 1 were not fully convine’d of the great Importance of 
What I have to propofe, I would nor ev aelesens 
| race 


| 
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Grace, or the World, inthis Matter. Tam fure [have 
no Difficulty upon mein believing Adjferie, when- 
ever [ find them reveal’d by God. Nor have I the 
leaft Defign to detra& from the great Dignity of, 
or from the Divine Worfhip due to the Son of God, 
and the Blefled Spirit ; on whofe Redemption and 
Sandification all my own Hopes of Salvation are en- 
tirely grounded. ButI cannot eafily believe that the 
Doétrine of the Fourth. and following Centuries, I 
mean that which at length prevail’d in them, can 
be purer than that of the two firft ; that Vigilius Tap- 
fenfis, Athanafius, or Councils themfelves can make 


Articles of Faith, or that their Jate Authorities can 
excufe me, or any honeft Chriftian from examining 
and embracing that Original Faith, which was once de~ 
liver'd to the Saints, and receivd in the firlt Ages 
of the Gofpel. Asto the moft proper Adethod of pro- 
pofing thefe Marters to the P iblick, I fhall have the 
preate{t Deference for your Graces Judgment and 
Dire@ions, and thofe of my Lord Archbifhop of 
York; who, as the principal Guides of this Church, 
have a juft Right to be confulted in Matters of this 
Nature and Moment. For my own part, Inot only 
believe, but know, that, for the main, what I affirm 
to have been the antient Doétrine, is fo ; having ex- 


amind all the certainly genuine and moft antient 
Books and Fragments hitherto publifd. I have alfo 
a pretty compleat Collection of the Teftimonies by me, 
and a short Chronological Account by what Steps the Pri- 


mitive Faith was gradually either alter’d or improv d, 


rill ie came to the Model of the Creed of Vigilius Tap- 
fenfis, the Standard of Modern Orthodoxy in thefe Matters. 
So that I think my felf in fome meafure prepar’d to 


1 


givean Authentick Account of the Faith of the two 


Firft Centuries. Nor do I find any plain Teitimonies 
to be alledg’d on the other Side. But then, becaule 
in fome particulars I may eafily have made Miftakes, 


or Omiflions ; becaufe, as 4 peaceable. Member ef 
| ane 
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be, I 
would have this Matter calmly and fairly debated 
and fetled by the Learned, before it comes into the 
Hands of the Ignorant ; Uportall thefe Accou ts, I 
humbly propofe it to your Graces Confidération, 
what Way I fhould take in the particular Manage- 
ment of this Matter? My own Thoughts are, tharit 
might be convenient to have fome Copies tra 


~-S 


{crib'd, or rather a few Printed, for the Ufe of the 
Learned. But, if any other Method fhall be propos’d 
which may better attain the fame Ends, I fhall very 
readily comply with it. I am aware that feveral 
political or prudéntial Confiderations may be-alledg’d 
again{t either the doing this at a//, or at leaft the 
doing it wow. But then, if the facred Truths of God 
muft be always fupprefs'd, and dangerous Corrup- 
tions never inquired into, till the Politicians of this 
World fhould fay it were a proper Time to examin and 
correct them, I doubt it would be long enough e’re 
fuch Examination and Corredion could be expeded 
in any Cafe. Ithink my felf plainly obdig’d in point 
of Duty to communicate my Colle@ions to the pub- 
lick Confideration ; and therefore from this Refoluti- 
o# in general no worldly Motives whatever, by the 
blefling of God, fhall diffuade me. Burt, as to the 
particular Propofitions themfelves when they are fent, 
your Grace will pleafe to look upon them as a fome- 
what halty Account, I do not fay of mine own Opi- 
nions , for they are of {mall Confideration, but of 
the Opinions of the tayo Sirf Centuries of the Church of 
Chrift, ready for all well-grounded Alterations, Cor- 
rections, and Improvements, if my own farther En« 
quiries, or the Suggeftions of the Learned, fhall 
make any of them neceflary hereafter. I moft hum- 
bly crave your Graces Pardon for the great freedom 
and boldnefs of chis Addrefs 3 with the continuance 
ef thac candid and favourable Opinion of me, my 
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Intentions, and Labours, which hitherto your Grace 
has been pleas’d to afford to, 


[ Ihave fent the fame Your obliged and moft 
Letter to the Archbifhop obedient Servant. 
of York. ] 


Witve. Wutiston 


Soon after the Receipt of this Letter, both the 
Archbifhops were fo fair and kind as toreturn me their 
feveral Aniwers. True Copies whereof do here fol- 
low. 


SIR, Lambeth, ‘fuly 24. 1708. 

I received your Letter ; but cannot judge of your 
Work therein mention’d without perufing it; And 
{had rather at firft fee ic in Writing than in Print. 
Perhaps your fecond Thoughts may be different from 
Your firft, after you have drawn them out, and laid 
them before others, and they have given you their 
Opinions npon them. Amongtt them it feems to me 
very proper to confult the Learned Bp. Bull, whohath 
{hewed himfelf a great Mafter in this Argument. 
For my felf, when I fee your Scheme, I ‘fhall 
freely and without byafs give you my poor Thoughts- 
of it. May the God of Wifdom guide us all, in all 
our Refearches, and make us wife to Sobriety. Lam 


SIR, 
Your loving Brother, 
CANTERBURY, 


“Dear Sz’, Bifhops-Thorp Aug. 6. 1708, 
ihad the favour of your Letter above a Fortnight 
ago. Iearneftly beg your Pardon for not fooner 
returning my Thanks to you for it ; which I certain- 
ly had done, had noe fomething or other continually 


haps 


nadia 
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happén’d when I defign’d it. I fay returning my 
Thanks to you for the Civility you exprefs to me 
in that Letter ; For as for giving an Anfwer to it, 
I profefs I am not able. I muft own I do by no 
means approve of the Defign which you cell me in 
your Letter you are upon ; (as thinking thar, if you 
do purfue ic, you will doa great deal more hurt to 
the Chriftian Religion among us than you will do 
good; ) and being of this Opinion, to be fure I can 
give you no Advice as to the Method in which you 
fhould make the World acquainted with it ; which 
is that you defire in your Leccer. If I was able to. 
give you any Advice it fhould be this, chat you would 
lay alide this Project, at leaft fo long as cill you have 
- had opportunity of talking freely about this Matter 
with your Friends at London; which you may have 
inthe Parliament-time, if you will then be fo kind 
as to make a Journey thither. A great many things 
may be offer’d in Difcourfe, for the Conviction of 
either of thé differing Parties, which cannot be fo 
eafily writ in Letrers. I my felf now think that E 
have as great Reafon to beliéve that it will be a great 
Sin in you to difturb the Peace and Unity of the 
Catholick Church, by endeavouring to impofe new 
Articles of Faith upon us about the Bleffed Trinity, 
different from, or contrary to the Definitions of the 
Council of Nice, as you have to believe that it is 
your Duty to expofe the Nicene Creed, as contrary: 
to the common belief for almoft three Centuries of 
the Primitive Church. But perhaps if you.and k 
were to talk of thefe Matters together, we fhould 
not part at fo wide a differencé one from the other. 
I do fincerely profefs that I not only love you, but 
have a great efteem of your extraordinary Abilities, 
in all the forts of Learning of which you have treated 
in your Books. And indeed I know no Author 
whofe Works L.read with more pleafure than f do 
yore; and I dolikewife really believe you to * 2 

B 2 in= 
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fincere, honeft, undefigning Man. But then give 
me leave to add, (for I would defire that you fhould 
think me anhoneft Man alfo,) that, if you have any 
weaknefs, it is this, that you are too fond of new 
Notions, and oftentimes lay too great Strefs upon 
them ; atleaft it appears fo to me. Forgive me this 
Freedom: I dare fay you will; becaufe it is the 
pure Effe& of hearty Friendfhip and good Will to 
“you. You feemin your Letter to intimate that you 
have a Colle@ion of your Authorities and Reafons, 
ec. in order to your Defigns already drawn up. 
if you have a Copy of them by you which you can 
fpare, and would be fo kind as to fend it down to 
me, either by the Carrier, or fome other fafe Hand, 
I fhould own it as a very great Favour; and will re- 
turn it you again affoon as I have perus’d it. By 
this Means I fhall be the better able to form a Judg- 
ment of what you are now defigning ; and confe- 
quently more fit to give my opinion, when I fhall 
have the happinefs of feéing you. Iheartily with 
you all Health and Happinefs: and I pray God moft 
earneftly to direct you in allsyour Undertakings, that 
they may be for his Glory, and the good of his 


@hurch. 


ee 


Lam fincerely, with the moft hearty 
Efteem and Affection, 
5 4Re 
Your Faithful Friend, 


a ce ee 


— 


Jo. E Bo -R. 


‘Upon the receipe of thefe kind and Chriftian | 
Letters from cur moft Reverend Metropolitans, I~ 
refolvedto comply with their Direétion, cho’ it was 

3 likely 
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likely to occafion me fome farther Pains, and that 
of a Nature not very agreeable, I mean the repeated 
tranfcribing of Antient Greek and Latin Quotations 
of which more hereafter. 

About this time I received a long Letter from 
the moft Learned and Right Reverend the Lord 
Bifhop of Worceffer : who had been mifinform’d about 
me, as if I was running into Socinianifm. So much 
of it as concerns thefe Matters I fhall here tran{cribe, 
as alfomy Anfwer, fo far as it belongs thereto. 


SIR, Hartlebury, July 30. 1708. 

Ihave been very much grieved for your fake; and 
much more on the Churches Account; to fee thac 
one with whom I had fo great a Friendthip, and of 
whom I expected fo much good, as I reafonably mighe 
( knowing the good Parts that God had _ ble{s’d you 
with, and the honeft Zeal you feem’d to have, to em- 
ploy them for the Glory of God, and the Service of 
his Church, ) fhould fuffer himfelf to be carried away 


as youhave been by an extravagant Fancy, greedily 


fet upon hunting after Novelties, into things not on- 
ly untrue, but alfo. hurtful in every Book thae you 
have publifhed of late, Years. And now at la{t; to 


my great grief, I hear you are running into Socinia- 


nifm; and are about to publifh a Book of that Sore. 
Which if it be true, will make it neceflary for me 
to break Friendfhip with you once for all. For after 


that I cannot but look upon you asa subverter of 
Souls, andan Enemy to the Church of Chrift. God 


forbid ic fhould ever come to this ! God knows 
I defire nothing elfe but your good, and to keep you 


from doing Hurt tothe Church. Ibefééch God that 


thefe Notices I have given you may have. the effe& 
that I defign by them. I am 3 


SIR, Your fincerely affe@ionate 
Friend and Servant in Cdrift, 
W. WorRCESTE Re 
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To which Letter I] immediately reply’d in this 
Manner. | 


My very good LORD, Aug. 26, 1708. 


I received the laft Night your Lordfhips kind 
and Ghriftian Admonitions; and your reafons a- 
gainft one Propofition inmy Harmony. I have fome 
caufeto be furpriz’d at both. As to your Lordfhips 
‘Admonitions Itake them very kindly ; but mutt beg 
Leave to fay the main Foundation of them is not true, 
wiz. that 1am going over to Socinianifm: to which 
I have ‘not the leaft Difpofirion, nor ever had in 
my Life. I own my felf not fatisfy’d with the 
Creed of Vigiligs Tapfenfis, and fome other novel 
Notions, which were introduc’d long after the firft 
Times of the Gofpel. Bur that I might go upon 
fare Grounds, ‘as to my Determination in fuch 
matters, I have made an Extract of almoft: all the 
Texts of Scripture, and moft ancient Teftimonies 
relating co the Trinity and Incarnation, under 
their feveral Heads, and, without any Hypothefis 
at all of my own, have exa@ly followed thofe an- 
cient Teftimonies. And that the World may be 
no longer impos’ on by the partiality and un- 
: I defign to 
publifh that original Colle@ion in the Authors own, 
Words, with a very few Notes or Obfervations as 
“Igo along. If the common Doétrines difagree 
with thofe Texts and Teftimonies, they ought 
certainly to be difcarded. Ifthey agree, my Book 
will be an unanfwerable Vindication of them. And 
ic would make an honeft Man amaz‘d to fee whac 
Fears and Jealoufies are conceiv’d from fo fair and 
unexceptionable a Method as this is. Good My 
Lord, let us once aét like Chriftians, concern’d for | 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints by our Saviour and” 
his Apoftles ; and not like Men ready to maintain 
ull che Corruptions which Pagan Philofophy and Anti- 
ae ete , : an ) chriftian 


| 
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chriftian Tyranny have brought in and impos’d upon 
the Church fince the firft Ages, I plead for no- 
thing but this; and beg that the Texts of Scripture 
and Teftimomes of Antiquity may be heard by 
themfelves, without the Colours and Sophiftications 
of Writers of Controverfie, And I venture to fay 
that they are, in the main, plain and intelligible 
to honeft and impartial Minds; as will appear on 


| their Publication ; and yetnota little different from 
_ the Notions that pafs current among us, and have 


a a ae 


been derivd to us from the Antichriftian Church 
without Examination. —— Your Lordfhip mutt al- 
low me to govern my own Sentiments and Pra@ices 
by my own Judgment and Enquiries ; and not ex- 


. pect that Modern Authority mutt ferve inftead of 


Original Evidence with me, whatever it does with 
Others in moft Cafes. And if this be efteem’d 
Pride, and Vanity, and Obftinacy, and Heretical 
Pravity, I muft be contented with thofe Impu- 
tations ; having an affured Hope that the juft Judge 
of, all the Earth will one day acquit me, whatever 
the Paffion or Prejudice of Man may now think 
of, ordo to me. I fincerely enquire after, and ho- 


_neftly embrace all the Truths of God, which I 
find either in Scripture, or the firft Wrirers. But 
when I fee Corruptions plainly come ins when 
~Tfaw how they came in, and when they came in; 
when I fee by what Authority they were eftablifh’d; 


and by what forbidding, or dropping, or corrupting the 
antient Records of our Religion they have been fo 
long continued, I cannot hold my peace, left I my-- 
felf be condemned for my Silence and Hypocrifie 
another Day. Your Lordfhipis fo great a Mafter 
of the moft antient Fathers, thae I fhall wonder 
if my Collection out of them fhould be thought 
of any dangerous confequence by your Lordhhip, 
And [I hope the Apoftolical Conftitutions, Nowa- 
tian’s Account of the ancient Dod@trines of the Tri- 
B 4 nity 
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nity and Incarnation, and the moft Primitive Fa- 


thers in particular, are by Providence preferv’d on 
purpofe to retrieve co the Church the truly Pri- 
mitive Faith, ard Practice and Difcipline; that 
when our Saviours Kingdom begins, it may be e- 
ftablith’d upon the very fame Foot whereon it was 
Originally fetcled in the firft Times of the Gofpel, 
Lam with all Refpe@, Duty, and Obfervance, 


Your Lordfhips moft obedient 
Son and Servant. 


WiLL WHISTOW 


To this Letter my Lord Bifhop of Worceffer was 
pleas'd co anfwer in a little Lime. Such Parts of 
which his Second Letter, as concern the prefent 
matter, I fhail here tranfcribe. 


SIR, Hartlebury-Caftle Sep. 8. 1708. 


Your Letter of Auguj? 26. cametomenot till Sunday 
the fifch Inftant: and then having feveral Letters 
of bufinefs to write by the Monday-Poft, I was con- | 
{train’d to put offthe anfwering of yours to the | 
prefent. But I cannot anfwer ic now as I would 


if Thad Time to confider. For,to do any thing 
to the Purpofe, I muft have more Time than Men of 

quicker Partsneed, God helpme,my Parts have been 

always very flow, and are fo now more than ever, by 

reafon of my Age; and will be more and more | 
io to the End of my Life. But to husband the | 
Fite Time I have to write by this Poft, I will 
Shorten my Work, and {peak of nothing more than | 
the Things I find in your Letter. ~~ In the 
account you are pleasd to give me ofthe Work. 
you are about, I am glad to fee this in the firft 
Place, that youare no Socinian. God be hia a Cn | 
that. 


| that. 


sie 
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But then you ows yourfelf not to be fatisfed with 
the Creed of Vig. Tapf. and fome other Novelties. By 
the Creed of Vig. Tapf’ 1 fuppofe you mean the 
Confeffion of our Chriftian Faith swhich is ccmmonly 


| called the Creed of St. Athanafias. That, youknow, is the 
Title that is given it in our Liturgy. But whae 
| then are thofe other novel Notions, as you call them? 


are they likewife fuch as are own’d by our Church ? 
if they are not, I have no more to fay to them in 
this Place. But if they are, then I have the fame 


| to fay for them, as I have for the Creed above- 
5 


| mention’d. 
fay, that you are not fatisf’d with chem. 


Lam heartily forry for that which you 
But if 
that be all, you may keep your diffatisfa@ion to 


| yourfelf; if you find it very uneaffie, you may try 


how it may be remov’d by Reading, or Conference, 
or the like ; always joined with prayer to God, Eph. 
Tif. 15. And, if you are fure you are in the right.in 
any matter, wherein you have the Churches Judg- 
ment again{t you; yet you fhouldbe very careful not 
to break the peace of the Church by writing a- 
gain{t ie. If ic were but one Brother that would 
take Hurt by your writing, the Apoftle faich, & 
is not good to venture That, Row. XIV. 2%. even 
though you know you are in the right: for, asic 
followeth,baft thou Faith? have it to thyfelf. How much 
more when the peace of Church you are of, isto be 
broke or weakned by it? I know nothing can excufe 
you from this,unlefs the Church holds fome. demuable 
Error; and that in the Cafe you are {peaking of mutt 
be fuch an error as the Church hath been in ever fince 
the third Century. Can you think thisis poflible? I 
am fure it is very unlikely. What? that any part 
of the Faith once deliver’d to the Saints hath been 
loft ever fince the Nicene Times; and had been fo 
fill, but that my Friend Mr. Wiffon hath found it ? 
Believe this who will; for my part, if my Friend 
were an Angel, I fhould not believe it. Pray, my 
Dear 
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Dear Friend, be not over-fond of this Fetus of your 
Brain, as you will be furely tempted to be, becanfe 
itis yours. But pray get fome thinking judicious 
Friends well to view it, and to judge whetheritbe fit 
to be rear'd : if they advife you againft ic, if they 
cell you it will furely do mifchief; do not think 
much to bury it; do it even for His fake that 
kept in many Truths till his Difciples fhould be 
able to bear them, Fob. xv1.12. tis the Advice 
and very earneft Requett of, 


S/R, Your truly affeGionate 
Friend and Servant, 


W. WoRCESTER. 


My Anfwer to this, as I find upon the Review, 
was rather too fharp, and fo unbecoming as ta 
the Stile, which I am very forry for: but becaufe 
it is deligned to recommend the facred Truths of 
Chriftianicy ; and becaufe the Nature of this Ac« 
count requires me to give a true Copy of it with- 
out amendments, I fhall here tranfcribe it exactly. 


Aly very Good LO RD, Camb. Sept. 18. 1708. 


I received your Lordfhips Letter in Anfwer to 
mine: and I confefs, My Lord, I am not a little 
ourpriz’d at the Contents of it. As to 
my prefeat Defign, your Lordfhip amazes me in 
intimating your own Satisfaction with the Creed 
of Vigilivs Thapfitanus. One that knows the Ori- 
ginal State of Chriftianity fo well as your Lord- 
{hip might as well fay the fame of the Worthip 
of Images, but that violent prepoffeffion for what is 
in the Church hinders the plaineft Truths from being 


be- 
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believ’d. That Creed is moft evidently a grols 
| Corruption, compos’d under, and eftablifh’d by the 
| Antichriftian Church; and a great fhame to all 
'Proteftants chat tis not yet excluded. But that is 
| only one Point. My defignis general, to give an 
| Authentick Account of the mott Primitive Faith 
'inthefe matters in the very Words of Scripture, 
| andthe firft Writers. And if perfons of your Lord- 
| fhips Charaéer fhall difcourage this honeft and 
| Chriftian Defign, I fhall be obliged to let all the 
| Church fee how grofsly they have been impos’d up- 
| on, by putting all che Teftimonies into Englifh, Give 
me leave to reafon freely with your Lord{hip, be- 

| caufe ic is in behalf of the Original Chriftian Faith, 
|. againit the Corruptions of Philofophy and Tyran- 
| ny: Pagan Philofopby, and AntichriftianTyranny. What 
is Popery and Priett-crafe if this be not {o? to fup- 
prefs or corrupt the ancient Books: to vouch fpurious 
or fufpected Authorities: tomake Metaphyfical Nr- 
ceties, Articles of the Chriftian Faith: to overlook 
or evade exprefs Teftimonies: to put forced and 
abfurd Interpretations on the plain Words of Scri- 
pture: to lay afide the undoubted Genuine work of 

| Clemens Romanus, 1 mean the Apoftolical Conjritu- 
| tions; and the Original Jewifh and Gentile Li- 
turgies contain’din the feventh and eighth Books 
of it; in comparifon of which, all the Books 
of Divinity now extant, excepting the {acred ones, 
are inconfiderable: and all this for fear of the Impu- 
tation of Arianifm, i.e. becaufe we dare not own 
the plain Truths of God when they lie under the 
Odium of Men. Good My Lord, what is the Duty 
of honeft Men, of good Chriftians, of Clergy-men, 
of Bifhops of the Church in this cafe? Your Lordthip 
is too well acquainted with the firft Books of our 
Religion not to guefs in part at my meaning. And 
if you could have laid afide Prejudice for the prefent 
Eftablifhment, muft have {een long fince thar the 
ie oii | modern 


TA 


28 


LN EE SAG a SEE TE TVET OO te Otc 


" cide sateen sae ee 


An Fiiftorical 
modern Notions are and only can be fupported by 
the former Methods. And can your Lordfhip in 
Confcience goon to fupport them ¢ Dare your Lord- 
fhip difcourage this honeft Attempt to correct them ? 
I take the moft peaceable and prudent Method I can 
of propofing thefe things to public Examination : and 
[hope to have aCGopy ready for your Lordfhips peru- 
fal and correction in afhort time. But as to the Thing 
it {elf, Lam refolv’d by the Grace of God to propofe 
it to the World ; and am fo fully affur’d in the main 
of the Truth and Importance ot thefe things, that I 
am refolv’d to endeavour their corrections ; and if 
Occafion require, to perifh in the Attempt. Andif 
fuch as your Lordfhip,who are bound by all theties of 
‘Truth, Sincerity, and Chriftianity to affift and fup- 
port me, do onthe contrary, difcourage and reject 
me, | muft appeal to the Juftice of an higher Tribu- 
nal to judge berweenus, I have written to both the 
Archbifhops, andam preparing two Copies for them’; 
One of which I will endeavour may be fent to your 
Lordfhip. As to my felf,upon a through Examination, 
Tam fatisty’d that the common Doétrines have no 
more Foundation in genuine Antiquity, than Purga- 
tory and Tranfubftantiation: and I fully believe are 
the frit part of the Antichriftian Corruptions: in 
catting out of which therefore I haveall the Reafon 
in the World to expect your Lordfhips Concurrence. 
And fince your Lordfhip is fo throughly fenfible of 
the Antichriftianifm of Popery, I would fain know 
how the Confabftanriality and Coequality of the Holy 
Ghoft to the Father and the Son, on which foon 
followed his Invocation, which only ftands upon one 
Letter of Pope Liberius or Damafus, can by your Lord- 
fhip be look'd on under any other Denomination ? 
That wicked State arofe very gradually: and I fear 
the Reformed Churches have not yet cait out all the 
Religues of it eillthis Day. Your Lordfhip will for-- 
give the boldnefs of this Addrefs, on Account of the 

: impors- 
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| Importance of the Points concern’d, and: of your 
| Lordfhips Knowledge of the Sincerity of the Pro- 


ppofer, who is with great Submiffion and Refped, 


: 


Your Lordfhips moft oblige 
and obedient Son and Servant 
Witt. WHisTon 


To this Letter I received no Reply till the follow- 
ingi April; when his Lord(hip was pleas’d to fend me 
-a very long Letter ; relating chiefly to fome other 
debates between us. . What therein directly concerns 
this Matter I fhall here tranfcribe. 


5 7 R, 


In your Letter of September 18. you tell me you 
were nota little furpris’d at the Contents of my fe- 
‘cond Letter. Iaffure you 1am very much grieved, 
}ac what I read in your Anfwer to it.. There are 
fuch Things as would difhearten me from writing 
to you any farther concerning thefe Matters; bue 
)thac the Matters themfelves are fuch as.are of very 
}great Concern to the Chriftian Faith, and to the 
) Peace and Unity of the Church. Thefe great and 
| publick Concerns are much endanger’d by your ex- 
iceflive gratifying of your Love of Novelty. It is 
plainly Natural to you, as all your Friends too well 
Know. But to our greater forrow it is vifibly grown, 
and daily increafes, by your indulging your felt 
‘fo much in it. When you came firft to publifh this 
in Writing of Books you began with Philofophical 
'Matters : From thence you went on to Scripture- 
\Hiftory: and from thence to the Prophefies of 
(Scripture. Now at laft you are come to Matters 
of Faith. Wherein I doubt not to find you are as 
grofly miftaken as Tam fure you are, andI will 
iprove it to you in every one of the Books you have 
publifh’d 


| 
| 


‘ Rash tees: wat Nea 
sat ei pieyeennataen sussp erent pik Dat rind as ar ae 
Sie ates ates Saath aig 2 ani eta ae! aes - 


a was gah SN 


AA 


re a eI eer 


20 An EXiftorical 
publifh’d hitherto. I except only your firft Book, 
becaufe in that, as I underftand, Mr. Keil/ has taken 
you to task, and I am told he handles you fome- 
what feverely. With what Juftice he does it I leave 
tothe Judgment of the Virtuofi. My grief is much 
increas'd by reading thofe vehement Declarations 
you make of a full Refolution to go on in the Work, 
that I fo earneftly defir’'d you to put aftop to, till you 
had advis'd with your Friends. And, as it were on 
purpofe, to take away all hope of your hearkning to 
any Advice, youtell me, If this proceeding of yours be 
éfteemed Pride, and Vanity, and Obftinacy, and Heretical 
Pravity, you muff be content with thofe Imputations. 
Would to God there were no Occafion for any of 
thefe. Indeed I cannot charge you with Pride and 
Vanity in any other Inftance than what I have met 
with in your Writings. But I cannot deny thar in 
them I have feen fo much Appearance of thefe 
things, thac I know not how to excufe you from 
éither of them. And therefore there being great 
Reafon to believe, that there muft have been fome 
Sins of Yours that have provoked Ged to fend this 
heavy Judgment, upon you, in fuffering you to 
write and publifh fuch Things as you have done, 
and are now doing, afd knowing no other Sins to 
charge you with but thofe of Pride, and Vanity, I 
am of Opinion that thofe are the very Sins that 
have given that Provocation to God. Pray think | 
of ir, as ic highly concerns youto do, before you go 
any farther in the Work that you have now in your | 
Hands. As for Obftinacy, and Heretical Pravity, 1am | 
forry rotell you I fee too much of both thefe inyour 4) 
fecond Letter now before me. And if the’ | 
Imputation of Obfinacy be juft, then it highly con- | 
cerns you to take heed of the lait Impuration, | 
ean that of Heretical Pravity, for if that be juft alfo, 
and you think to pafs it over by faying as you do,’ | 
lata content te bear it, nay mores I ant refolded to go | 
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_ on tho I perifh in the Attempt ; what will this come to 
at laft? I tremble to think of it ; if God fhouldonce 
_ withdraw his Grace, and give you up to him whofe 
| Work you are doing. God will defend his Church 
_ againtt all you can do: But for your felf; if you go 


on, your end will be miferable. © Yet I hope better; 
and therefore I will endeavour to make you fee whi- 


_ ther you are going. I befeech God my Endeavours 


may have that bleffed Effe&. In what you tell me 
of the Work you are about, you begin with a very 
bold Cenfare of that Confeffion of Faith which js 
often usd in our Church, and which, as I mention’d 
to you before, our Church faith is commonly call d the 
Creed of Athanafius. You call it the Creed of Vie. 
Zap}. though that is more than you know. But be 
it fo, Vigilius was one of thofe Orthodox Bifhops 
that were under the heavy Perfecution of thole Arian 


_ Kings of the Vandals, about A. D. soo. and then he 


did write Books againft the reigning Herefie ; 


| 
| 
| 


which, for concealment fake, he put out in the 
Name of S. Athanofius. Thus didfome of the Jews is’ 
times of Perfecution write Books again{t Heathen 
Fdolatry. One that is call’d the Wifdom of Selomon: 


_ Another call’d the Book of Baruch ; whereof alfo 


_ part is called the Epitte of Feremiah. I cannot com- 


mend them, that to conceal themfelves ufed thefe 


i} 
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| 


| 


i 


_ Arts : But neverthelefS their Books were highly ap- 
provd. Infomuch that they were read by the Hel- 
_lenift Jews in their Synagogues, and fo coming into 


the Chriftians Hands, they were alfo read in Chri- 
ftian Churches, in and next after thefApoftles times. 
The Cenfure you pafs upon that Creed is in thefe 
Words, That Creed is moff evidently a grofs Corruption 3 
compos'd under and eftablifh'd by the Antichriftian Church ; 


anda great Shame to all Proteftants that it is not yet excly- 


ded. ‘This is indeed a thing not to be endurd ; 
that any Member of a Chriftian Church, fhould 
take the Liberty to himfelf, to throw fuch a Cenfure 

upon 
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upon any part of its Liturgy, efpecially ona Con» 
effion of Faith that is enjoyn’d by Authority to be 
usd in the publick Offices of the Church ; and not 
only fo, but to cry Shame upon the Church for 
continuing it, All chat can be faid for you in this 
Cafe, is only that you do it in a private Letter toa 
Friend, acquainting him with your Opinion of the 
Thing, and your Reafon for it ; promifing you will 
publifh nothing of your Opinion, nor of your Rea- 
fons, till firft you have communicated them to the 
two Archbifhops of this Church. Upon thefe Terms 
I go on with you ; and come to confider the par- 
ticular Things that you obje& againft the Con- 
feffion of Faith, and confequently in the Prayers of 
our Liturgy. I find them toward the end of your fe- 
cond Letter in thefe Words ; There, {peaking of the 
Antichriftian Corruptions, you fay, I would fain 
know bow the Confubjtantiality and Cocquality of the Holy- 
Ghoff tothe Father and the Son, cn which foon followed 
his Invocation, which only ftands upon one Letter of Pope 
Liberius or Damafus, can be look’d upon by your Lord{hip 
under any other Denomination. Lo this Demand of 
yours I fhall give you my Anfwer in as few Words 
as I can. Firft, forthe Doétrine of the Confubftantiality 
and Coequality of the Holy Ghoft to the Father and the Son, 
IT take ic to be part of the Creed which our bleffed 
Lord gave us in his Form of Baptifm. He com- 
manded us all to be Baptized, In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, God was 
pleafed, when our Saviour himfelf was baptized, to 
make a vifible and audible Appearance of three 
Perfons concern’d in his. Baptifm. Our bleffed 
Saviour gave a plain Intimation of the fame Three, 
at the Entrance upon his Prophetick Office, Luke iv. 
He declared them more than once in his laft Difcour- 
fes to his Difciples; tho’as yet he could fpeak to 
them no more than their, Weaknefs would bear. 
Fobm XVi. 124 25. St. Fokn, tells in his Gofpel sas 
S 
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he heard our Saviour fay to the Jews. Fobn x. 
Land my Father are One, % teusy. The fame Apott 

_ tellsus in his Catholick Epittle, of the Father, the 
_ Son, and the Holy Ghoft, Thefe three are One, it zpeis 
fv 1. Fohn V.7. Thefe laft words are quoted by 
| Tertullian, that wrote toward the end of the fecond 
| Century, within an Hundred Years after the Death 
| of that Apoftle. They are quoted alfo by Cyprian 
| that wrote about the middle of the third Century ; 
_and after them by many other of the African Fathers. 
If you doubt whether thefe were the Words of the 
Apoftle, You may fee it provd by many Learned 
Writers, and particalarly by Dr. Adil/s, in his va- 
vious Readings on that Text. It is evident that not 
only thofe Fachérs themfelves did not doube but thac 
St. Fobn wrote thofe Words, but that neither did thofe 
_ that they wrote againft,queftionit. For thofe Fathers 
did not only quote thofe Words, but they argued 
from them ; which had been ridiculous if there had 
been any doubt of the Text. Particularly Tertuslian 
urges it again{t Praxeas, cap. 25. Qui Tres unum funi, 
| non unus,as Praxeas Would have it. ‘This I take to be 
_a fufficient Proof of the Unity of the Three Perfons 
_in the Divine Nature: and I think there needs no 
other Proof of their Confubjfantiality and Coequality. 
_ For the Invocation of the Holy Ghott which you fay 
_ only flands on ome Letter of Pope Liberius or Damatus,’ 
I can't imagin whence you had this. For I know of 
_no Letter of either of thofe Popes that has any thing 
| of this Invocation, My ground for it is what I have 
| fiew’d you: Fhe Holy Ghoft is God, and there- 
| fore he is to be prayd t6, There can be nothing 
_ plainer chan this. But if you would have Pra@ice 
| forit too, you may fee it in St. Paul the Apoftle ; 
| whoas he concludes his other Epiftles with a Prayer 
| to our bleffed Saviour, The Grace of our Lord Jefus 
| Chritt be with you all; fo he concludes his fecond 
| Bpiftle tothe Corinebians with a Prayer to the ever. 
. | C bleffed’ 
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blefled Trinity, 2. Cor. xiii. 14. The Grace of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and the Love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Ghoft be with you all. Amen. Firft, the 
Apoftle applies to our Lord Fefus Chrif, for the. _ 
Grace of his Redemption and Interceflion. Thento 
our Heavenly Father, for his Love to us as his Chil- 
dren by Adoption.’ Then to the Holy Ghoft,- for 
his xeiwoyfz, the communication of his Gifts... I know 
{ome have faid that all this is only. fo many Wifhes. 
{t istrne: and fo are commonly the Prayers of Su- 
periours for chem that are under their Charge. Such 
were the Bleflings of Jacob to the two Sons of Fofeph. 
Gen. xivili. 15.16. Such were the Priefts Bleflings 
to the People of Ifrael. Num.vi.. 23.26. They were 
Bleflings to the People, but they. were Prayers to 
God. That Blefling of St. Paul to the Corinthians had 
three Comma’s in it; of which each was a Prayer, 
{pecifying firft the thing that he defir’'d, and then 
the Perfon from whom it was properly to be receiv’d. 
i have fhew'd this before ina fore of Paraphrafe 
on the Words, and therefore I think I need not fhew 
it again more particularly. What Forms of Prayer 
were us’d in the Church in the Apoftles times we 
have no Account of : and indeed very little of any 
that were us’d in thofe Times which yon call Genuine 
Antiquity. You perhaps may expect J fhould ask your 
Pardon for faying this, afcer you have told me that 
the Original Jewifh and Gentile Liturgies are con- 
tain’d in the vii. and viii. Books of the Apoftolical 
Contticutions. But as to thefe you muft give me 
leave to be of another Opinion, for Reafons that I 
{hall fhew you. I doa little wonder indeed why you 
fhould fo much concern your felf for them: for to 
me they feem to be plainly again{t you in this Point, 
of the Invocation .of the Holy Ghoft.. There are'in 
the 8th Book before-mention’d, at leaft a Dozen 
Doxologies, to.all three Perfons in the Holy and 
Bieied Trinity. In every one of thefe three is ex- 
ee prefsly 
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| 'prefsly given, to the Father, together with the Son, 


and the Holy Ghoft, all Honour, Glory, Praife, 
Thankfgiving, Worfhip, and Adoration, oxCeg. x) aesi- 
avynot, as I remember arethe Words. Could any 
one fay this without believing the Confubftancialicy 
and Coequality of the Holy Ghoft with thé Father 
and the Son? [am fure none can reafonably deny 
Invocation to one to whom thefe Things are due. 


Therefore they that made thefe Prayers were furely 


of the Faith that is profefsd in the Creed of our 
Communion Service 3 where we fay I believe in the 
Holy Ghoft ------ who together with the Father and the Son 
is worfhiped and glorifyed. ‘This Creed in common 
{peaking is call’d the Niceme. But that has not the 
laft claufe that I quote here ; for this claufe was ad- 


-dedto the Nicene Creed in the fecond general Coun- 


cil, that of Conftantinople, A.D. 381. But for oughe 
I know, that fecond Council was Antienter than 


“the Time of making thofe Forms, which you calk 


the Original Feaifh and Gentile Liturgies: As tor thofe 
Liturgies we know no more when they were made, 
than we know who were the Authors or Compilers 
of them. Nor do we know any thing more of thofe 
pretended Apoftolical Conftitutions. Only this we 
know, that the makers of thefe Conftitutions, were 


- fuch as made no Confcience of abufing the Names 


and Authorities of the Apoftles of Chrift. I cannoc 
think of ic without Indignation ; how they made 
them their Puppets to fay whatfoever they were 
pleas’d to fay in their Names. Some indeed of the 
Things they made them fay, were fuch as the 
Apoftles had faid in their Writings. Other Things 
they faid, were agreeable enough to their Writings : 
fuch Things they muft take in for their own Credit. 
But other things they made them fay; that were very 
difagreable; and fome plainly falfe, and inconfiftent 
with what we havé in the Soriiittre: lt is hard to 
euefs what they fliould drive at in sheir wis it ig 
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fuch Things. But, if ic were only to get Money by 
publifhing {uch Books as they knew all Men would 
be ready co buy, there was a double Wickednefs in 
it ; The abufing thofe Sacred Names which they 
aflum’d ; and the cheating of them that bought their 
counterfeit Wares. It is plain that the Writers were 
in ha{t to have their Books out, by the Blunders they 
made in many Places,where they wrote ‘Things only 
out of Memory, and could not {tay to correct them 

by rurning of Books. It were endlefs for me to go 

about to reckon up all the Inftances k could give you 

of this Kind. But 1 will lay two or three of them 

before you; by which you may judge of the reft. 
My firft Inftance fhall be out of Conftitut. Apoft. v. 

14, There the Impoftor brings in St. Fobn the 

Apoftle to give an Account what, he faw, being 

prefent all the Time of the Paflion of Chrift. You 

rightly obferve of St. Fobn, Harm. 113,114. How jis- 

dioufly and punctually in his Gofpel be avoids repeating what 

vas in the other Gofpels ; and yet fupplies their Omiffions 

and Methodixes their Hiftories. Accordingly in his Hitto- 

ry of the Paflion of Chrift, Fob xviti. 13, Oc. he 

tells us diverfe Things which none of the other 

Evangelilts had written. Hetells us how they took 

our Saviour, led him firft to Annas, who fent him 

immediately to Caiaphas the High Prieft. He tells us 

how Peter follow’d him to Caiaphas his Houle ; and fo 

did Fohn the Apoftte himfelf, who being acquainted 

there, got the door-Keeper to let in Peter. «He tells 

us how this gave Occafion for Peters thrice denying 

ef Chrift: after which the Cock crew... All this 

St ‘Fobn in his Gofpel accounts for very particularly. 
He alfo tells us there how the High Prietft having 

examin’d our Saviour concerning his Difciples and 

his Doé&trines, Our bleffed Lord: told him, that as to 

thefe Things, being {uch as were publickly known, 

there could not want Witnefles enough: and there- 
fore there ought to. have been Witnefles examind — 
| againit- | 
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| againft him, and not he to be interrogated againtt 
Jhimfelf. Fobn tells us how thereupon one of the 
Officers buffeted our Saviour, who an{fwerd him 


witha moft fuicable reproof. Then St. Fobz tells us 
| how they led che Bleffed Jefus from Caiaphas’s Houle 
to the Prtorium; and fo he goes on to other Things 
which | have no Occafion to repeat. Allthis exadly 
anf{wers the Character you gave of St. fobn’s way of 
| writing in his Gofpel. But plainly this Impoftor ne- 
ver troubled himfelf to look into that facred Book, 
and to take things from thence intothe Accountthae 
he pretends the Apoftle to have given of our Sa- 
viour’s Paffion ; ashe would certainly have done, if 
‘he had meant honeftly in it; But he makes the 
| Apoftle fay fuch Things as he had ready for him in 
his Memory. Some little Raggs he has out of 
St. Fobn’s Gofpel ; to which he pieces Things out of 
‘the other three Gofpels ; not regarding how they 
agree with one another. For example, He makes 
his St. Fobn fay that they that had taken our Saviour 
‘brought him to the Houfe of Caiaphas. He has noe 
a Word of Anuas in this Place, where St. Fohn firfk 


'Caiaphas's Houfe the Sanbedrin came together ; and 
how there they abus'd our Bleiled Saviour, {coffing 
athim, reviling him, {pitting at him, boxing him, 
beating him, ec. he tells us, thus they {pene their 
Time uéxers cedex Cabeas, ti// it owas broad day. (Not 2 
‘Word of their eating the Paffover.) Then he makes 
his Puppet tell ys how they led Chrift away to Aanas ; 
Which quite bseaks Sc. ‘Fohn’s Meafures. There, ac 
| Annas’s Houfe, he makes his Puppet tell us there was 
| another Scene of fuch like aétings for a while, before 
\they delivered our Bleffed Saviour to Pilate. Then 
this Jugler makes lis Puppet tell us how our Saviour 
being now before Pilate there they brought in 
againft him two falfe Witneffes. Of thefe there is 
jnot a Word in St. ‘Fobn’s Gofpel ; ner in any other, 
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‘mentions him. But he goes on and tells us how to. 


8 tT aces TTS 


= PIE at cities eA i tea tte ae Rome 


AO a SATO a SEO om ee = 
aa Peers eaten ge ie Clee ~ oe 


38: An Fisftorical 

while our Saviour was before Pilate. But indeed 
St. Matthew {ays, there were two falfe Witnefles 
brought againft our Saviour when he was before the. 
Sanbedvin, in Caiaphas’s Houle. ‘This was only a flip’ 
of the Juglers Memory. I will not detain you with 
this Scuff any longer, than to fhew you how you 
may furely diftinguifh ic by another of ‘your own 
Obfervations. You have icin Harm: p. 115. That 
the three firit Evangelifts reckon’d their Hours by 
the Jewith Account, from fix in the Morning, /till fix 
in the Evening : But St. ‘ohn reckons his Hours the 
Roman Way, from twelve at Midnight and at Noon. 
According to this way of reckoning You and I un- 
derftand what St. fobs tells us, ‘ohn xix. 14. that 
when Pilate fat down onthe Judgment-Seat, it was 
dget gum about the fixth Hour. But how did this Jugler 
underitand ic? Not as we doto be fure ; for he 
makes his Puppet fay, that at the fixth Hour they 
crocify’d our Saviour, having receiv’d the Sentence 
at the third Hour. What he faid of che fixth Hour 
we know he had from St. Fehn: but what he makes 
St. Fobn fay of the third Hour, is out of his own 
Head. You do alfo rightly obferve that St. ‘fobs 
was very exa@ in methodizing the things that he 
found inthe three former Gofpels. St Luke indeed 
takes this to himfelf, that he had written ‘Vhings 
xaheetsin order as they happend; fo that he had no 
Need of any other to correé the order in which he 
deliverdthem. But this Impoftor makes his St. Fobn 
neglect all that St. fohn the Apoftle had told us in 
his Gofpel. Inftead of that he takes up Things from 
the other three Gofpels, as I have fhewn ; and with 
thefe he goes on to the end of his Hiftory of our 
Saviours Paffion. Particularly from the two firit 
Evangelifts he tells us how about the Ninth Hour, i. e. 
about three of the Clock inthe Afternoon, Fefas eryed 
faying, My God, my God why haft thou forfaken me? 
Adat. xxvit, 46. Mark xy. 34, He goes on and fays | 
use, 
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utr saivy a little after this. be eryed, Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. But where are we 
now ? This which he calls a little after, was fome 
five or fix Hours before. For he has this out of 
Luke xxiii. 34. Where St. Luke cells us thefe Words 
were {poken by our Saviour on the Crofs, imme- 
diately after it was fet up with his Body nail’d to 
it: which Se. Mark tells us Mark xv. 25. was at the 
third Hour, i. e. at Nine of the Clock in the Mor- 
ning. But here this Impoftor makes his Fodz tell 
usic was alittle after Three in the Afternoon. ‘That 
muft be his Meaning ; for his next words are thefe, 
that ‘Fefus {aid, Father, into, thy Hands I commend my 
Spirit ; and having tBus [aid he gave up the Ghoft. which 
he has from St, Luke xxiii. 46. What an Impudenr 
Fellow was this? to impofe on his credulous Readers, 


_and fo wickedly.to abufe the Holy Apoftle in making 
-.them believe that he had all this from his Mouth? 


I fhould have queftion’d the Judgment or Honetty 
of his moft Learned Editor Cotelerius, if he had ler 
this pafs without a Stricture. Burhe does not. For in 
his Note 44. which is on thefe very Words ser’ Safgap 
he calls him Pfeudoclemens : and f{ays,Turrianus does.in 
vain endeavour to excufe him. The moft unpleafanre 
Pains thac I rake in my Studies, is that which I be- 
{tow in the detecting of Impoftures ; and cherefore 
I willingly go off from that Work. Only that I may 
not feem co be Singular in this Detection, I fhalladd 
what Orhers have obferv’d of thefe Conftitutions; 
and parcicularly what chat great Man Primate Ufher 
has told us in his Differtation before his Ignatins’s 
Epiftles. There, cxvi. he charges this Pfeudoclemens, 
as he alfo calls him, with ygxowaasias wicked forgery : 
which he proves againft him 10 feveral Inftances. 
Firft, from Cont. Apoft. VI. Book 12,13,14. Chapters; 
where this prerended Clement brings together all the 
twelve Apotties, after che Council at Ferufalem, of 
which we have the Hiitory in the xv. Chapter of 

C 4 Acts, 
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Ads. There among the Twelve he brings in Fames 
the Brother of Fobn. But of him we certainly know 
from AG. xii. 1. that he was kill’d fome Years before 
that Council. With them this Impoftor joins Fames 
the Brother of the Lord, and Pau/the teacher of the 
Gentiles ; as he makes them here ftile him. Bue 
St. Paul in Galat, 2. Chapter giving an Account of his 
Bufinefs then at Ferufalem, does certainly fhew that 
at that Time there was no other Apoftle at Feru/alem 
but Peter and ‘fohn, and Fames the Brother of the 
Lord. And they arethe only Apoftles then at Ferz- 
falem that are {poken of in the Hiftory of the Coun- 
cil before mention’d. But for Barnabas, the Impoftor 
feems to have forgotten that he,was S. Paul's fellow- 
Apoftle. ‘Next from Conf. Ap. the viii. Book the 4th 
Chapter where again this Impoftor, bringing the 
fame Twelve Apoftles together, makes them fay, 
We the Twelve Apoftles of the Lord being here, together 
with our Fellow-<Apoftle Paul, and James the Bifhop, and 
the other Presbyters, and the fewen Deacons with us do 
charge you with thefe Divine Conftitutions. It is certainly 
falfe that ever the Apoftles at Ferufalem did own 
Paul to be cheir fellow-Apoftle while Fasmes the Bro- 
ther of Fobv was living. And when they of the 
‘Twelve who were then at Ferufalem, who were onl 

Peter and ‘John, did own St. Paul to be their fellow- 
‘Apoftle, they own’d Barnabas with hfm, ds we fee 
in Gal, ii, above mentioned. Againin Conft. Ap. viii. 
Book eap. ult. This Impoftor, coming to fpeak of 
Ordination, brings in the Twelve, and Paul with 
them, faying, We Tivelve Apoftles were ordained by our 
Saviour: (iurely not atthe Time fpoken of in 
‘toby xx.) Then he makes Fames and Clement {peak 
for themfelves, I Fames was ordained by the Apoftles, 
and I Clement, and cthers with us ------ and we all ordai- 
ned Priefts, and Deacons, and Subdeacons, and Leétors. 
Liow this pretended Clement was ordained he makes 
et, Peter tell usin thefe Words Conf, Ap. vii. 46, Of 


a 
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ithe Roman Church the jirft Bifhop was Linus, ---- ordsin'd 
by Paul; and after the Death of Linus the fecond Bifhop 
jwas Clement ordain’d by me Peter. There is no 
| Church-Hiftorian that makes the Death of /inus to 
| have been before 4. D. 64. and that was full 20. Years 
jafter the Death of Fames the Apoftle: yet here in 
ithe vill. Book, cap, wit. this Impudent Fellow takes 
juponhimto fay, [Clement wes ordained by the Apoftles s 
vand he faid ic as in the Prefence of Fames, though 
| ‘James was dead 20 Years before that Ordination. 
| There follow more Inftances in that Chapter of 
Primate Ojher. But thefe are enough to juitify the 
| Cenfure of that pious and learned Man, in calling 
| the Writer of thefe Conftitutions Idle Impoffor, and 
| Larvatus Clemens, and Pfeudo-Clemens, as he ufually 
| does, The beft Account that any one has given 
| of chefe Con/titutions, as far as I am able to judge, 
| was given by that great Man Bifhop Pearfon, in his 
| Vind. Ignat.\.4. There he fheweth that there were 
| anciencly feveral fpurious Books that were faid to be 
| written by the Apottles, or dictated by them to their 
| Difciples, who put them in Writing under the 


| Names of the Apoftles ; or perhaps they were only 


pretended to have been received from the Difciples 
of the Apoftles, and fo have been put out under 
their Names. Of the firft fort he is of Opinion that 
One was called Dougt’ Amstaoy another chiJaber "Asostawp’ 
and perhaps there might be feveral of thefe. Of 
the other fort, One was called Adkoegala Kasuevlog" 


another Pduyg of Ignatius: another of Polycarp; ano- 
ther of Hippolytus: and perhaps there were thole 
thac went under the Names of feveral others. The 
Confarcinator of thefe, he faith, had his Choice 
of all thefe great Names. But he took a particular 
Fancy to that of Clemens Romanus, whotn he plainiy 
imicates in fome litele Things, net worth mentio- 
ning ; for which Bifhop Pearfon juftly calls him the 
Ape of St. Clement. p. 63.119. But that he fhould 
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put out fuch Stuff under the Name of Clemens Romanus 


was furely a horrible Abufe to that Holy Bifhop, | 


whom St. Pawl mentions with honour in his Epiftle’ 
to Philemon, { it fhould be to the Philippians : |] and 


falutes Timothy in his Name, in his laft Epiftle before 


his Death. (‘This is a miftake alfo, for Linus. | But 


that thefe fhould be the genuine Work of that || 


Clenzens, | think never came into the Head of any 
Learned Man fince Learning came to flourifh in the 
World, fave only fuchas having given up themfelves 
to a Sec, have thought they could do great Service 
to their Sec by fuch Things as they had found in 
that Book. This was furely the Cafe of Turrian the 
Jefuit, who wrote warmly for this Opinion, becaufe 
he found Things in thefé Conftitutions which he 
thought might do great Service to the Roman 
Church. But the great Champions of that Church, 
the two Cardinals, Baronius and Bellarmin, having 
better confider'd this matter, have given them up, 
as more likely to difgrace their Caufe than to ferve 
it. For Baronius, you may find his Opinion of them 
in his Annals, 4. D. 102. N.iv. You have Bellarmin’s 
Opinion of them p. 53. &c.of the Paris o@avo Edition 
of his Book De Scriptor. cel. There have been fome 
alfo of the Proteftant Side who, tho’ not altogether 
of Pfeudo-Clemens Opinion in other Things, yet finding 
fome touches of Arianifm in this Book, have been 
thereby tempted to judgeit to be the Work of Clemens 
Romanus. One of thefe I fhall name to OU, 7. e. 
Chriftopher Sandius, in his Nucleus Hift.p. 66. Ge. And 
if you pleafe you may fee che moft Learned Dr. Bull, 
now Bifhop of St. Davids, opinion of him for it: It 
is in his Defenfio Fidei Nicena p. 50. of Dr. Grabe’s folio 
Edition. He fays of Sandius, Credas hominem, poft 
fidet & bone Confeiensice naufragium, padorem quoque om-~ 
nem perdidiffe: quippe conlemtiunt Reformati Thzologi omnes, 
neque reclamant bodie ex Pontificsis Critici Doctiores, .clamat 
werd res ipfa Conftitutiones illas Clementis non effe. N ow I 
| ice 
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| fee you are under the fame Temptation that drew 


| Sandias into this Opiriion. For it could be certainly 


‘nothing elfe but that you think you have this Book 
on your Side for thofe Opinions that fhould make 
you rave atthe rate that you do, in making it Popery 


and Prief-craft in us to lay afide the undoubtedly genuine 


Work of Clemens Romanus, I mean the Apoftolick Confti- 


| tution, and Original Fewilh and Gentile Liturgies contain d 
in the Seventh and Eighth Books of it : in comparifon of 
_ which allthe Books of Divinity wow extant, except the Sacred 
| Ones, are inconfiderable. 1 tell you my Opinion thac 
thisis raving. Iam heartily forry to fee : and fhould 


rejoyce and-blefs God for ic, if J could do any Thing 
for the Cure of it, Pray forbear publifhing any 


Thing till IT have feen you ; as L hope I may fhortly 


at London, if you pleafe. But if you go onat this 
Rate, I muft leave you to God ; and content my felf 


- to do what I can to prevent your doing farther mif- 


chief by the fpreading of your Opinions. lam 


SIR, 
Your much griev’d Friend, | 


but not yet out of Hope, 


W. WORCESTER.’ 


After this follow’d a long Appendix concerning 
our Saviours laft Paffover and Death, which was in 
Debate between us: which Death of Chrift I had 
plac’d on the sth, and his Lordfhip on the 14th of 
the Jewifh Month Nifan, This placing it ‘on the 
tsth his Lordfhip look’d upon as the moit pernicious 
Miftake in my whole Harmony of the Gofpels ; and 
by convincing me of which he’ was to make me fen- 
fible how unfit I was to write about the prefent Mat- 


ters. But this Appendix, andthe reft of chat Nature 
: an 
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in his Lordfhips Papers, is fo remote from the Aflairs 
now before us; and I am fo well prepar’d to fet 
that Matter in a clearer Light than ever upon a 
fuitable Occafion elfewhere; that I thall wholly 
omit ichere. Only I muft Affure the Reader that 
My Lords grand Foundation, is that the Con(titutions 
do bring in St. Fobz in particular as giving us the Re- 
lation of the Trial and Condemnation of our Savi- 
our, is utterly groundlefs, and without any juft Oc- 
cafion from the fame Confitutions: as he will eafil 
{ee upon Examination. And I mutt obferve to him 
that thofe few feeming fmaller Differences in the 
Accounts, as to the Circumftances of our Lords 
Paflion, here mention’d by the Bifhop, are fo far 
from Signs of Spurioufnefs in thefe Conftitutions, as 
his Lordfhip fuppofes, that ic is a great Mark of 
their Original Derivation from the Apottles them- 
felves: there being ftill the like {mall Varieties in 
the undoubted Accounts of the Four Gofpels com- 
pard together; and no later Authors ever giving 
us the like, bat all along following one or other 
of the Original Accounts taken from the fame 
Gofpels ; as is evident in all the lacer Writers. Howe- 
ver,thele Letters of my Lord Bifhop of Worceffer were 
efteem’d fo convidtive to the Reverend Dr. Bray, by 
whom they all were copied out and tranfmitted to 
me, and {hewn to feveral Others ; and gave fo great 
Aflurance of an intire Vidtory over me, that my 
Cafe was, E underftand, much pitied among feveral 
of my Friends at London; till I fent my Anfwers open 
the fame way: which were frequently fhew’d in 
London alfo.. This that follows in particular was 
read, I perceive, by the Lord Archbifhop of Yrk, 
and by Dr, Hickes. And it foon put an End to their 
‘Atiumphs. It was in thefe Words. | 


. My 


| 


| 
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My very good LORD, Camb. April 14. 1709. 

[ am very much obliged to your Lordfhip for the 
great Pains and Trouble you have been at upon my 
Account : and, when I have receiv’d all che Papers 
you incend me on my former Books, I fhall confider 
them all carefully ; and either change my Opinions, 
or fhew good Reafons why I cannot doit. For Evi+ 


dence, true Original Evidence, I ever {ubmic to 
_ when I fee it. 
ties, unfupported by the ochers, I have noc che leat 


But Modern Opinions and Authori- 


regard to, Only, while the Original Coafitution of 
the Apoftles prefervd by Epipbanius from his Eaftern 
uncorrupt Copy, and made che Reafon for their 
Rule about Eajfer, (ever obferv’d by the fame Apo- 
files, as your Lordfhip grants,) directly affirms thae 
Chrift was crucify’d on the fifteenth of Nifan,Heref\xx. 
$. II. p. 823. "Ev cit twice wis doorits zy xersdy Esuvewours 
your Lordfhip muft excufe me if I expect very {trong 
Demonftrations e’re I alter my Opinion in. thac 
Matter, and fay, he was crucify’d on the fourteenth: 


However, Good my Lord, How does my differing 
from your Lordfhips Opinionin a Point ever efteem’d 


fo difficult by the Learned ; and in which I believe 


_ the moft, and moft Judicious of this Age are of my 
Mind, how, Hfay, does this affe& the Arian Con- 


troverfie ; or prove me rafh, and proud, and obfti« 
nate in my Affertions on that Subje@ 2 If indeed the 
Original Texts and Teftimonies were as doubtfut 
in that, as they are in this Point, I fhould never be {o 
vain asto {peak and to adtas I do. Butona full, 
impartial, and honeft Enquiry into thofe Matters E 
am abundantly fatisfy’d that the rian Doétrines are 
thofe deliver'd by our Saviour, and his Apoftles, and 
all the firtt Chriftians, till Philofophy from the an- 


| tient Hereticks, particularly from Tertullian, prevail'd 
at Rome, the Seat of Antichrift ; and thence {pread 


ike a ‘Torrent over the Chriftian Church. Nay,: 


were 
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were it not improper perhaps to make fo bold a 


- Challenge, I do verily believe that I might engage 


to burn my own Collection of the Texts of Scripture 
and Antient Teftimonies in cafe any one would bring 
me but the Tenth Part of fo many, {fo antient, and fo 
plain Texts and Teftimonies, for the contrary 
Do@rine now current. For Example, I have here 
a Lift by me of Twenty Ante-Nicene Fathers who 
have own’d that God made or created our Saviour ; 
and that our Lord is his «minus, xticus, and Supateynue, 
or a Being really created by him, whereas I have met 
with none till Pope Dionyfius who was offended at 
that Language. I {peak of direct Affertions and Tefti- 
monies, not of poor remote Inferences from them, or 
from Philofophy and Metaphyficks ; which all 
the Herefies have ever fupported themfelves by. . For 
another Inffance, our Lord affures us that His Father 
is greater than He: that He did not know the Day of 
Fudgment : and that no Being. but bis Father knew it, 
In this Cafe Lexpect Texts as plain on the other Side ; 
and not fome poor Inferences from other ‘Texts not 
hear fo plain, e’re I at all alter:my Opinion. And 
4 wonder that your Lordfhip thinks to prove to me 
the Confubftantiality, Coequality, and Invocation 
of the Holy. Ghott from the Form of Baptifm, from 
that of Doxology, from a fingle Form of. Bleffing, » 
and from an Inference utttrly ungrounded and un- 
known to the Church in the firft Ages ; fince I al- 
low that the Bleffed Spirit is to be worfhip'd in thofe 
Forms, but never by Invocation. And I appeal to 
your Lordfhip whether you have the lea{t Reafon to 
believe that even fo late as the Council of Nice any. 
Chriftian ventur’d to Invocate the Bleffed Spirit of 
God : For I own the firft Inflance I have obfervd is 
about 30 Years later than that Council. But as to 
the moft concerning Part.of your Lordfhips Letter, 
about the Conftituticns of the Apoftles, 1 muft beg your 
Lordfhips Pardon if I {peak my Mind more eset 

our 
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| Your Lordfhip makes a few, and moft of them 


wholly ungrounded Objections. againft them ; as 


j 

)never having, I perceive, particularly and fairly 
examin’d upon what Authority they ftand, nor what 
| Parts are Genuine, and what interpolated by the 
Orthodox: (for they only have been fo wicked : and 
| from their interpolations of the Original Doxologies 


| 


| guments proceed for the Invocatios of the Holy 


Churches, as the fecret and facred Rule of the Faith, 
\Worfhip, and Difcipline of the Chriftian Church, to be 
/tranfmitted to all future Generations: thar accor. 
| dingly this Book was all along own’d and cited as’ 
fuch in all the fucceeding Ages, till the Eleventh 
| Century ; When the Pope, or his Legate difcarded’ 
ic; and in all probability forg’d a Paflage in the 
jfixch general Council, as if it had been inter- 
polated by Hereticks : har the Citations, Allufions, 
| Or Atteftacions in the firft four Centuries amount to 
ithree or four Hundred at the leaft : that Athanasius, 
thac grand Corrupter of the Chriftian Faith, cheared 
the poor Erhiopians with a miferable Extra our of it, 
and gave it them as the real Original Conftitutions 
‘themfelves ; which till this Day they believe it to be: 
that when the Churches Faith and Worfhip were al- 
tend,‘ thefe fecret Conftitutions were made publick 
| to 
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to all,after the middle of the fourth Century: that after 
a liccle Examination they were by all own’d to be 
really Apoftolical, and to be really written by 
St. Clement: that they are and ever were in the Ori- 
ginal Canon of the facred Books of the New Tetta- 
ment ; and were Antiently ever efteem’d of equal 
Authority with the neft of them : rbat the Church 
of Rome, and the Weft corrupted its Copy in feveral 
Points again{t the Ariazs, and to fupport her own 


Novel Decrees; while Epiphanius and all the Eafterri — 


Churches preferv’d the true and Original Reading ; 
that almoft all your Lordfhips Objections againft ic 
are taken from thofejPlaces, interpolated in the Weft, 
or at Alexandria ; and which were otherwife in the 
Eaftern and genuine Copies: Nay, from the old 
Citations may generally be reftor’d at this Day. 
When all this appears to the World, and wndeniably 
appears, as I hope it foon will, I believe your Lord- 
fhip will alter your Stile, if not your Opinion concer- 
ning thefe Conftitutions ; and will not think Two or 
Three Appearing Difficulties, or feeming contra- 
dictions any more Arguments of their {pnrious Cha- 
racter, than above ten. Times fo many in the Books 
of the New Teftament in our prefent Canon are 
Arguments of their Falfhood and Spurioufnefs alfo, 
Nor, if an Interpolation or two fhould be {tilt 
fufpected, as remaining therein, after all our En- 
deavours to difcover them, will that any more affect 


the Body of the Confticutions than that grofs Interpo- — 


lation in St. Fobn’s firft Epiftle does affect that whole 


Epittle, or the reft of the Books of the New Tefta- 


ment. I call it a grofs Interpolation, whatever your — 


Lordfhip thinks ;.co put a Verfe into the Bible with- 
out any one Greek Copy, Antient Quotation, or 


Verfion till about che middle of the third Century by. 


Cyprian ; the Origin of which fingle Citations alfo | 
now fo probably difcover'd by the Learned :' and.a | 


Verfe fo very difagrecable,-at leaftas apply’d by your 
Bova: 
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fhip to the Coherence of the Place, and all the 
other Texts and Teftimonies in genuine Antiquity. 
Tertullian plainly never faw it ; nor any one that 
we know befides, till ic was found ufeful againftthe 
Arians; and then no. Wonder art its Introdu@ion. 
Let me beg of your Lordfhip to keep one Ear open 
for Antient Truth, and Genuine Chriftianiry ; and 
not, like your great Predeceffor, run your felf 
aground in the Defence of Modern Corruptions ; 
which will foon appear utterly indefenfible. Iam 


_ with all due Submiffion and Sincerity. 


| Your Lordfhips moft obedient 
[My other Papers 
have been long with both Son and Servant. 


the Archbifhops ] 


WiLL Wuiston. 


The Reader is here to obferve that foon after, if 
q 


| not before, the Date of this Letter, Dr. Bray receiv'd 
| from the Archbifhop of Yrk his Copy of my Papers 


relating to the [rinity and Incarnation, to be fent to 
the Lord Bifhop of Worcefer, whither they were a 
lictle after fent accordingly. Yet in all this long 
interval fince, [ have not receiv’d a Line farther from 
his Lordfhip either in Anfwer to my Letter, or with 
Relation te the other Papers. I have put all ‘thefe 
Accounts together becaufe they belong to my De- 
bates with My Lord of Worceffer ; altho’ the latter 
Part of them are lower in Point of Time, than that 
whereto I had brought the prefent Hiftory. I re- 
turn therefore to the former Series. Soon after my 
firft Letter to our moft Reverend Metropolitans and 
their Anfwers, I received two Letters from the 
Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of Norwich, with 
whom I had the Honour of an {Intimate Acquain- 
ance many Years ; the firft only in general, on Oc- 
I cafion 
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cafion of uncertain Reports concerning my Opini- 
ons, and the other after I had given his Lordfhip 
fome Account.of them my felf. I fhall tcranfcribe 
what is moft Material hereto relating ; which 
was in his Lordthips fecond Letter, in thefe Words. 


_._. I thank you for the Account you give me 
of the Work you have in Hand: and asI fee no 
Hurt in fach a fair and intire Collection as you {peak 
of, fo I fee none of that Good you propofe by it: 
becaufe People, the Learned at leaft, will think of 
thefe Matters as they have done from fuch a Perufal 
of the Scriptures and Fathers, unlefs by fome Com- 
ment of yours they are fhewn that they ought to do 
otherwife. And when it comes to the drawing of 
Inferences from fuch a Colle&ion, I leave it to you 
to confider whether it is likely that your Inference 
fhould be more juft than that which the Church in 
the general has fo long acquiefc’d in, after fo much 
acute Contention and Search as has been into and 
about thefe Matters. I think you have already 
fhewn that you can Err ; and that a little more 
Coolnefs would do you no Hurt. I cannot believe 
that you your felf think fo well of your Defign as 
that it will end all Difputes about thefe Things, as 
you feem to exprefs. I fhall moft heartily rejoyce 
with you if ic does, and blefs God for you ; as Ido 
now pray that he would-lead you into all neceflary 


and ufeful Truth ; for lam very fincerely 


Your affectionate 
Friend and Servant. 


C. NorwicuH. 


About the fame Time, z. e. about Aug. 1708. I drew 
up aimail Imperfect Effay upon the Apoftolical Conftitu- 


tions 


shay a8 


PARES AEC Ft Si 
| tions, and offer’dit to the Reverend Dr, Laney Matter 
Of Peimbroke-Hall, the then Vice-chancellor, for his 
Licence to be printed ae Cambridge, ; -having taken 
) Care that it fhould be as inoffenfive as potlible, and 
‘Should contain nothing but what related to that 
Critical Queftion, whether they were genuine and 
|fincere ; or,whecher they were {purious or interpola- 
ited. The Anfwer I receiv’d from the Perfons im- 
ploy’d to carry my Effay was in thefe Words. 


q 
i 


Mr. Profeffor, 


_ The Vice-Chancellor does not think it fit to give an 
|Imprimatur to it 3 he thinks it not Orthodox. 


Upon this I went in fome Time to London, in 
order to print it there. But was delay’d by Reafon 
of fomewhat that happen’d upon ‘the “Learned 
Dr. Grabe's perufal of it, and upon my Difcourfe 
with him about it, This Matter occafion’d a 
current Report of my having falfely related what 
ipafs’d betweenus, infomuch that a Learned Forei- 
ner, (who was defir'd by feveral confiderable Men at 
Oxford to enquire about me, and difcourfe me when 
lhe came to Cambridge, as he did accordingly) was 
fo Zealous for Orthodoxy as to fend a particular 
toe to Cambridge, as from Dr. Grabe’s contrary 
Relation, to my Difparagement. ‘To this Lerrer E 
immediately made my Anfwer, Take therefore 
ithe whole of the Matter in the very Words of this 
\Foreiners Letter, andinmy own Words, chen fub- 
join’d thereto, as follows, 


Mr. Wilkins Letter to Ar. Hues, Fellow of 
Jefus-Colledge. 


Reverend SIR, Oxford Noy. 22.1708. 


I cannot but gratefully temember the great Kind- 
Melis and Civilicy you have been pleas’d to beftow 
| L) 2 On 
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on me when I was at Cambridge: fo that ina great 


Meafurel profefsmy felf to be in your Debt: which 
ehat I may pay, your felf muft give me an Occafion. 


Not long after I came from your Univerfity, Dr.Grabe 
came to Oxford, andas he 1s ufed'to be kirtd and free | 


with me, I told him about Mr. Whifons Defign: 
But he knowing every Thing very well, efpecially 
of Clement’s Conffitutions, ( which Mr. Whifton thinks 
to prove genuine, tho’ he is never able to do’t») 
wonders that Mr. Whi/fon pretends to fay that (he ) 
Dr. Grabe is in this Thing of his Opinion. Nay he 
is fo far from that, that he thinks himfelf oblig’d to 
write againft Mr. Whiffos, affoon as his Treatife 
comes out. The Reafon isthis: Mr. Whiffon ( as 
you know ) was laft Michaelmas at London; andin 


his ftaying there thought to print the Con/fitutions of 


St Clement, with fome Annotations, which fhould 
eftablifh his following Tra& of Arianifm. ‘Tho’ be- 
fore he went to his Bookfeller, he came to Dr. Grave, 
direéted by the Spirit of God, to whom he fhewed 


his Treatife, wtitcenin Englifh, defiring to give 


his Cenfure. But Dr. Grabe looking in his Prefence 
over his Treatife oculé curforid anfwer'd him with fuch 
Arguments that Mr. Wbiffon promis’d him not to 
print it now, till he had feen the MS. of Vienna; 
(containing thefe Clement’s Conftitutions,) which, as 
Dr. Grabe fays, will knock him down with one 
Shock, and Mr. Whifton himfelf told Dr. Grabe that 
he would think himfelf wrong if he could procure 


_ = 


him the Sight of chat Manufcript. Concerning his _ 


Arianifm, Dr.Grabe could never bring him to {peak 
of it: at leatt as Dr. Grabe urg’d Bifhop Bull’s Works, 


and .his own Annotations upon him, Mr. Whiffos | 
{aid thefe very Words; I have nothing to fay againft | 


your Notes upon Dr. Bull's Trad. How does that 
aeree with his Obftinacy that he ufes at Cambridge ? 
Sure he that hath read the Fathers but of late, and 


! 


not all, but fome few, is not a true Judge of the | 


Doctrine 
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'DoGrine taught by them, which requires 20 or 40 
'Years todo. But Lam afraid I detain you Jong 
wich my trifling Letrer, I muft beg your Pardon 
and Excufe for the Faults I have committed therein. 
| Pray remember me kindly to Mr. Ockley, and believe 


'me chat Tam in all Sincerity 


Dear S1R, 


| 


Your ever Affectionate Friend 


and humble Servant. 


Davinv WILKINS, 


An Account of what pafsd between Dr. Grabe and 
| Mr. Whitton about Michaelmas daft at London, fo far 


as relates to Mr. Wilkins Letter. 


Mr. Whifton coming to Dr. Grabe, and bringing him 
an Effay on the Apojftolical Confeitutions, left it with 
him for his Perufaland Opinion. When Mr. Whijfon 
came forhis Papers, Dr. Grabefaid, he had read them 
but once + but that he defign’d to read them again, 
. had noc his Bufinefs about the Septuagint hindred him 5 
“Sheet of which was juft then come from Oxford. 

Dr. Grabe both then and before feem’d highly pleas’d 

with the Defign, faid more than once that he had, 

but the Day before Mr. Whiffon came, had an Im- 


preflion upon him to write to Vienna for a {mall MS. 


~ mention’d in his Spiciligivm [ p.287.Tom.1. | which 
| was likely to give Light who was the Colle&or or 
jo Writer of thefe Conffitutions. Since Dr. Grae, tho 
~ he own’d the firft Book written by Clemens, as being 
his Stile, and conld not deny the fifth Book to be 
written in the Weft, where Clement livd; yet {uppos’d 
ignatius the Colle@or of the fecond Book, as having 
{everal of his Words and Expreflions, as Hippolytus 

3 was 


ne nt ere PRN ANS SA oe ar RLS. ss PF 


© ee - . . 
i aS theta te eet i Arles oneaee capstan treet ara 


ee we 


ne eT TE a 


54 An Fisftorical 
was the Colleétor .of the Eighth. But own’d, with 
great Zeal and Conctérn: in general, the genuine 
Truth and Apottolical Antiquity of this Colle@ion ; 
excepting fome Points wherein the later Alterations 
in the Church’s Difcipline had occafion’d Alterations 
in this Collection: Mr, Wiffon faid that fuch Alte- 
rations he did not deny ; but that for the Doétrine 
he thought it wholly Right, and agreeable to the 
Scripture, and the other Antient Books now extant ; 
and particularly had met with no Examples of any 
Arian interpolations: and defir’d Dr. Grabe to tell him 
whether he knew of any. Dr.Grabe paus’d, and gave 
no Examples,. appearing utterly’ at a lofs for any: - 
but all along own’d his high Efteem for thefe Con- 
{titutions, and that feveral Years azo he offer’d to 
have fet out anew Edition of them ; and faid it was 
his Opinion thar till the three firft Centuries are made 
our Rule; and particularly thefe Conftitutions re- 
{tor’d to be the Guide of the Church, inftancing in 
the form of Confecration of the Eucharift, which 
was always at firft according to that in the Fighth 
Book, he expected no Amendment nor better Times. 
In all which Mr. Whifon fully agreed with him ; 
and told him that he had written a Direction for Studies 
to the fame Purpofe, which he defign’d to propofe 
to the World.;. @ud that he had made an Extra@ of 
the Teltimonies of the earlieft Times about fome of 
the great Points of our Religion, in the very method 
Dr. Grabe propos’d for the Determination of Modern 
Controverfies, Mr. Whiffon did not tell Dr. Grabe 
that he had found the Original Do@rine to be that 
of the Arians: nor did Dr. Grabe, he fuppofes, ar all 
know before, that that was his Opinion. Norindee 

had they any dire& Difcourfe about that Matter at 
ail, Only onthe Mention of Hyppolytus, Mr. Whiffon 
Jaid tha the common Cirations in Bifhop Bull out of 
him were of weak Aurhority ; as being either Sup- 
iticious or very doubrful,asto our oayioursDiyinity: 


but that Dr. Grabe had given us more Authentick 
ones from him in his Additions to Bifhop Bul] on the 
fame Subje@: [which Mr. Wbiffon had inferted inta 
his prefene Extra, but that they were later than the 
Times he confin’d himfelf to. ] After all, Dr. Grabe 
was fo kind as to inform Mr. Whiffox of two eminent 
Citations of the Conftitutions ;.the one by Origen, che 
other by Chryfoftom, which Mr. Whiffen thank’d him 
heartily for: and Dr. Grabe alfo promis’ to write 
immediately to Viewna for the foremention’d {mall 
MS. [not for the Con/fitutions themfelves, | thatif pofii- 
ble we might have fome more Light in this Matter 
before Mr. Whiffon publifh’d his Eflay. To which 
Mr. Whiffon readily agreed. Afterward Dr. Grabe 
met with Mr. Whiffon in the Street, and ask’d him, 
why he faid che Paraphras’d Epiftles ot Ignatius [ or 
the larger Epiftles | were written in the fecond Cen- 
tury ? Mr. Whiffon reply’d, Becaufe all the Caaraéters 
in them were no later. 

I believe that Mr. Wilkins wrote the Account above- 
miention’d, becaufe I fee ic under his own Hand ; 
but that Dr. Grade ever gave him that Account, as ic 
is there contain’d, Ido not believe. Nor, fince I 
find Mr. Wilkins’s Heat and Mittakes fhall IT much 
value his Account of what pafs’d between him and 
my felf at Cambridge. We that imagins 20 or 4o 
Years Study neceflary to know the meaning of 
Authors who may be carefully read over in a part of 
one Year; and dares not truit Authors of the firft, 
fecond and third Centuries,till he has the Explicati- 
ons of the fourch, fifth and fixth, to underftand them 
by, [as he faid in his Conference with me, | fhall 
not be the Guide of my Faith. Andindeed, if he 
had added, that we cannot well underftand thofe of 
the fourth, fifth and fixth, till we alfo have the Expli- 
cations of the feventh, eighth and ninth Centuries, 
he had fpoken notably, and faid more for the Pri-— 
mitive Antiquity of the novel Doctrines of Popery 
D 4 than 


En 


56 Ae Fi;ftorical 


than any Body. But I kmow Dr. Grabe has no fuch 
Notions ; and fo they are not at all to be charg’d 
Ypon him. 

December 16. 1708. WiLtu. WHIsTON. 


Soon after this began the Correfpondence by 
Letters between my Excellent Friend Dr. Bradford 
and my felf; occafion’d by fome Reports fpread of 
me in London, with Relation to himfelf, and our 
common and highly valued Friend Dr. Lucas. ‘There 
pais’d in all, three or four Letters on each Side. But 
vecaufe the two firft were the moft Material, and I 

a 


i 
t 
a 


find my felf nor to have preferv’d the Copies of my 


Anfwers any farther, as thinking ic probably of no 
Coniequence, I fhall only tranf{cribe Doctors the two 
foimer Letters and my Anfwérsto them, as follows. 


S IR, Londou, Decemb. 28. 1708. 
By what you faid when laft in Town, I had fome 
Expectation of feeing you here about this Time, 
But not being certain of your Intentions, I was obli- 
gd to trouble you with thefe Lines upon the Occa- 
jion following. Dr. Lucas and I have each of.us fe- 
verally been infornyd that in difcourfing on the 
Subject which was the Matter of our Debate when 
wefaw you, you have faid that heand I were of the 
fame Mind with you. You cannot'but remember, Sir, 
that both of us did in very good earneft endeavourto 
convince you that you was-in the Wrong; and 
were {fo far from being convinc’d by you, that we 
urg’d (as to us.appear’d) feveral ftrong Arguments 
againit your Perfuafion. And if you a& by the 
Rule of Chriftian’Charity you ought to believe that; 
if we were fatisfy’d with what you offer'dindefence | 
of your Sentiments, we would-not from any worldly 
Confiderations perfiftin denying it. I cannot there~ 
fore 
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fore afcribe this Accufation to any thing elfe but that 

Zeal with which you have entred into your new 
Scheme ; which it feems appears to you fo clear that 
you determin that every honeft Man mutt be of your 
Mind ; and he that does not own himfelf to be fo 
cannot be fincere. As to Dr. Lucas he defires me to 
affure you that the more he thinks of the Matter, the 
farther he is from approving your Judgment in chis 
Inftance. As to my felf, I have entred upon the 
Courfe I promis’d, viz. to take into ferious Contide- 
ration the Authorities on which you depend, be- 
ginning with the Confiturions. And I cannot forbear 
telling you, that there appear to me fo many Marks 
of Forgery in them, that I wonder how a Perfon of 
your Judgment can give fuch Deference to them. 
They feem to me a Compofition of fome Antient 
Cuftoms and Opinions, and fome other of much |a- 
terdate, and by no Means to be depended upon till 
we have a fure Method of diftinguifhing one from 
the other. And whatever you may think of Dr Grabe, 
he tells me he is perfectly of the fame Mind with me 
herein. What Account he has from Vienna I do not 
Know, but I believe you will hear that from himfelf, 
he being lately come to Town. And if you fhould 
find your felf miftaken in che Conffitutions, I hope 
you will think it reafonable co reconfider your other 
Authorities alfo, and not venture to expole your 
Thoughts to publick View till you have heard wha 


1 
bLau 


your Friends have to offer againft them. However 


te 2 
tho’ you are at Liberty to determin for your felf, 
both what you will think, and what you will d 
yet Juftice will oblige you to let your Friends think 
and {peak for themfeives, and to charge them with, 
holding no other Opinions than what them{elves do. 


t 
own: and I am fure that if you keep to this Rule 


i } 


rou mutt allow me to be utterly diffatisfy’d with 
) ec 
what you have drawn up in the Papers you left 


ae ‘ PPA. itv To nqeat APA (Gee 
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great Efteem for your Perfon, and am with all 


Ce “4 u 
oincerity, S I R, 


Your affectionate Friend 


and humble Servant. 


SAM BRADFORD. 


JAy Reply to this Letter was as follows, 


Camb. Decemb. 18. 1708. 
received yours: which occafion’d {fome Wonder 
id Surprife in me: altho’ after this Account from 
you and Dr. Lucas, as wellas from the Retreat of 
another Perfononce in great part, of my Mind alfo, 

fhall no more wonder at the like Procedure in 
others, of lefs Courage, Integrity, and Impartiality. 
Your Letter, inftead of bringing any Original 
Teftimonies againft my Account, which is the 
Principal Point, and without whichall you can fay 
will at lait come to Nothing, . brings me the News, 
you have been mifinformd, as well as Dr. Lucas, 
that I charge you both with Arianifm, or that in 
general you are of my Mind, which is utterly falfe, 
as all T converfe with can tettify. In fome things, 
and thofe of Confequence, you were both of my 
Mind when I was with you. Whether you have 
changd your Opinions fince I know not: and.in 
fuch Points where we were of a Mind I fuppofe I 
may have faid fo: and when I know that either of 
you have alcer’d your Mind, I will certainly fay fo 
alfo. But why you believe the idle Mifreprefentati- 
ons that of Courfe*will pafs abroad, 1 do-not under- 
fiand. I do not defire to know either your or 
Dr. Lucass Opinion for my own Satisfa@ion, for I 
lave caken my Notions trom the only competence 
Witneiles, 


4 
td 
a 
rs 

pended 

ee 
f= 
~~ 
te 
oO 


me AGA OS 


Ppa 
(ree, 


BOS ita ey pee —— a a ae Ea 


PREE ACE, 59 


| Witneffes, the Original Authorsthemfelves ; and am 
not to be perfuaded by any Opinions of the eigh- 
teenth Century, that thofe of the firft and fecond 
were other than driaw. You fpeak of your and 
Dr.Grabe’s Opinion about the Conftitutions. Dr, Grabe I 
_ -well know from his Spiciligium in Print, and from a 
| particular Converfation,and it’s well that his is alfoin 
| Print, or elfe it would be faid that I mifreprefent him 
| alfo. You ftrangely impofe on your felf when you 
think that fome Alterations and Interpolations made 
fince their firft Colleétion imply that the Paflages Ide- 
pend on are fuch ; fince’tis moft plain that every indi- 
| vidual Inftance of thatNaturé was made by the Church, 
| and bythe Orthodoxy, nay fome directly again/t the 
| .drians. .And not one Example has ever yet been 
| producd, I think, of an Arian Corruption or Inter- 
| polation in the whole Work. I put thisvery Quefti- 
| on to Dr. Grabe, whether he had met with any Arias 
| Interpolations in them? and upon.a little Confide- 
| rationhe could name none. And I expe itof you, 
| asthe Right of Truth and Sincerity, that you put 
| that very Queftion to him, and own his Anfwer, 
|. whether it will not agree to the fame Thing. So 
| that the Confitutions are now ftronger againft the 
Orthodox than if they were uncorrupted, as {till 
_ appearing Arian, after all thofe Corruptions to the 
_ contrary. If you can fee no Forcein this Reafoning 
| [cannot help it ; nor {hall pretend to prove the Ge- 
nuine Antiquity of the Con/fitutions here, as referving 
| it for a Book by it felf, which is now almoft per- 
| fected ; and will not fear all the little Exceptions 
that Modern Orthedoxy has help’d Men to raife in 
a clear Cafe, altho’ my own Opinion was fix'd ia 
all but one Point before I faw thofle Con/titutions, by 
the other Teftimonies. Dr.Grabe’s Opinion is in 
pag. 45.inthele Words : Id omnino videtur certum, Li- 
brym, iftuma ex traditionibus quas Ecclefie ab Apoftolis bic 
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guidem fub finem feculi primi, aut faltem ipfo feculi fecundi 
initio, Pray take his Book, and read the Words 
there with your own Eyes ; for, fince you fuppofe me 
to have falfify’d in declaring your and Dr. Lucas’s 
Opinions,’ you may fufped even the fairnefs of my 
tran{cribing his Words. Tho’truly, afterall, I fear 
tis not fo much your Belief that I charg’d you. with 
what you never faid, as an unbecoming fear of unac- 
ceptable Imputations, if your real Thoughts fhould 
appear in Public, which occafion’d your Letter ; 
which Ilook upon not, I hope, as iaconfiftent with, 
but however as no part of that Sincerity which you 
ought to fhew upon this,as you do upon other,Occa- 
fions, I may now be run down with Noife and Num- 
ber fora Time,bur certain Truths, weil attefted, have 
a fecret Force, and gradually gain Ground, efpeci- 
ally in the growing Generation. Anda great Day 
is coming wherein I am perfuaded that that open 
honeft Courage for the defpifed Truths of God which 
Ifhew, will appear to have the Advantage of the 
prudential and political Management of the great- 
eft part of Mankind. With humble Service to good 
Dr, Lucas‘and all Friends, I fubf{cribe my felf, 


P.S. Pray defire Your affectionate Friend, 
Dr.Grabe to fend me 
: Sk ae and Brother 
the Vienna MS. if f 
it be come. Witt WHIsToNn. 


N. B. This Vienna MS. here mention’d, . which 
Ar. Wilks, as it were from Dr. Grabes Mouth, | 
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firms in his foregoing Letter would knock me down 
with one Shock, appear'd, when it came, to knock 
down Athanafias initead of Me. It proving to be a 
part of thofe Erbiopick Conftitutions in Greek, (indeedI | 
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think the two firft of the intire eight Books, )-with 
which Athazefius, ov fomebody under him, cheated 
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the poor Chriftians of Erhiopia ; as I fhall prove in my 
Effay on thofe Conftitutions themfelves. Dr. Bradford's 
fecond Letter was this which follows. 


? 


London. St. Thomas Apoftles, Fan. 22.1708. 


Dear S I R, 

[ fhould have reply’d to yours fooner ; but finding 
by the Manner of your exprefling your felfin ir, you 
continu’d with full Affurance to adhere to your 
Scheme ; even to the pafling no kind Cenfure on 
thofe that differ from you; IL was willing to take 
another View of your Teftimonies and your Argu- 
ments: which I have done with all the ferious Appli- 
cation poffible. And after all, I cannot but itill 
wonder that you fhould be fo very pofitive in your 
prefent Perfualion. I very well remember how far 
Dr. Lucas and L agreed with you, and wherein we 
differ'd ; and, as we have not chang’d our Minds in 
the former, foneither have weinthelatrer.. I always 
did and freely do affent to Bifhop Ball's Thefis con- 
cerning the Subordination of the Son to the Father. 
I always did and always fhall heartily wifh, and, 
if it were in my Power, I fhould endeavour thar all 
the Liturgies of the Church were reducd to as 
great a Simplicity and Plainnefs as might be. Thus 
far lagree with you. ButI canas freely and honeftly 
declare my felf no Arian, as you do that you are one, 
And it feems ftrange that whilft you blame the Or- 
thedox for adding new Atticles of Faith to the Pri- 
mitive onés, You fhould not be afraid at the fame 
Time to affert other new ones in direct Oppofition 
to thofe you account fo. You will underftand me 
fully when I tell you that I. couid no more be per- 
fuaded to fubfcribe your celebrated Exnomian Creed, 
than you would the Athanafien. IfL am not much 
miftaken,many of thofe Paffages you have cited from 
Freneus, (toomany to be here mention’d,) are directly 
| againit 
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againit you. And indeed you feem to me to have 
improv’ all the Paflages thar feem for you with 
much dexterity ; whilft al pafs over the other 
too flightly. I can by no means admit your very 
fuperficial and evafive cdmiteds upon Ireneus’s 
faying that, the Father made all Things, per femet- 
ipfaid You fhoul d, according to my EPPA GGD 
have taken ‘equal ‘Pains to anfwer to the Tefti- 
monies alledg’d j by Bifhop Ball,- and many of them 
By your felf, as to adorn thofe which you have ad- 
ded. Icannotina Letter go over Particulars. But 
q Hie obferv’d mary Thines i in the perufal of your 
pis which deferve your Review ; and which E 

\l heartily wifh you would forbear to publifh. Ac 
ie att your Defence of the Conlftitus ions Ought to appear 
firft, that you may fee what will be {aid to take off 
{o confiderable a Part of your Teftimonies.- £ have 
not met with Dr. Grabe fince your Letter came: if I 
had I fhould not have made any difficulty to have put 
your Treats to him, nor to have return’d his An- 
{wer: tho’ upona hafty Perufal of what he fays in 
his Spicil. it feems to me that he does not ufe thofe 
Words you produce of the Con/fitutions, as we now 
have them, but of the Doctrine ‘of the Apottles as firit 
publifh’d. Pray read backward and forward a Page 
or two from that you mention, and you may poflibly 
agree with me herein. I havemany Things to ani 
but am fore’d to write in haft, being call'd upon by 
other Bufinefs: and therefore with my earneft Pray- 
ers that God may preferve us all humble, modeft, and 
fincere ; and inake us to underftand and obey his 
Truth, ‘according to his own Revelation, I fub{cribe 
my felf 

I R, Your faithful Friend, 


and humble Servant. 
Sam BRADFORD 


19 


To which I immediately return’d the following Anfwer. 


Dear S I R, Camb. ‘Fan. 23. 1702, 
[received yours ; and wonder you fhould think 
me defirous of any ones figning any Creed fo modern 
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as Eunomius.. I think his Creed truemy felf: but ab- 
_hor the Thoughts of impofing any other than an un- 
_contefted one upon the Church : 


fuch as is the 
largeft in the Con/fitutions. andif you, and Dr. Lucas, 
and fuch other honeft Men as are of the fame Opini- 
nion would openly own the fame Thing, and a&u- 


ally leave off that of Vigilius Thapfitanus, it would 
much contribute to the Reformation defir’d. I alfo 


hope that you will own fo many of my Propofitions 


true as you are fatisfy’d in ; and let me know which 


in your Opinion are not fufficiently warranted by 


| the Teftimonies, That I may reconfider and alter 
| them, For my defign is to publifh an Authentick 


Account of the Chriftian Faith in the earlieft Ages : 
and if any Miftakes be yetin the Propofitions, pray 
let me beg of you tohelp me to amend them. Be- 
caule Irenaeus, Tertullian, and others, after Philofophy 


| came in. venturd to affirm that the Son was in a fe- 


cret Manner in the Father before his Generation or 
Creation, and that he was made out of a Part of the 
Subftance of his Father, as Tertullian aflerts ; whence 
frerward, in all probability, came the éyotoos, [ have 
{aid nothing in any Propofition againit them ; tho’ 
Ido not my felf believe them, as being plainly no 
Parts of Chriftian Revelation, Nor were they by 
them pretended to be fuch; but propos’d as bare Hu- 
man Deductions. I {uppofe you would not have me 
put fuch Things into my Propofitions your felf: and 


‘ therefore how this affe@s my main Scheme I do noe 


underftand. You always feem to imagin that che 
Antients had fome Notion that the Generation or 
Production of the Son was not voluntary but neceffa- 
ry 
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ry: of which I find no Footfteps, but always. the 
contrary. Pray obferve thisinthe Antient Expretii- 
ons. You feem alfo to think that the Metaphyfick, 
or real Eternity of the Son was by the Antients, or by 
Trencus at leaft, fuppos’d after his real Production or 
Generation ; whereas it was always fuppos'd before 
it: which I beg of you to obferve in the old Authors, 
and if you pleafe, to ask Dr. Grabe alfo. |'Thefe are 
the mo{t Material Points ; and I hope you will con- 
fider them with care accordingly. But when Jrenzus 
{fo plainly and exprefsly owns the Son inferiour to 
the Father; and that he did not know the Day of 
Judgment, as not being reveal'd to him by the Father; 
that in his divine Nature he appear’d to the Patriarchs, 
entred really into the Virgins, Womb, and really 
faffer’d for usin human Flefh, I wonder you fhould 
oncesimagin that he, by thac Expreflion you men+ 
tion, fhould fuppofe him the fame Being with his 
Father. You have heard the Moderns talk mightily 
of thefe three Divine Perfons being One in Subftance 
and Divinity ; So you carry that Notion in yout 
Mind, andthen the Expretlion looks that way to 
you: juft as the Ninth to the Romans looks plain 
for Calvinifm to fome Modern Authors ; whereas the 
Antients, who never dream’d of any fuch Opinions, 
could not particularly guard againft them in their 
Expreffions. Neither isit certain that Irenaeus refers to 
the Son and the Holy Ghoft at all there ; but perhaps 
co'the Attributes of God,his Power and Wifdom only. 
However, you know and approve my Rule to admit 
nothing as a Doétrine of Chriftianity which can be 
cracd no higher than the Philofophic Writers. 
Dr. Grabe in the Paffage refer’d to, {peaks of the 
Dantkes viv dmstawy OL Confritutions of the Apoftles, 
quoted by Epiphanius ; which by a itrange unground- 
ed Miftake he is ready to confound in Part wich the 
duos vey dasoaoy. Whereas Epiphonius has almott gi~ 

ren us an Abridgement of the Book he means.at the 
End 
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End of his own Book againft Herefies ; which puts 
it with me paft Difpute that he means the Conftiturions 
we now have: and I wonder the Learned_have no¢ 
yet been fo fair to the World as to own fo plain a 
Truth from that Abridgement. The. Additions to 
the Original Colle@tions in Dr. Grabe’s Words were, 
in Points wherein the Churches Pra@ice afterward 
was alterd ; exceptis, lays he, iis pumctis que recentioris 
iftius evi con{uetudini erant adverfa : which has no 
Relation to the Arian Interpolations ; but I believe 
will not excufe thofe of the Church, and of the Or- 
thodox. You caution me againft printing, at leaft 


) till L have publifh’d the Effay on the Conffitations. 1 
| thought [ had already inform‘d you of my. Intention 
_ to che fame Effeét.. For I have found fo much more 


Evidence for the Con/titutions fince Dr. Grabe faw-my 


| Papers, that I almoft durft put the whole [Tue of 


the Caufe upon them ; tho’ indeed there is no Occa- 
fion for fo doing. I wifh you would carefully read 
over that judicious Author Novatian deTrinitate, and 
fee how very near his Account of the Antient 
Dodtrines is to mine: and yet mine was drawn up 
before I read that Book : and has been very little al- 
terd fince. However, I cannot but chink it the Du- 
ty of honeft Men to own freely what is fo plain, 
(1.) That the One and Only Supreme God of the 
Chriftians is no other than God.the Father. (2.) 
That the Original Supreme Worfhip is due only to 
him. (3.) That the Son is Inferiour, as well as Sub- 
ordinate to the Father. (4.) That he is not equally 
Omnifcient with him. (;.) That the Holy Ghott.is 
Inferiour as well as Subordinate to both the Father 
and the Son. (6.) That he was never exprefsly cal- 
led God or Lord by the firft Chriftians ; nor was 
ever Invocated by them. (7.) That the Son was be- 
gotten or created by the Father only before the World ; 


. whatever fecret Erernity he had before his Genera- 


tion or Creation. Thefe.are Truths fo plain.in the 
BR Scripture 
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Scripture and firft Writers that any one may fee 
them ; and yet fo miferably perverted or deny’d by 
the Moderns that ’tishigh Time to attempt the refto- 
ration of the true Ancient Faith of Chriftians in 
thefe Matters. But why inftead of joining heartily 
with me where we agree, and trying to correc& any 
occafional Miftakes in the reft, and fo affifting in 
this honeft and Chriftian Defign, you ftill difcou- 
rage my Attempt, and are afraid of being thought 
a Partnerinit, I doby no means underftand. How- 
ever, I moft heartily join in your honeft and 
Chriffian Petitions ; and earneftly beg that God may 
preferve me and you and all good Chriftians Humble, Modeft, 
nd Sincere ; and make us to underftand and obey bis Truth 
according to his own Revelation; through his well. be- 
loved Son Fe/us Chrif our Lord. I am in all fincericy 


Your affeionate Brother, 
and Servant 


W. WHIsTON., 


P.S. T cannot but wonder that you ftill avoid our 
saviours Expreffion, The Father is greater than I, and 
chufe the Word Subordinate, as being Safer Do@rine 
at prefent. Till we are not afham’d of Scripture 
Language we muft never fay we are intirely impar- 
tial in thefe Matters. Ido not know of any Authen- 
tick Teftimonies in Bifhop Bull within my Period 
that are omitted in my Papers, 


But to return to, and go on with my Narrative ; 
which has been, as it were, interrupted by the Letters 
to and from My Lord of Worcefer and Dr. Bradford, 
with the other intervening Macters. After I had 
received both the rebbifhops An{wers to my former 
Letter above recited ; by both which I was defir’d 
or 
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) Or advis'd to fend my Papersin Writing before I yen- 

turd to Print; I refolv’d co comply with their Graces 

Inclinations, Accordingly, Befidés the one imper-~ 
_ fe& Copy without Notes, and the other more com- 
| pleat one. with them, which I had before writters 

with my own Hand; I did alfo tranferibe a third 
Copy my felf, and procur’d a Friend to tran{cribe 
a fourth alfo forthe fame Purpofe: and then at laf 
I fence a Copy to each Archbifhop, and at the fame 
| Lime took the boldnefs to write them a fecond 


| Letcer upon the fame Subje@: a true Copy whereof 
here follows. | 


Camb. Fan. or Feb. 170%. 
May it pleafe your Grace, 
I have now prefum’d to fend the MS. Papers I for- 

| merly mention’d, containing the Account of the 
Faith of the two firft Centuries concerning the Tri- 

| nity and Incarnation: which Account feems to mé 
| fo certain and undoubted, that I cannot but think it 
fufficienc to fatisfy all honeft, free and impartial En- 
quirers: Nor to be otherwife evaded but by judging 

_ of the Faith and Practice of the firft and fecond Centu- 
| fies, by the Wricers of the fourth and fifth, contrary 
| to the plain Declarations of all thofe catholick Au- 
| thors themfelves which liv’d in the {ame Primitive 
_ Ages : which how very abfurd and unreafonable it 
| is Leave to all mankind to determin. Nor is therein. 
deed occafion for a great part of the Teftimonies here 
_produc’d ; fince the Apofles of our Lord themfelves 
intheir genuine Conffiturions do, by St. Clement, mott 
clearly affure us of the Truth of the fame Doétrines, 
| Ihave had Occafion to take Notice of feveral great 
| Miftakes in the Right Reverend and very Learned 
Bifhop Bull concerning thefe Articles: which I could 
not avoid without betraying the Truths of God Al- 
“mighty : finceI think he has too often perverted Them, 
/and the Ze/timoni:s in Antiquity belonging to them. 
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And I hope your Grace and his Lordfhip will for- 
give me if I venture to fay that I value thofe facred 
Doétrines reveal’dby our Lord and his holy Apoftles, 
and a fteady regard to them, fo far as I can poflibly 
difcover them, much beyond the Reputation. or 
Efteem of any mortal Man whomfoever. Nor can 
I forbear to wifh that his Lordfhips plain Failure in 
fo celebrated a Work, may be.a Warning to all the 
Learned hereafter, how they write in the ufual Way 
of modern Controverfy ; which has too long by 
much, been the Bane of the Church of Chrift; and 
to all the Unlearned, how they truft to fuch Writings 
in the Determination of their Faith and Pradtice ; 
whereas a full and impartial Collection of all the Ori- 
ginal Texts and Teftimonies relating to any Subject ; 
Such as I have attempted in thefe Papers for the 
Trinity and Incarnation, is certainly the only fair 
and unexceptionable Method, in order to a folid 
Satisfadiion. As for any Reply that may art any 
‘Time be made to me, I fhall not at all value it, un- 
lefs ic not only gives a plain Anfwer to thofe here 
alledg’d, but alfo produces more swmerous and more 
plain Original Texts and Teftimonies on the other fide : 
which yet I know to be abfolutely impoffible. 20 
Things Learneftly beg of your Grace, in order to 
the through Corredticn of modern Errors, and the 
obtaining the divine Blefling on our Enquiries : 
the fir is, that your Grace would conjure thofe 
Learned Men, to whofe Examination you may pleafe 
to commit thefe Papers, that they would examin 
fairly, without prepofleflion ; that they would com- 
municate their Obfervationsas they occur ; and that 
they would declare their Thoughts openly and freely — 
relating to thefe Matters, without any Regards bute 
thofe to Truth, Sincerity, and a good Confcience : 
or elfe all their Enquiries and Examinations will be | 
to little purpofe. The other is, that your Grace would | 
alfo pleafe to confider of the great Pollution of sp 

! Sacred | 


aii 


I 


PREFACE eS 


Sacred Worfhip among us by the Continuation of 
i chae corrupt and Antichriftian Creed of Vigilins 
Thapfitanus ; which is fo grofly falfe and ungrounded 
_ that none who impartially examin can read or join in 
ic but he muft certainly do it dubitante, if not allo 
| renitente Confcientia. Nor is there, I believe, any 
_ Thing of this Nature in the Antichriftian Church her 
felf more unjuftifiable. I muft here own to your 
| Grace, that an hone{t Zeal for the Original Simpli- 
| city of the Chriftian Faith and Practice ; and an 


and Inftraments whereby they have both been fo 
‘long, and fo fadly corrupted, may perhaps have 
fometimes betray’d me to an indecent Warmth 
again{t fuch Things or Perfons as appear'd to me moit 
highly culpable in thofe Matters: which yet on 4 
- friendly Intimation I promife fhall be corrected before 
thefe Papers are expos’d to a more publick Confide- 
ration, I defire to offend no body ; but only to rouze 
Men out of their Lethargy in thefe Matters, and excite 
them to their plain Duty, in diligently fearching 
after and fincerely embracing the Doctrines and 
Practices of our old undefiled Religion ; not as it has 
been of late, but as it was Originally underftood 
and obferv’d in the firft and pureft Ages of the Gof- 
pel; that fo all Chriftians, as far as poflible, may 
with one Mind and one Mouth glorify the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, in the fame Manner as was 
done in the very firft Times of Chriftianity: than 
which fure no truly honeft and pious Man can defire 
a greater Blefling inthis World. Were I not entirely 
fecure of your Graces real Concern for Truth and 
Piercy, and of your favourable Opinion of my Since- 
rity in aiming to promote the Defigns of both ; 
and were not the Sacred Doétrines and Rules of our 
Religion here explain’d of the greateft Importance to 
the Church of Chrift, I fhould notventure thusfreely 


and boldly ro addrefs my felf to you: nor would 
E 3 fuch 


| hearty Indignation againft the unhappy Methods 
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fuch an Addrefs at all become me. But as it was the 
Courage and Integrity of the firft Chriftians which, 
under God, propagated our Holy Religion in its In- 
fancy in the World ; fo a proportionable Courage 
and Integrity ought not to be wanting in any whoin 
carneit attempt a Reformation therein. Nor there- 
fore will your Grace, I hope, blame the Freedom 
aud Refolution I have ever fhewed in this Matter. 
What I now do is, I am perfuaded, the bounden Duty 
of every fincere Chriftian, much more of every 
faithful Minifter of the Gofpel : Among whom [ 
had much rather be efteem’d by My Lord and 
Saviour, even under the bittereft Reproaches and 
Calumnies among Men, than at the Expence of a 
good Confcience, andthe Hazard of being unfaith- 
ful to the Truths of God, -enjoy all the Reputation, 
and Advantage this World can afford me. Lam, 
May it pleafe your Grace, withall due Gratirude for 
pait Favours, with all becoming Humility and Sub- 
miftion, 


Your obliged, and moft 


Obedient Servant, 


W. WuHIsTON. 


To this fecond Letter I have never receiv’d any 
Anfwer from either of the Archbifhops. But they were 
both fo fair as not only to perufe my Papers them- 
feives, (in which perufal My Lord Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, as I am certainly inform’d, fpent no {mall 
‘Time ; and compard the Originals alfo for greater 
Satisfa@tion ; ) but encourag’d others to follow their 
Example by committing the fame co feveral Learned 
Men alfo for their Perufal and Opinions. Thofe 
who on one Occafion or other have perufed ae 
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fo far as has come to my Knowledge, are thefe: 
Both the Archbifhops, the Bifhop of Worcefter, Dr.Potters 
Dr. Sydal, and Dr. Richardfon, Chaplains to the 
Archbifhops, Dr. Grabe, Dr. Smalridge, Dr. Bray, 
Dr. Bradford, Dr. Hare, Dr. Clarke, Dr. Hancock, 
Mr. Broughton, Mr. Bennet, Mr. Hoadly, Mr. Anderfon, 
and Mr. Robinfon, and probably many more thac 
Ido not know ; Imean this befides feveral here 
at Cambridge alfo. All whichare fo far from having 
given or undertaking an Anfwer to them, thar, 


‘on the contrary, fome of the fitteft of them who 


have been earneftly prefsd to undertake ic have 
wholly declin’dthe fame. I fhallnor name Perfons ; 
but I believe I have not been mifinfornyd as to the 


“Matter of Fact. Me. Bennet indeed of Colchefter, a 


Learned Writer of Controverfy, and one who has 
publith’d a kind of Vindication of the Creed afcrib’d 
to Athanafius, and fo mutt be fuppos’d to have ftudyed 
this Controverfy, has been fometimes reported to 
have been upon it ; and fince he was one ot thofe to 
whom my Papers were committed by the Archbifhop 
of York, the Expectation was not wholly ill grounded. 
Yer dol not perceive that he has a Mind to fet about 
ic: andif he dares not, I am fecure the more cool 
and cautious Perfons among the Learned will noc 
venture upon it. Nay, he has not venturd upon a 
private Conference with me about thefe Matters ; 
no more than Dr. fenkins ; who yet has written 
again{t me, on other Subjects alfo, and who wouid 
be as ready as any one elfe to confute me in this, 
ific lay in his Power. That thefe laft Facts are 
true, the following Invitation to a friendly Confe- 
rence, which was intirely refusd me, fhall be a 


. Teftimonial: which was fent to Mr. Bexnet, or ra- 


ther, I think, delivered by my felf into his own 
Hand, when Dr. Fenkins was alfo in Cambridge, in 
thefe Words, 
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Dear § I Ry May 20. 1709. 


I underftand that my Papers were put into your | 
Hands by the Archbifhop of York, for your Exami- | 


nation and Opinion. You are therefore a Debtor 
to the Publick on thofe Accounts: and I mutt expe& 
that you do not avoid nor delay fuch your Examina- 
tion and Declaration of your Opinion. Thefe are 
points of greater Confequence than to bear either 
your Refufal or Delay: efpecially when you have 
jo publick a Call from the Archbifhop ; and are there- 
fore appeal’d to in.a folemn Manner not to conceal 
your Sentiments. Inthe mean Time it may much 
tend to the clearing up the Truth in thefe Points if 
we havea friendly Conference about them, while 
you and Dr. Fenkins arein Town. I leave the Time 
and Place to your felf. The Company need be no 
other than fome common Friends. I expect your 
Anfwer concerning this Propofal to 


Your affectionate Brother 
and Servant, 


Witt WHISTORN. 


But, as I have already hinted, all was to no Pur- 


pofe. Several indeed do venture out of the Pulpit, . 


where they know [ am not to contradic them, and 
where they fuppofe the Audience favourable, to aim 
at an Oppofition and Confutation of me: yetdo they 
elfewhere mott ftudioufly avoid any Conference with 


me: as.being either wholly unacquainted with the 


Controverfy, any farther than Bifhop Bull, or their 

other Modern Authors have inftruéted them ; or in- 

wardly Confcious that the Original Books of 

Chriftianity are not fo clear onthe fide of Orthodoxy 
4 


as the World is to be perfiyaded. But then, As to 


my 


|. mination, I take to be undeniable. 


Betta 
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| my Papers about the Confitutions, tho’ they have alfo 


been feen by feveral, I mean an imperfect Draught 
of them, yet have I received no confiderably Intima- 
tions relating to them from abroad. ‘The Learned 
generally appearing almoft as much Strangers to 
them, ac leaft as to their real genuine or {purious 
Nature, and as co the Number and Nature of their 
Interpolations, as if we had no fuch Books extant 
among us. Bifhop Pearfon indeed of late, and fince 
him Dr. Grabe found a few MSS. that began to make 
them think they were Antienter and of more Autho- 
rity than is valgarly fuppos’d: and Cotelerius has 
written fuch admirable Notes upon them as are 
fufficient to fhew chat their Authority 1s vaftly great 
as to the Antient State of the Charch, and ics Origi- 
nal Setrlements. But the Prejudices again{t the 
Arian Paflages did fo overbear all, that none of thefe 
either did or durft really and throughly examin into 
their Sacred Authority. Which yet, upon a full Exa- 
And truly as to 
my felf, whatever other honeft Men may look for 
or promife themfelves in this Matter, I have never 
expected any Anfwer to the Papers about the Primitive 
Faith, or indeed to thofe other about the Con/fitutions, 
and about Ignatius: and I ownI have had but one 
Argument why I did not expect any, viz. Becaufe [ 
was fully fatisfy’d they were really Unanjwerable. 


And as I have now had the Satisfaction, almoit this_ 


Two Years, of obferving the Fac to correfpond, 
and not fo much asa Pretence to a Reply to appear 
as to thefe Papers ; fo do [ fully believe that for the 
‘Time to come the Fac will alike correfpond as to all 
of them. Had I found Matters doubtful or uncertain 
in the old Authors, 2 had not adted as I have done: 
but finding them otherwife, at the fame Time that 
I publifh che Account, I know no Aniwer can. be 
made to it. Some Improvements and Corrections, 
no Doubt, all fuch Writings muft be long capable of ; 
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but to think of an/wering a Matter of Fac, when it 
isonce prov’d from all the Original Wieneffes thac 
are capable of being examin’d, which mutt be the 
Cafe here, is abfurd and ridiculous. I meddle nor 
therein properly with the Truth, or Reafonablenefs, 
or Philofophy of the Doétrines or Praétices ; but 
taking the Things our Saviour deliver’d, and the 
Apoitles receiv’d and preach’d to the World as An- 
tient Faéis, and therefore no otherwife to be known 
than by the Teftimonies of all the earlieft Writers, 
I have honeftly, and faithfully, and impartially 
given an Account of the {ame from ail thofe earlieit 
Writers, and that almoft wholly in their own Words = 
and that Account has, inevery Part, been review’d, 
examin’d, and corrected by a Learned, Cautious, 
and Impartial Friend, and-found to be juft and fair. 
so that I not only know it to be, for the Main, 
Unanfwerable, but I can hardly forbear faying that 
thofe of the Learned who have carefully perus’d ir, 
and are able to judge of it, cannot but know that 
they are not able to anfwer it. Not that my Papers 
are of fuch a perfuafive Nature, or the Antient 
‘Lettimonies every one fo clear and exprefs,that when 
they are read by even Learned Men with their for- 

mer Notions, and Prejudices, and Fears about them, 

they may not leave them doubtful and uncertain in 
{everal Things. But this I affirm, thacifany Learned 

Perfons do as I did, i. e. come with a full Refolution 

to be under no Manner of Byafs at all, but barely to 

believe as they fee the Original Tettimonies fhall 

{way them ; and not only pray for Gods Blefling on 

their Enquiries, but fincerely refolve to alter their 

prefent Faith and Pradtice according as they hall fee 

Reafon from the fame Teftimonies ; (which I blefs 

God [ have itill done all along ; and without doing 

fo could not have expeéted the Succefs of my Endea- 

vours ; ) They will then foon fee that, in the Main, 

my Account is certainly true; and by Confeguence 


ny 


my Papers Unanfawerable, Tho’ how long it will now 
be ere this will be own’d by the Learned, and 
the neceflary Alterations made in the Articles, 
Creeds, and Liturgy of the Church I cannot tell: 
nor indeed when Things will be own’d to deferve 
fuch a publick and folemn Confideration and Exami- 
nation as they ought to have before fuch great Alte- 
rations are Atrempted. Could I but once fee a 
publick Faft proclaim’d, to lament all our crying 
Sins of this Nature; and to implore a Blefling on 
our Enquiries hereto relating ; with publick Leave 
or Commiffion to examin freely and impartially, 
without any Fears from this World, I fhould then 


psp et A tira Fw 


. €afily forefee the Suddennefs of this great Reforma- 


tion. But till I fee fome fuch Signs of the Churches 
being in earneft, and really defirous of Truth and 
Chriftianicy in thefe Matters, I cannot foretel thac 
Time; Imean any farther thanthe near Approach of 
our Saviours Kingdom in the Scripture Prophecies 
does affift me; for which Period [ mutt refer che 
Reader to my Effay upon the Revelation of St. Fou. 
But toleave this Digretfion, and to proceed. About 
May 1709. I was accusd to my Diocefan, the Lord 
Bifhop of Ely, by the Minifter of that Parifh in Cam- 
bridge, where, by his Lordfhips Favour, I enjoy’d 
a Catechetick Lecturefhip, that in my Explication 
of the Church Catechifm I did affert Things that 
were contrary to the Doétrine of theChurch; and alfo that 
when I once read Prayers for him, I omitted the 
third and fourth Petitions of the Litany, or the Invo- 
cation of the Holy Ghoft, and of the Trinity. Thefe Ac- 
cufations I confefs’d to be true; and was very ready 
to juftify and fuppore my Opinions and Practices as 
to thofe Matters. Accordingly, when my Diocefan 
appointed a Time for hearing the Accufation and 
my Defence, I appear’d at the Time and Place ap- 
pointed; But my Accufer not appearing there ac the 
fame Time ; tho’ he afterward came, as I was told, 
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when the Bifhop was gone, .as well as my felf ; this 
Accufation, in amanner, came to nothing. Some 
Time after this I was told by a Friend that there. was 
a direa& Defignagainit me by fome of the Univerfity, 
and chat there had accordingly been the Form of a 
Grace, (as we callit,) drawn up and carried to the 
Reverend Dr. Covel, Mafter of Chrif’s-Colledge, our 
then Vicechancellor, in order to my Degradation or 
Expulfion ; at leaft fo far as lay in the Power of the 
Senate of the Univerfity to do either of them. All 
which proved to be true: tho’ [ perceiv’d no publick 
hearing was defien’d to be allowd me; nor could I 
ever obtain a fight of that Grace which was intended 
againft me. And indeed the Steps caken were fo un- 
juttifyable, and the Vicechancellor, with the reft of 
the Caput Senatus, and fuch others as knew the fair- 
nefs of my Procedure all along, appear’d fo unwilling 
to go into them, that this was foon dropt ; tho’ nor 
without fome remaining Threats and Contrivances 
againft me one way or other: which yet the good 
Providence of God has-hicherto deliver'd me from ; 
and FE affuredly hope and truft will ftill deliver me. 
I fay nothing of the Rudenes offer'd, and Imputati- 
on intended to be laid upon me at Dr. Clarks remar- 
kable A&@ in the Divinity Schools ; becaufe the un- 
fair Procedure on the one fide, and the prudent Cau- 
tion on the other did fo wholly prevent any Difgrace 
to me thereby, that after the Heats, which were 
then excited, were a little over, and the Univerlity 
began to confider better of it, all fuch Attempts tur- 
ned rather to my Advantage. Buc what Endeavours 
were elfewhere usd againit me, and how far they 
fucceeded, will fully appear from the two following 
Letters which 1 wrote to the Lord Bifhop of Ely, 
about the fame Time that the foregoing Particulars 
happen’d; which J fhall therefore here tran{cribe. 


My 
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> MyLORD. Camb. Sept. 29. 1709- 
| Treceiv’d by Mr, E--and Mr. P. a Meifage from 
_ your Lordfhip concerning my quitting that Lecture 
which I have hitherto by your Lordfhips Favour en- 
_joy’d ; tho’ with the Affurance of the private Conti 
nuance of the fame Allowance to me. I own this 


aft offer, which your Lordfhip was alfo pleas’d to 
- make me at London,to be an Inftance of your Lordfhips 


| great Regard and Kindnefs to me and my Family ; 
| and I do heartily thank your Lordfhip for it. Nay 
| Town the Acceptance of this Propofal would be 

bath for my own private Eafe and Advantage at pre- 
-fent ; and, if other ill Confequences could be pre- 


vented, for my Satisfaction alfo, fo far as it tended 


to your Lordfhips own Eafe, and the preventing 


- fome Clamors which are to your Difturbance. Buc 
~ when Iconfider what will be the unavoidable Con- 
— fequence of fuch a Procedure; and how it will ftill 


the more imbicter vaft Numbers of the Lairy againft 
the Clergy, when they fee thofe of the moft Freedom 


and Temper among them go into the way of Dif- 


couragement and Suppreffion of the faireft and honeft- 
eft Enquiries into the Truths of our Religion, and 


- thereby plainly encourage thofe who aim to carry 
_ Things farther, and to proceed to direct Violence 


and Perfecution againft me, and that for no other 
Caufe but becaufe I dare to examin and openly de- 
clare thofe facred Truths of Chrift which the Anti- 
chriftian Church has fo long fupprefs’d: when, I fay, 
I confider thefe and the like Confequences of this 
Propofal,I muft own I cannot poflibly give my Con- 
fenc toit. I know very well that your Lordfhip does 
not need my Confent to this or to a worfe Propofal, 


-°Tisin your own Breaftto rake the Allowance away, 


as wellas to forbid me to officiate. And I affure 
your Lordfhip I am prepar'd for the worft, both in 
this, and any the like Cafe: being fully refolv'd to 

hazard 
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hazard not only my Eftate, bnt, by Gods Affiftance, 
my Life in this Caufe: which, ona full Examination, 
J am intirely fatisfy’d is the Canfe of Chrift, and of 
his Sacred ‘Truths reveal’d to Mankind. However, 
am almoit tempted to wonder that your Lordthip is 
moved by fome idie Clamors, when your Lordfhip 
may perceive that thofe that make them are fo little 
affur'd of the Truth of the contrary DoGrines, that 
they induftrioufly avoid both any Conference about 
them, and the perufal of my Papers concerning 
them. May your Lordfhip pleafe either to perufe my 
Papers your felf: or if your other Affairs will not 
permit that, to recommend them to fome Number 
of Learned and Pair Perfons for their Examination 
and Opinion, before you proceed to any Thing like 
a Punifhment on any fuch Account. This feems 
fo near to ftrict Juftice that I may almoft claim ir 
at your Lordihips Hands; efpecially fince EF am well 
affur’d your Lordfhip does not defign to go to the — 
Rigour of that with me. But uponthis Occafion Give ” 


‘me Leave, My Lord, to infifton what I formerly pro- 


pos'd, and have hinted already, viz. That your Lord- 
fhip will pleafe fo far to Countenance Truth and 
Honefty as to. recommend the Examination of my 
Papers to the Univerfity, and to intimate your De- 
fire that fore fuch fair Method may be taken, before 
any harfher Methods are thought of.. My Papers 
are ready for them, and of Confequence fufficient 
to perfuade to fuch a Method. And to encourage 
them to hope for all poffible fairnefs on my fide, I 
do here, uuder my Hand, promife your Lordthip 
that if the Examiners can produce a Tenth Part 
of fo many Original Texts and Teftimonies for 
the Doctrines now current, as I do againft them, 
{ will burn my Papers, and the Church of Chrift * 
fhall be no farther troubled with them. But if 
this cannot be done, I hope your Lordfhip will 
confider well ere you difcourage and’ difcoun- 
senance 
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tenance fuch plain Truths of Chriftianity. Iam, 
with all due Gratitude and Submiffion, 

Your Lordfhips obliged, 


and obedient Servant, 


WiLtu. WHIS TON. 


The fecond Letter, which was wrote a Month afterward, 
| was in thefe Words. 


My LORD, Camb. Offob. 27. 1709. 


I perceive that your Lordfhip is much ditfturb’d 
with Complaints, and made uneafy with Regard to 
that Lecture at St. Clements, which I have hitherto 
enjoy'd by your Lordfhips Favour. It has certainly 


| been all along in your Lordfhips Power to have ta- 
_ken away both the Liberty and the Salary of my 


officiating there. Altho’ your Lordfhips Regard ro 
me, as well asto my Family, on Account of the 


Relation I have formerly born to your Lordfhip, has 
hitherto prevented any fuch harfher Procedure. [ 


muft profefs here before your Lordfhip that the 


| Doétrines I have taught in thofe Le@ures, as wellas 
_declard elfewhere, are no other than fuch as, on a 


full Examination, I am {fatisfy’d are the facred 


Truths of Chriftianity reveal’dto Mankind. Sothat 
tis impoflible for me to renounce or conceal them, 


without being condemn’d by my own Confcience of 
Hypocrify and Prevarication in the moft Sacred 
Concerns poflible, Nor therefore could I formerly 
confent to your Lordfhips kind Propofal of continuing 
the Salary, if I was willing to drop the Lecture ; 


‘ becaufe I then underftood it cto be intended in fuch 


Circumftances as carried too great an Appearance of 
Difcouragement to thefe Truths | had there declar’d ; 


and a kind of publick Difcountenance to thofe free 


and 
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and honeft Enquiries whereby alone the true genuine 


and primitive Faith, and Worfhip,and Difcipline-can ~ 


be recover’damong us. The fear of thofe Confequen- 
ces isnow in good Meafure over, by your Lordfhips 
more open continuance of my former Salary, and 
leaving the continuance of the Lecture it felf to my 
own Difcretion. I confefs to your Lordfhip 1 am 
fo fenfible of the Inconveniences which have already 
arifen from fo great diverfity of the Opinions of 
Mr. T. who is the Minifter, and my felf the Lecturer ; 
and the yet greater Inconveniences which I have 
Reafon to fear if it be ftill continued, fo direétly 
againit his Inclination, as well as againft the Bent of 
the Body of the Univerfity it felf, that I choofe to 
relinquifh it voluntarily for the future ; at leaft till 
it may be reviv'd with more Quiet and Eafe on all 
fides. Accordingly, Ido hereby heartily thank your 
Lordfhip for your Continuance of it to me all this 
Time; for your thus leaving the continuance or 
ceafing of it.to my own Choice ; and for your Re- 
gard {till abundantly fhew’d in the kind Promife of 
the fame Salary which I had before. Only I beg 
Leave {till to put your Lordfhip in Mind of my for- 
mer Motion, that your Lordfhip would pleafe to en- 
courage a fair and publick Examination of thefe im- 
portant Points which I have to propofe to the 
Chriftian World ; and to ufe your good Offices with 
all thofe concern’d, that no fudden and rafh Atrempts 
upon me here may be fet on Foot; but that my felf 
may be publickly heard, and my Papers carefully 
read and examind before any Difcountenance or 
Genfure be pafs’d upon me. fam, My Lord, with 
all-due Gratitude and Submiffion, 


Your Lordfhips much obliged, and 


Thave given Noticeto  moft obedient Servant. 
Mr. T. that the Lecture 
will be difcontinueds Wiii. WHISTON. 


But to go on now with my Narrative. After thefe 

Things, the latter part of Fanuary lat 1722. I difco- 
ver'd another Thing of the greateft Confequence to 
the Chriftian Church, and to my main Defigns, vix. 
That the larger Epiftles a{crib’d to Ignatius, and which 
have of late been ftil’d his interpolated Epiftles, were 
hot only a Work fufficiently early in the fecond Cen- 
tury, (which indeed I had difcover’d long before, 
upon my firft perufal of them ; and had thencefor- 
ward ftil’dthem the Paraphras'd Epiftles of that Father, ) 
but that they were the Original genuine Epiftles 
themfelves ; nay that chofe three infcrib’d to Tarfus, 
to Antioch, and to Hero, which all the Learned have 
long given up for fpurious, do appear to be genuine 
. alfo. This Difcovery I was fo highly pleas’d with, 
and look’d upon it to be of fuch Importance, and 
the obvious Arguments for my Affercion fo {trong, 
that I could not forbear immediately drawing up and 
publifhing a {mall imperfe@ Ezy on that Subje@ ; 
on purpofe to fet the Learned upon the reexaminati- 
on of that Matter. This Effay need not to be fpoken 
of any farther here, becaufe itis publick; and becaufe 
that more compleat Difflertatios on thé fame Head, 
which is prefix’d to this Edition of the Epiftles, in- 
cludes it. Only becaufe I have not there thought it 
neceflary to repeat what I {aid in my Poft{cript to 
that Effay, I fhall here fet ic down intire ; left any 
one from its omiffion fhould fufpe& that I am now 
diffatisfy’d with any part of ic. 


potticript. 


Among the Paffages of Bla{phemy, Irreligion, and 
Herefy vefer'd to by Dr. Sacheverell at his :Tryal, 
fome of mine are thus enumerated: wiz. When the 
| Seriptures (peak of One God, they mean thereby One Supreme 
God the Father only. ——~ The Moderns call'd thefe three 
Divine Perfons but One God 3 and fa introduc’ d at leaft @ 
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new, and unfcripturaland inaccurate, if not afalfe way of 
{peaking into the Church Errata pag. 123. lim, 23. 
24.70 whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoft ; readin the 
Holy Ghoft, and Dele, Three Perfons and One God. ‘Thefe 
{ allow to be mine own Words, and to be agreeable 
to my own, not uncertain Opinion but certain Faith. 
j was once, as the World will fee by the Occafion of 
the latter Erratum, in the common Opinion, that the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, the Three Divine Per- 
fons were truly, in fome Sence,One God, or the One God 
ofthe Chriftian Religion ; that is before I particularly 
examin’d that Matterin the Scriptures, and the moit 
Primitive Writers. But fincel have throughly enquir’d 
into it, Tam fo fully fatisfy’d that the Further alone is 
the One God of the Chriftian Religion,that I muft now 
own thatwhen once I deny or doubt of that Do@rine 
YT muit deny or doubt of our common Chriftianicy : 
there being no one Article more plain, or more uni- 
verfailly acknowledg’d in all the firft Ages of the 
Church thanthat was. And Ihereventure folemnly 
co challenge Dr. Sacheverell himfelf, and all his more 
Learned Friends, to produce one fingle dirett Teftimony 
ef any Chriftian and Catholick Writer, (excepting 
one or two Expreflions of Tertullian, contrary even 
to his own ufual way of {peaking ; if yet he can 
be calld a Catholick Writer, ) who faid thefe 
Three Perfons were One God, or the One God before the 
Days of Athanafias, in the fourth Century: while I 
am ready to produce above am Hundred plain Teftimo- 
nies on the other fide, that this Onze God is no other 
than God the Father. Which indeed was the firft 
Doctrine which the Catechumens learn'd, and che 
grand Foundation of our whole Religion. I alfo 
thought before my Examination that the Doxology 
current in all thefe latter Ages, Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoft, was the true 
Chriftian Doxology*: but upon enquiry am fully 
fatisfy'd that ic was not fo; butthus, Glory be we 
Father, | 
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Father, by the Son, in the Holy Gho? : -and more 
rarely, Glory be to the Father, and to rhe Son, in the 
Holy Ghoft ; as Lam prepar’d to fhew beyond reafona- 
ble Contradi@ion : to which laft form I therefore 
defir'd mine might be reduc’d by the former Erratum, 
‘Tis true, thae my nor revifing that reprinted 
Sermon my felf, as I did the re{t, occafion’d 
the omiffion of the Alterations in their proper 
Places; which otherwife I had certainly made: as 
I did make one elfewhere agreeably to the ‘antient 
Doxology. This omiffion I endeavour'd to retrieve 
. by putting the Paflages into the Errata: little dream- 
ing of the Noife, and Outcry which has been fince 
made upon that Occafion. But this Age is fo great 
a {tranger to fuch Original Enquiries; fo bufy about 
Modern Forms, Notions and Phrafes, that old ge- 
nuine Chriftianity, both as to Faith and Practice, 
is almoft loft among us. And an honeft Man who 
endeavours in the mott inoffenfive and peaceable way 
to retrieve the fame, if he ventures to {peak plainly 
and freely in fuch Matters, is readily rank’d among 
the vileand wicked Promoters of Blafphemy, Irreligien, 
and Here/y among us. Butif Men do not, I fully be- 
lieve Chrift will make a Difference between them at 
_the great Day of Judgment, 


March 25. I7IC, W, We 


Now the Reader is to obferve here, that tho’ this 
Poft{cript be not dated till the 25. 0f March, as not 
finifh’d fooner, yet that the Eflay it felf was finifh’d 
and dated the 27th of February foregoing. And he is 
alfo to obferve, that this fimall Effay did fo fhock the 
Learned, that upon my difcourfing fome of them at 
London and Cambridge, 1 perceiv’d they did not know 
how to Anfwer the Evidence which ghat Paper, how 
{mall and imperfect foever, contain’d init. How- 
ever, having obtain’d fome new Hints at London, 

Pig and 
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and there met with Profeflor Salvinus’s moft exa&é 
Copy of the {maller Medicean Epiftles ; upon my re- 
turn to Cambridge I fet my felf to compare the two 
Editions {till more nicely and exa&ly ; and toexamin 
that whole Matter more throughly. ‘The refule of 
which the following Differtation prefents the Rea- 
der: to which he is therefore to be refer’d under this 
Particular. But here, to goa {mall Matter back- 
ward, I muft acquaint the Reader that before I went 
to Londen to print the firft Eflay, I wrote a Letter 
to the Reverend Dr. Roderick, Provoft of Kings-Colledge, 
and Dean of Ely, ourVicechancellor, to be communi- 
ied to the Heads ; which yet I order’d not to be 
deliver’d to him till one of the printed Effays them- 
felves could be prefented with it ; as was doneaccor- 
dingly. This Letter is highly proper to be inferted 
here: andI fhall fet it down verbatim ; that the 
Reader may farther fee how fairly I have acted in 
this whole Matter ; and by Confequence how little 
Reafon any of the Univerfity or elfewhere can have 
to be angry with me, or to endeavour todo me any 
Harm upon thefe Accounts. 


Mr. Vicechancellor, Camb. Feb, 22. 1722, 

Having now in good Meafurefinifh’d thofe Papers 
which I have been about for fome Time, concerning 
the Primitive Faith of Chriftians, and concerning the 
Apoftolical Conftitutions ; and therein, by the Blefling 
of God, made Difcoveries of fuch Confequence as 
ought not any longer to be conceal’d from the 
Chriftian Church, I prefume to Addrefs my felf ro 
you in this Matter, and to Offer the foremention’d 
Papers to your, and to the Univerfities publick Confi- 
deration. AsI have the Honour to be a Member of 
this Body, and defire ever to be a peaceable Member | 
of it, I think it very well becomes me to fubmit my 
Papers to the Examination of the fame ; both as itis 
an Univerfity, or Society of Learned Men ; and as 
it 
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itis mainly an Univerfity of Clergy-Men, | or of 
Perfons either already of, or defign’d for the facred 
Office of the Miniftry ; and fo peculiarly concern’d 
in thefe Sacred Enquiries. Tam well aware that not 
a few of the Difcoveries contain’d in my Papers are 
contrary to the receiv’d Notions, and the eftablifi'd 
Doétrines and Practices upon them, not only af 
this, but of almoft all the other Chriftian Churches. 
But then, I am fo well, fo fully affur'd of the certain 
and undenyable Trath of the fame Difcoveries not- 
withftanding, that the commonnefs of the oppofite 
pernicious Errors, fo fatally overfpreading the 
Chriftian Church, difhonouring the Gofpel of Chrift, 
and hindring the Propagation and Effects thereof in 
the World, ought to in{pire all fincere and honett 
Chriftians, that is, all thofe chac make the Doétrines 
and Laws of their Biefled Lordand of his Holy 
Apoftles the proper Rule and Scandard of their Paich 
and Practice, with the greater Concern and Zeal in 
the Examination and Correétion of them. “Tis not 
yet two Centuries fince all chefe Parts of Chriftendom 
did almoft as univerfally believe Purgatory and Tran- 
fabftantiation as they now do thofe Doctrines which 
Toppofe. And I venture to fay that the Foundations 
for thofe ftrange and abfurd Opinions are yet full 
as good and as plaufible in the Scriptures, and the 
‘moit Primitive Fathers as they are forthe common 
Doétrines in thefe Matters: and fo they ought upon 
Examination to be equally rejected with them, But 
then, the Correction of thofe Doétrines and the 
Praétices founded on them is not all, nor the main 
Thing that I labor for. The Difcoveries I have 
made are of ftill a higher Nature. For I have, I 
think, certainly found that thofe Apofolical Conftitu 
tions which the Antichriftian Church has {fo long laid 
 afide as fpurious or heretical, are no other than the 
Original Laws and Dodtrines of the Gofpel: The 
Niw Covenant ; or molt facred Standard of Chriftia- 
| i 3 nity 
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nity ; equal in their Authority to the four Gofpels 
themfelves ; and fuperiorin Authority to the Epittles 
of fingle Apoftles: fome parts of them being our 
Saviours own Original Laws deliver'd to the Apottles ; 
and the other parts the Publick Ads of the Apoftles 
themfelves met in Councils at Ferufalem and Cafarea 
before their Death : and this was the conftant Opini- 
nion and Teftimony of the earlieft Ages of the 
Gofpel. Nay I have difcover'd alfo very lately thae 
the larger Epiftles of Ignatius, which are ftil’d the 
interpolated ones, and which give undenyable At- 
teftation to thefe Con/fitutions, are alone the Original 
and genuine Epiftles of that Apoftolical Bifhop ; and 
that by Confequence the {maller Epiftles, which 
now pals for the genuine and Original ones them- 
{elves, are only later Extras made out of the former 
for the Parpofes of Orthodoxy. Thefe Difcoveries, 
if true, are certainly of the higheft Importance to 
every Chriftian ; and therefore they ought moft 
certainyl, without farther delay, without all Paffion 
and Prejudice, to be honeftly enquir’d into and 
openly examin’d among us. I am my felf fo fully 
datisfy’d of their certain and undoubted Truth and 
Divine Authority, that Iam willing and ready to 
hazard all I have or hope for in this World for their 
Reception and Eftablithment : and do hope that, if 
Violence and Perfecution fhould be my Lot on this 
Account, God would afford me Grace and Courage 
to refift even unto Blood, wich \ Patience and 
Submifficn, in fo good, and glorious, and Chriftian 
a Caufe. But I hope the Churches of Chrift, efpe- 
cially che Reformed Churches, begin to lay afide that 
Antichrifian Spirit of Perfecution which has {o long 
prevented the free Enquiries of Chriftians into the 
Original Doérines and Duties of the Gofpel. And 
f do alfo believe that our Saviour Chritt is bringing 
on foon his Kingdom of Peace and Holinefs, when 
all fuch Defigns fhall be vain and fruitlefs for ever. 


Good 
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Good Mr. Vicechancellor, do but fo far encourage 
Truth and Honefty, as to allow my Papers a fair, a 
publick, and a careful Examination ; and when chat is 
over, take what Refolutions you fhall think meet 
concerning them and their Author. ‘Thefe are 
Matters of the higheft and moft Sacred Nature that 
have ever come before the Church of Chrift. And 
As we may all hope for Mercy at the Hands of God, 
as to our pait Subfcriptions, Creeds, and Practices, 
fo contrary to Chriftianity, in cafe we now readily 
fet our felves to examin and correct them for the 
‘Time to come, with a fincere Defire to know, and 
firm Refolution to practice the Truths and Duties of 
Primitive Chriftianiry ; how contrary foever they 
may prove to our Modern Notions, Cuftoms and 
Interefts ; So will any Degree of wilful Jgnorance, 
Obftinacy, and Difobedience be hereafcer a Crime 
of much greater Guilt, and fo bring down upon usa 
much heavier Punifhment. Toe Times of the former 
Ignorance, St. Paul tells us, God winked at: But when 
the Divine Truths were plainly reveal'd, he more 
exprefsly commanded, and juftly expected that all 
Men every where (hould repent. *Lisof no Confequence 
how inconfiderable the Means or Inftruments are 
which our Saviour makes ufe of to difcover his 
Truths and his Word to Mankind. If they appear to 
be bis facred Truths, and bis holy Word, we have no far- 
ther Excufe to make for our Difobedience.. Norcan 
all the Authority of Articles, Canons, and the like 
A@s of human Contrivance excufe us either from a 
ferious Enquiry into, or from a fuitable Compli- 
ance with the Will of Chrift, when it is plainly re- 
veal’dto Mankind. Ifyou, Sir, withthe reft of the 
Heads and Members of this Univerfity pleate to en- 
courage that fair Examination which I defire and in- 
fift upon, I will immediately apply my felf to the 
Governours of the Church, the Archbifhops and 
Bifhops, for their Permiflion ana Directions therein : 
F 4 which 
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which I have good Hope they will not deny in fo 
important a Matter. Andindeed, Ilook upon it as 
the peculiar Duty and Bufinefs of the Clergy to re- 
form and amend the Corruptions whichat any Time 
appear to be crept into the Faith or Practice of the 
Church. Accordingly I moft earneftly defire that 
the Clergy would themfelves {et about the prefent Exa- 
mination, while my Papers are in mine own Power ; 
left otherwife the Negle& and Refufal of fuch Ex- 
amination be juftly laid to their Charge, to their 
Reproach and Condemnation, both in this World, 
and in that which isto come. J have my felf acted 
with all Sincerity in this Matter. I have fairly fet 
down the Refult of my own Enquiries ; and earneft- 
ly defir'd the Af_iftance of others: that fo all even 
lefler Miftakes or Omiffions might be avoided, and 
the whole be as compleat and Authentick as poffible, 
before it comes to be publifh’d to the World. Ido 


{till earneftly defire the fame Affiftance ; whicha_ 


fair and folemn Examination, by a fele@ Number of 
Learned Men, empowr’d and requir’d to enquire and 
{peak freely, would afford me. If this be refus’d or 
neglected, efpecially by the Univerfity and by the 
Clergy, I think no {mall Guile will ly upon them 
both before God and Men. Only after this direa& 
Offer and Reprefentation here; as I have already 
made, and do again intend to make the fame Offer 
and Reprefentation to the moft Reverend the Arch- 
bithops, on account of the Body of the Clergy, I 
hope I fhall my felf be efteem’d wholly clear and 
blamelefs ; as having fincerely difcharg’d my Duty 
and Confcience in this ferious and weighty concern. 
And I heartily with that the reft of my Brethren of 
the Clergy would think themfelves oblig’d to do that 
which is now without Difpute become their bounden 
Duty. Tam Sir, with all due Refpe& and Obfervance, 
Your moft humble, and 
obedient Servant, 
Witu. WHISTON 
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But thisLetter had no Effeé at all,as far asI could 
perceive ; nor do I know that it was then fo much 
as {hewed to any of the other Heads of the Univerfity. 
However I itill went on to guide my own Faith and 
Practice by the Original Rules of the Gofpel, and the 
Apoftolical Conftitutions, without concerning my 
felf with our later Guides, the Doctrines and Rules 
of the prefent Age. [ I mean only in fuch Matters 
as were too facred to be chang’d ; or too plainly en- 
jyoyn'd to belyable rohuman Determination : while 
in all other Matters of Indifferency and Chriftian 
‘Liberty, I carefuily conform’d. my felf co the Rules 
and Appointments of the Church of England, as a 
peaceable Member of the fame.] Accordingly upon 
the Birth of a Child in Fumethis Year r710. [ refol- 
ved, asexactly as poflible, to. obferve the Laws’ 
of Chriftdeliver’d in the New Teftament, and more 
fully in che Apoftolical Conttictutions, as to its Bap- 
tifm. And for that end I drew out of the fame Con- 
{titutions as exact a Form for the Baptizing of Infants 
as I could, which I made ule of Accordingly ; and 
do here prefent it to the pious and Chriftian Reader 
for his Inftruction and Edification, and when he is fatis- 
fy’d that che ufe of it is his Duty,for his Imitation alfo, 


A Form for the BAPTISM of Infants, 
agreeable to the Con/fitutions of the Apoftles. 


[ The Leffon, Rom. vi. } 
[| Lhe Explication. | 


Dearly Beloved: Baptilm is Fh o ALR Tee 
facred Ordinance given by Chrift | 
himfelf, as a folemn Reprefentation of his own 
Death. The defcending into the Water reprefents 
his Burial. The holy Oil, which ought to be firit 
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usd, reprefents the Effufion of the idoly Ghoft. 
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The Holy Ointment, us’din the Sealing afterward, 
is for the Confirmation of the Profeffion of the Per. 
fon baptiz’d. The mention of the Father in the 
Form of Baptifm, is to put us in Mind that God the 
Father is the Original Author of the Difpenfation by 
Chrift, and he that fent his Son into the World. 
Lhe mention of the Holy Ghoft after the Father 
and the Son, is to put usin Mind that he was the 
grand Witnefs to our Saviours Miffion. The Imme;. 
fion of the Perfon under Water reprefents his 
dying together with Chrift. The Emerfion 
of the Perfon out of the Water, reprefents his 
riling again with him. The Father, who is fir(t 
named, is the fupreme God. Chrift, who is named 
in the fecond Place, is the only begotten God ; the 
Beloved Son of God ; and the Lord of Glory. The 
Holy Ghoft, who is named inthe third Place, isthe 
Comforter ; who was fent by Chrift, ard taughe 
him, and who proclaim’d him to the World: 


by 


[ The Exhortation. ] 


Cap. 18. Now every Baptized Perfon js 

to remember that he mutt repent 
of and forfake all forts of Wickednefs 3 and matt no 
longer go on in Sin; but mutt behave him{eif as one 
in Friendfhip wich God, and at samity with the 
Devil; as the Heir of God the Father, and the 
Fellow-heir with his Son 3 and as one that has re- 
nounc’d the Deyil himfelf, with his Dzmons, and 
his Deceits. He muft be chait, pure and holy, as 
a Friend of God, and as a Son of God: One thar 
prays to him asa Son prays to his Father, and accor- 
dingly ufes the Lord’s Prayer, asincthe Nameof che 
common Society of all the faichful. 
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Hear the Words of the Gofpel written by Mark, in toe 
Tenth Chapter, at the Thirteenth Verfe. 


They brought young Children to Chrift that he 
fhould touch them ; and his Difciples rebuked thofe 
that brought them, But when Jefus faw it, he was 
much difpleas’d, and faid unto them, fulfer che litcle 
Children to come unto me, and forbid them nor, for 
of fuch is the Kingdom of God. Verily I fay unto 
you, whofoever fhall not receive the Kingdom of 
God as a little Child he fhall not enter therein. And 
he took them upin his Arms, put his Hands upon 

them, and bleffed them. 


Hear now what the Apoftolical Conftitutions and Canons 
fay farther concerning Bapti{m; and particularly concerning 
the Baptizing of Infants ; and concerning the Dipping three 
Times in Baptifm. 


He that will not be baptiz’d, out 
of Contempt of this Sacred Ordi- 
nance, fhall be condemn’d among the Unbelievers ; 
and fhall be reproach’d as anungraceful Perfon. For 
our Lord fays, Except a Man be born of Joh. I 
Water and of the Spirit be cannot enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. And again, He that believeth 
and is baptized (hall be faved ; but be that Mar. YVL 1é 
believeth not {hall be damned. Butasto ~*~ ti 
him that fays, “I will defer co be baptiz’d till my 
** Death ; leaft I fhould fin afterward, and fo defile 
** my Buprifm: he is ignorant of God, and unac- 
quainted with his own frail Nature. For the 
Scripture fays, Delay not to turn unto the 
Lord, for thou knoweft not what a Day 
may bring forth. Do ye alfo Baptize 
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Ecclus. V. 7. 
Prov. XXVIII. x. 


your Intants, and bring them up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of God: for our Lord fays, Suffer the 
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pe Ifany Bifhop or Presbyter does not 
ur dip three ‘Times in the Celebration of 
this Sacred Ordinance of Initiation into Chrillianicy; 
but dips once only, and ufesthe Form of Baptizing, 
Into the Death of the Lerd, let himbe depriv’d. For the 
Lord did not fay, Baptize them into my Deata ; but he 
. faid, Go ye and teach all Nations, Bapti- 
MARE aM HLT) zing ree vs theName of the Father, fa 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 


Hear alfo what the fame Conftitutions [ay of the Sufficiency 
of Baptifme by Water alone, without rhe Holy Oil and Oint- 
ment; where no fuch Oil and Ointment are to be bad. 


oT as If there be neither Oilmor Ointment 

7 Vibe %: 22e Water is fufficienc, both for the anoint- 
ing with the Oil, and fealing with the Ointment ; 
and for the Profeffion of his Paith who dies togecher 
with Chrift. 


[ The Bapti{mal Inftruction. | 


Thofe who at Years of Difcretion 

C. 39. re" 45. ree ; a eas 
offer themfelves to be Catechumens 
are tobe fully inftructed before they are admitted to 
Baptifm: and the fame Things are to be taught 
thofe that arebaptiz’d in their Infancy, before their 
Baptifmis compleated by Confirmation. The Heads of 
which Baptifmal Initruétion, as they are contain’d in 
the Apoltolical Conttitutions, are as follows. A Ca- 
techumen mutt be taught the Knowledge of the un- 
begotten God the Father: the Acknowledgement of 
his only begotten Son: and that full Ailurance which 
is deriv’d from the Holy Ghoft. He mutt learn in 
what order God made the feveral Parts of the World ; 
with the Series of his Providence towards ic; and 
what diftin& Laws he has given to Mankind. He 
muft be inftru@ed why God made the World ; andin 
particular why he plac’d Man as the Piincipal vilibie 
Creature 


Creature therein: and whatis his own proper Nature 
and Conftitution as a Man. He muft be inforn’d 
how God punifhed the Wickednefs of Men by the 

_ Flood, and by the burning of Sodom and Gomorrha ; but 

rewarded and advane’d the Godly in every Generati- 

on ; as Seth, and Enos, and Enoch, and Noah, and 

Abrabam, with his Pofterity ; and Melchifedech, and 
Fob, and Mofes, and Fofhua, and Caleb, and Pdi- 
yeas the Prieft, and the reft of the Saints in their fe- 
veral Ages; and how God out of his providential 

Care did not caft off Mankind ; but called Men inthe 
feveral Ages of the World from Error and Vanity to 
the Acknowledgement of the Truth ; in order to re- 
duce them from Slavery and Impiety, unto Liberty 
~ and Piety ; from Unrighteoufnels to Righteoufnefs ; 
from Eternal Death unto Everlafting Life. He mutt 
alfo be farther Inftructed afterward concerning the 
Incarnation and Paffion of our Lord, his Refurrecti- 
on from the Dead, and Afcenfion into Heaven. 
Furthermore, when the Catechumen is almoft ready 
to be baptiz’d, he muft learn his Duty as to the Re- 
nunciation of the Devil, and Dedication of himfelf 
to Chrift, which he is to perform at Baptifm. For 
he muft firft forfake all Things contrary to his 
Chriftian Profeffion, and after that be admitted to 
the Chriftian Myfteries. He muft firft purify his 
Mind from all naughty Affe@ions, from all Spots 
and Wrinkles, and then partake of the Holy Things. 
For as a wife Husbandman will firft cleanfe his Field 
from the Thorns which have fprang up in it, and 
will then; but not before, fow his Corn therein 5 
So are the Minifters of Chrift to do in this Matter ; 
firft co purge Men from all Wickednefs ; and then 
ro inftru@ them in the Rules of Piety ; and fo admit 
chem to the Priviledge of Baptifm. For fo did our 
Lord himfelfexhort us; faying, firit Teach all Nations 5 
and then he added, Baptize them in the Name of the 
Fatber, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 
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[Then the Surety for the Infant to be baptiz'd fays thus, 
: looking Weftward. | 


{, inthe Name of this Child, renounce the Devil, 
and his Works, and his Pomps, and his Worfhip, and 
his Angels, and his Inventions, and all Things that 
are under him. 


{ Then the Surety goes on thus, turning Eaftward. | 


} doalfo, In the Name of this Child, dedicate my 
felf co Chrift; anddo believe, andam co be baptiz’d 
into the One unbegotten Being, the Only True God 
Almighty, the Father of Chrift, the Creator and 
Maker of all Things ; From whom are all Things. 
And in the Lord Jefus Chrift, his only begotten Son, 
the Firft-born of every Creature, who was begotten 
by the good Willof the Father before the World be-. 
gan ; By whom all Things were made which are in 
Heaven and on Earth, vitible and invifible : who in 
the lait Days defcended from Heaven, and took Fleth, 
and was bornof the Holy Virgin Mary, and conver- 
fed Holily, according to the Laws of his God and 
Father; and was crucify’d under ’Pontias Pilate, and 
dyed torus ; and the Third Day after his Suffering 
rofe again from the Dead, and afcended into the 
Heavens; and is fat down at the Right Hand of the 
Father; and fhall come again at the End of the 
World with Glory to judge the Quick and the Dead: 
of whofe Kingdom there fhall be no End. Iam alfo 
tobe baptized into the Holy Ghoft, that is the Com- 
forter ; who wrought in all the Saints from the be- 
ginning of the World ; and was afterward fent down 
upon the Apottles, from the Father, according to the 
Promife of our Saviour and Lord Jefus Chrift ; and 
atter his Defcent onthe Apoftles was fent down upon 
all Believers in the Holy Catholick Church. I am al- 
fo to be baptiz’d into the Refurre@ion of the Fleth ; 
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into the Remiffion of Sins ;into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ; and into the Life of the World to come. 


[Then the Bifbop, or Presbyter ufes this Eucharijtical, or 
Confecration Prayer. | 


We blefs thee, We glorify thee, O Lord God AI- 
mighty, the Father of the Only begotten God: We 
give Thanks to thee that thou haft fene thy Son to 
be Incarnate for our Sakes, and for our Salvation ; 
that he {ubmitted to become like a Man in allThings, 
that he might preach the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
‘Remiffion of Sins,sand the Refurrection of the Dead. 
We alfo adore thee, O thou only begotten God the 
Son,after the fupreme God,and by his Appointment; 
and give thee Thanks that thou haft undergone Death 
for all Mankind, even the Death of the Crofs ; a Re- 
prefentation whereof thou haft given us in this Bap- 
tifm of Regeneration. Wealfo glorify thee, O God 
the Father, that thou, who art the Lordot all Things, 
for the Sake of Chrift, in the Holy Spirit, haft nor 
utterly rejected Mankind ; but in the feveral paft 
Ages haft all along us’d various Difpenfations of thy 
Providence for their Sake. Accordingly, when 
Adam was in Paradife, thou in the firft Place didft 
affign hin: that very Paradife for an Habitation of 
Pleafure. Afterwards, as an Inflance of thy Provi- 
dence, thou gav ft him a Command to try his Obe- 
dience te thee : and when, upon his Difobedience, 
thou didft juftly drive him out of Paradife, yet, ouc 
of thy Goodnefs, didft thou not caft him off for ever, 
Nay thon didft but as a Father chaiftife his Potterity 
after him. Andon his Account, in the End of the 

World, thou haft fent thy Son to become Man for 
the Sake of Men; and to take upon him all the 
Paffions of human Nature, Sin only excepted. 
Look down therefore, O Lord God, from Heaven 
upon us in the Celebration of this thy Ordinance of 
Baptifm ; 
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Baptifm ; and fanctify this Water for that Holy Pur- 
pofe. Beftow upon it Grace and Power, that this 
Infant now to be baptiz’d therein, according to the 
Command of thy Chrift, may be crucify’d with him, 
and dy with him, and be buryed with him, and rife 
again with him to the Adoption of Children which 
is by him: that fo he may dyeto Sin, and Jive unto 
Righteoufnefs:: through the fame Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. 


[ Then let the Bifhop,or Preshjter dip the InfantThrice un- 
der Water, at the diftinél Names of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, in the ufual Form of Baptifm. | 


N.I Baptize thee inthe Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 


[ Then let the Bifhop or Presbyter return Thanks in this 


4 


or the like Manner. | | 


O Lord God, who art Unbegotten, andthe Lord, 
the Ruler and Governour of all Things : who haft 
fpread the Light of thy Gofpel throughout all the 
World: We yield thee hearty Thanks thae it hath 
pleasd thee to regenerate this Infane by Baptifm, 
and to receive him for thine own Child by Adoption, 
and to incorporate him into thy Holy Church. And 
humbly we befeech thee to grant that he being 
dead unto Sin, and living unto Righteoufnefs, may, 
when he grows up, fhew that he has been, by Bap- 
tifm, buried with Chriftin his Death ; that he may 
really crucify the old Man, and rife again to new- 
nefs of Life. So that finally, with the Refidue of thy 
Holy Church, he may be an Inheritor of thine Ever- 
lafting Kingdom. And give every one of us Grace 
that we may always remember that Baptifm does re- 
prefent unto us our Profeflion, which is to follow 
the Example of our Saviour Chrift, and to be made 
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_ Itkeunto him ; chat as he dyed and rofe again for us, 


_ fo may we who are baptiz’d dy from Sin, and rife 
again unto Righteoufnefs ; continually mortifying 
all our Evil and corrupt Affe@ions, and daily pro- 
ceeding in all Vertue and Godlinefs of living. 


[Then all ftanding up, and turning to the Eaft, the Bifh- 


op or Presbyter hall conclude with the Lords Prayer: adding 


the ufual Bleffing. | 


The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the Love 
of God, and the Fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft be 
with you all evermore. 


A Collect to be us'd next after the Lords Prayer, by fich 
adult Perfons as are newly Baptiz'd ; which is proper for 
Confirmation, as to thofe that are baptized intheir Infancy ; 
taken out of the Conftitutions. | 


Almighty God, the Father of thy Chrift, thine 
Only-begotten Son. Grant to mea Body undefil’d ; 
an Heart Pure; a Mind watchful ; with the fure 
Knowledge of thee, and the Affiftance of thy Holy 
Spirit : that I may fully underftand and be eftablifh’d 
in thy Truth: through thy Chrift. By whom, 
Glory be to thee, in the Holy Spirit, for ever. 
Amen. 

About the fame Time that this Sacred Office was 
drawn up, I happen’d to read over the Learned Mon- 
faucon’s accurate Account of the Life of Athanafius : 
which appear’d to me a very remarkable One, and 
fuch an One as defery'd a Nicer Review, efpecially 
as compard with other Faéts and Obfervations be- 
longing to him ; and indeed fuch an one as afforded 
Sufpicions of not a few Inftances of Infincerity, if 
not of direc& Forgery alfo. Upon this [read it over 
again more carefully, and with a watchful Eye upon 
feveral Particulars therein related : which did now 
more plainly appear sts co the fame Satna 
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This occafion’d my drawing up the following Paper 
upon that Subje@, which I fhall here therefore offer 
co the farther confideration of the Learned ; as being 
wholly New ; and highly worthy of the moft exact 
Examination of the Church of Chrift. 


Suspicions concerning Athanafins. 


Tt is well known that no {mall Pare of the Hiftory 
of the Church, fo far as belongs to the Fourth Cen- 
tury, and fo far as the Chriftian Faith is therein 
concern’d, relies mainly upon the Writings and 
Hiftory of Atbanafius; and that the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of very many important Facts depend intirely, 
as tous, on the Integrity and Veracity of the fame 
Athanafius. Now the Reafons why I dare not in 
fuch Matters believe Things on his fole Authority 
are thefe. 

(1.) Athanafius was plainly a violent Party-Man, 
and the known Head of a Party: and is therefore to 
be no more depended on in Matters wherein himfelf 
and his own Affairs were peculiarly concern’d than 
others, the like Party-Men, and Heads of Parties are 
to be in parallel Cafes. And I need not tell the 
Honeft and Impartial, efpecially in this Age of 
Divifion and Faction, how little Regard is to be gi- 
ven to fuch Teftimonies. | 

(2.) Athanafias was peculiarly the Author of a New 
Syftem of Divinity, or the Author of a New Seét in the 
Church: whofe Language, at leaft, and Praétices, if 
not Notions, were moft certainly unknown to the 
earlier Ages of Chriftianity. This is too plain to be 
deny’d ; and Monfaucon does in a Manner confefs it: 
Indicare ne pigeat, {ays he, cum nibil pe- Pref 
riculiex indicio fit ; falvis femper & inte- Etats | 
gris rebus, ac fide nihil mutatd, multa Athanafii evo, 
ejufque ope indudta Verba fuille, C ad certam formam re- | 
data fidei capita ; ut Pater hodierne Theologiz jure 
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ile vocari poffit. Give me leave, fays he, freely to 
““ Declare, fince there is no Danger in fucha De- 
< claration, that while the Things themfelves and 
the Church’s Faith have ever continued immuta- 
bly the fame, there were many new Words or 
Lerms of Art introduc’d into the Church in the 
“© Age of deri and by his Means; and thence 
the Articles of our Faith became fix’d and deter- 
minate. Infomuch that Athanafius may juftly be 
** ftil’d The Father of the Modern Syftem of Divinity, 
And Gregory Nazianzen fays thus, in his Panegyrick 
ven our Athanafins : tin nv vouns divlots Op Fol. I, p. 389: 
» TH EKEWE SILKE, Hy TESTO LTO KOTOY MALY O LA 
edna’ 4 wAdxes rovotas duis od enelvs Myuare %y WALIOY 70 OF- 
Cag ih mtee avDoczrwy ris aziess dpeiae res’ =--- yon : 
qoberet SE ssxovpéve. © What Athanafins ?* 39% 
** determin’d was a Law to the reft, and what he 
“* difallowed was rejeded by them. Nay his 
** Doctrines were the very Mofaick Tables of the 
** Lawtothem. The Honour thac was paid him was 
** greater than what is due from Mento the Saints 
themfelves. Indeed He gave Laws to the whole 
World. Now certainly when fo bold and daring a 
Perfon appears, who is not afraid to innovate fo 
vattly inthe Chriftian Religion as this amounts to, 
all crue Lovers of the Ancient Fuith once deliverd to 
the Saints fhould be upon their Guard, and not rafhly 
believe all he fays, left he fhould prove to be one of 
the Forerunners and Introducers of that Antichriftian 
State whom the Scriptures have fo fully caution’d us 
_againft ; and of whom they give fo difmal an Ac. 
count beforehand. ? 

(3-) A Perfon of his general Character, which I 
take to be that of one Refolute, Ambitious, and Ty- 
_rannical ; of admirable Parts, but little Learning, 
and {mall Appearance of Sincerity ; who would ne- 
ver fubmit to either Emperor or Council ; and who 
would rather fet che Chriftian World ina Com- 
) G2 | buftion 
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buftion on all Occafions than recede in the leaft from 
his Pretenfions ; who reafons generally very weakly ; 
yet treats his Adverfaries with the moft unchriftian 
Names of Reproach and Scorn poffible ; and who 
{till alter’d his Notions, or at leaft his Language as 
he faw Occafion, and as Matters would bear, and 
yet usd plaufible Words and Infinuations all along ; 
A Perfon, I fay, of this general) Chara@ter cannot 
but afford great Room for Sufpicion to confidering 
Men. 

(4.) Athanafiuss reproachful Account of the Ori- 
gin of the Meletians, who afterward join’d with the 
Arians, againit him, is fo intirely different from that 

which Epiphanius gives us to their 
great Advantage, while yet Epiphanius 
was certainly Honeft and Orthodox 
enough not to be fufpected of any Partiality to them, 
that we have great Reafon to queftion Athanafius’s 
Fidelity in this Matter. And the Council of Nice 
it felf are known to have dealt fo much more gently 
with thefe Adeletians than they did with the Arians, 
and than Athanafius would have had them done, that 
the Sufpicion is confirm’d that his 
Account was rather the Effect of ha- 
tred and ill will, than the real and exaé& Truth of 
their Cafe. i 

(5.) Athanafius’s Works drawn up before the Rife 
of the Arian Controverfy are fo very different from’ 
thofe written afterward, as fhew that Oppofition and 
Difputation had quite alter’d and fpoil’d the Man; 
and that his later Writings are of {mall Authority. 
I wifh the Honeft Reader, that defires to fee the 
true Doctrines of the Church, nay even of Athanalius 
himfelf, as they were taughe and beliewd in his 
younger Days, and to adjuft them with the other 
broach’d afterwards, would carefully compare his 
youthful nobleft. Treatifes Contra Gentes 8 De Incarna-_ 

tiene Verdi with the reft. ‘Thofe containing, fo far - 
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I can judge, in a Manner the fame Do@rines that he 


afterwards fo violently oppos’d under the Notion of 


Arianifm. Nor need the Reader go elfewhere than to 
thofe Treatifes of Athanafius himfelf to be fatisfy’d 
what a mighty Change the fame Perfon made in 
Chriftianity. This is certainly a Matter that highly 
defervesevery good Chriftian’s ferious Confideration. 
(6.) Athanafius and others from him tell us an incre- 
dible Story about the Meletian Bifhop <Arfenius, viz. 
That when Athanafiushad been folemnly and publick- 
ly accus’dof killing this <rfenius, and of the cutting 
his Hand after he was dead; whichdead Hand was 
fhew’d publickly alfo; yet thac he produc’d the Man 
alive before his Judges with both his Hands unhurt; 
- nay and receivd a fubmiffive Letrer from him after-~ 
wards: whilft the Arians did {till all his Life noc- 
withftanding accufe him publickly upon all Occafions 
of the fame Murder. This feems to me utterly in- 
credible,that he fhould ever be charg’d with the Mur- 
der of a Perfon who yet, if Arhanafius {ays true, mutt 
have been known by all the World co be {til alive. 
Nor does his IntroduGiion of Arfenius’s and the Empe- 
ror’s Letters, which imply his being alive,at all fatis- 
fy me. For not co fay that we have noAffurance that 
any pretended Perfon was the true Arfenius, or the 
Hand produc’d real, we have certainly no other Evi- 
dence for even thefe Letters but Arhanafius himfelfs 
which he knew how to produce for hisPurpofe as Oc- 
cafion fhould ferve. And one great Reafon of Suf- 
picion. here is that the fame Emperor Confantine, 
whofe Letterdoes in this Cafe fo juftify Arbanafius, 
and exprefs his Wonder at the Impudence of the 
Charge of murdering one who was ftill alive among 
them, did yet foon banifh him notwirhitanding. 
And certainly had Athanafius had fuch undenyable 
Vouchers for his Innocence as he long afterward pu- 
blifh’d, he needed not have run away from the Coun- 
cil of Zjre as he did, for fear not only of being con- 
3 demn’d 
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demn’d, but even of being torn in Pieces alfo at the 
ame ‘Lime. 

(7.) The Story and ftrange Miracles of Anthony, 
the Father of the Egyptian Monks, and thereby of the 
Modern Monkery in general, does above all Things 
make Athanafius {ufpe@ed. As the true Miracles of 


‘our Saviour and his Apoftles do undoubtedly eftablifh 


the Chriftian Doctrine ; but if they were known to 
be either falfe or diabolical would as undoubtedly 
deftroy its Reputation ; Soin good Meafure does it 
feem to me to be with Anthony and his pretended Mi-. 
racles, with Relation to Athanafius and his Doétrines. 
If chefe be true and divine they do indeed feem Au- 
thentick Credentials to the Devfol and Caufe of Atha- 
nafius: Burif they be either falfe or diabolical Athanafius 
and his Caufe muft fink with them. For they arenot 
only produc’'d andattefted to by Athanafius himfelf,and 
that fometimes as done before his Face; in his Life 
of this Anthony ; but they feem to have been defign’d, 
contrived, andalledg’d both by Amthonyand Athanafius 
on purpofe for Teftimonials to the Athanafian Caufe 
and Doctrine; as the Sagacious Reader will obferve 
in his Perufal of them. Now that this Life of 
Anthony is not written fincerely by Athanafs is plain 
by feveral Circumftances ; befides the general wild 
incredible Nature of the Things and of the Miracles 
themfelves. Athanafius {ays that Anthony was wholly 

Iiterate, Yer doeshe tell usof his fine 
Vit, Ant.§.1.0°73. Difcourfes, and of his Letter to the 
§. 16. oe, Emperor for him. Yet does he fet 
. bs nae Hip down a Notable Anfwer of his to 
“4riom ad Monach, ome Philofophers, full of heathen 
§. 14. Learning. Athanafius alfo, in one 

Place, tell usofa Judgment executed 
on Balacius, one of his Enemies, by an Horfe on 
which that Enemy of his rode ; and in another that 
ic was that Horfe on which Neforius rode, and not 
Balacius. Nay- Athanafius cells us that Anthony, when 
he dy’d, order’d that Cloke which himfelf had gi- 
ven 


FIP al Pe aay 
i 9c RN ARTI a BAER IC —E 


ven him ro be reftor’d to him again: 
yet has Ferom affur’d us that it had 
many Years before been aflign’d for C#m & Vit.Paul. 
che Burial of Paul the Monk, by the fame Anthony. 
In fhort, thofe who take Arhanafius to have been that 
«reat and good Man the Orthodox fuppofe, muftal- 
{o believe him in his Life of Anthony, the beft attefted 
ofall his Works ; which yet is next to impoflible to be 
done without receiving all the like vain Legends and 
Miracles which have been fo common fince the Days 
of Athanafius,tho’ not heard of before ; and whichare 
_fequently pretended to in the Church of Rome at this 
very Day. But forthe reft, the truly Learned and Ju- 
dicious, who will readily difcover the Knavery or 
worfe Original of thefe Miracles of Antichritt, whofe 
coming was to be after the working of Sa- 
tan, Bib all ih ana Signs, ee lying pees 
Wonders ; they ought in Confequence thereof to give 
up their Author Anthony,and their Abettor Athanafius ; 
and no longer engage their Belief to fuch Stories and 
Do@rines as come in fo very Sufpicious a Manner 
recommended to them. ; ! 
(8.) Athanafines Character of the ,, 
Principal yc is not only unfuppor- adie hie 
ted by other contemporary Authors, unlefs by his 
fellow Heretick Marcellus, but is directly contrary to 
that of Eufebius ; whofe Integrity is yet too well 
known, as well as his Abilities, to have thofe of 
Athanafins come in the leaft Competition with chem. 
(9.) Athanafius’s Story of the miferable Death of 
his Enemy ris is not only contrary to Rufinus, who 
relates his being alivetilltheReignof , , Hif LL61 
Conftantins ; but very fufpicious in it ikea a otis 
felf. He fays it happen’d in the Reign of Con 
ftantine at Conftantinople, under its Bifhop <Alexan- 
der, and in the moft publick Manner poffible : fo 
that not only Egypt but the whole Chriftian World 
muft have rung of it prefently, in Cafe ic 
had been true. Yet Twenty Years afterward 
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is he fore’d to write an Account of it to the Egypsi- 
an Bifhops, to fecure them tohis own 
Ep.ad Epi(c. Egy» Orthodoxy: nay a little after he is 
EMSA 3a gain oblig’d, tho’ with great Reluct- 
ancy, to write it more largely to Serapion, as a 
rand Prefervative againft the Arians: 
Imig Seaget but ftill with thefe Cautions that no 
TE PBA O Cony of his Epiftles be taken, no 
not by Serapion himfelf, nor by any of thofe Monks 
rate Sores among whom he took Care to fpread 
a rey the fame Story, but that it be fafely 
return’d to him again. And he feems to intimate 
that he faw no other fo certain way of putting a ftop 
to fome Difputes of the Arians, as by this Story, 
which he {uppos’d would effectually doit. And if 
the Chronicon Pafchale or Alexandrinum 
be right, this very Alexander, whoin 
this Account was the Bifhop of Con/tantinople there- 
in concern’d, had been then dead no lefs than Six 
Years before. All thefe Circumftances afford fuch 
obvious Occafion for Sufpicion, efpecially when the 
Story is pretended to come only by his Presbyter 
Pera Macarius,{o famous or rather infamous 
Acs to. aC Hiftory. of dthanafius, that I 
{hall not need to enlarge upon them. 

-(10.) I fhall fhew elfewhere thattis highly probable 
that this 4rhanafias made and impos’d a {purious and 
ill-digefted Epitome of the Apoftolical Conftitutions on. the 
Churches of Ethiopia for the genuine ones.; with the 
Omiffion of all that contradicéed his Notions > which 
Epitome is intire in Erhiopick, and part of it ftill ex- 
tant in Greek alfoat this Day. 

(xx.) I fhall alfo thew elfewhere that tis highly 
probable this Athanajius cited the fpurtous Copies of 
Ignatius’s Epiftles \ately made by his Friend AMdarcedlus 
or fome of his Party, for the genuine ones; and 
that ac the fame Time when he difcovers his Know- 
ledge of the true Copies alfo: nay that he certainly 
cies Ignatius that our Saviour is a>pdypillos, uubegotten, 
contrary 
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contrary to the known Doétrine of Ignatius, and of 
all che firtt Writers of Chriftianicy. 

(12.) The famous Quotation which 
Athanafius makes out of Origen for the 
Eternity and Confubftantiality of our Sa- 
viour is fo very Sufpicious, as to its being Genuine, 
that Petavius, that Learned Jefuic, cannot here for- 
bear tocry out thus. Hee plane mirifi- 
ca funt: ac fi quis alius quam Athanafius Pe trinb. 1. C4, 
fidem faceret talia ab Origine effe Scripta, 
profecto a Catholicis quibu{dam intexta fuilfe libris Origenis 
baud ablurda foret [ufpicio. and this is the more to be 
fulpected becaufe Ferom particularly accufes Origen as 
being againft that Eternity ; and 
- becaufe he does moft certainly ftile Cr. Ces. L. ¥. 
Chrift the Antiente/t of all Creatures. poo e537. 

(13.) The pretended Epiftle of Dio- 
nyfius Of Alexandria for the éuotorg and De Synod §. 43.&%e: 
Eternity of our Saviour, is fodifferent Rate Synod. 
from the Stile of the Third, and forge Dimyf 
like that of the Fourth Century ; is ¢; ce. 
fo wholly omitted by Exjfebins in his 
Account of him ; is fo intirely contrary to the 
known Doé@trine of the fame Dionyfius, as we are af- 
fur’d from an unqueftionable Witneds Bafilhimfelf; nay 
does fo plainly contradi& what Athanafins cannot de- 
ny to have been the Expreffions of the oe 
{ame Dionyfius elfewhere, as well as Reh BD. 4. 

y 3 
the Decrees of that Council of Antioch whither he 
had gone but for extreme old Age, that no Manner 
of Dependance can be had thereon. 

(14.) The Quotation alfo from The- 
ognojius again{t the Arians is by no hae ree 
means free from Sufpicion: fince wees 
Photius himfelf, who faw the fame Books‘that are ci- 
ted by <Arhanafius, fairly confeffes 
that he is on the Arian fide, as there- 
in directly owning that Chrift was a Crecture. 1 
facther, ic is to be exceedingly remark’d thar fince 
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thefe four, Ignatius, Origen, Dionyfius of Alexandria 
and Theognoftus are, befides Pope Dionyfius, all the An- 
tient Fatherswhom Athanafius any where cités againtt 
the Arians ; (and thofe cercainly a poor Number for 
a Writer then to alledge ; ) and fince it does not -ap- 
pear thathe has cited any one of them fairly, bur the 
contrary ; we hence learn either that che Antients 
vere allagainft the Athanafians, and that Athanalus 
was plainly fore’d to prevaricate and forge ; or that 
he was an Ignoramus, and knew nothing of their 
Opinions himfelf, but was impos’don by others. At 
the leaft we learn that his Teftimony and Authoriry 
is worth nothing, nor to be at all depended on by 
any Body in thefe Matters. 
~ (15.) But that all this cannot be charg’d on his 
Tenorance, but is in part deriv’d from his Knavery, 
is evident not only from the Strength of his Parts in 
general, not eafily lyable to Impofition ; but from 
the known Gafe of the Council of Antioch in particu- 
lar; which, as himfelf, as well as Bafland Hilary, 
does not deny, did exprefly athirm of 
De Synod. §. 43. our Saviour gx éery 6 Uo m0$> thar he 
Bafil. Epift. 300. ; 
Hilar. de Synod, 245 ‘Not Confubftantial to the  Fa- 
6. 81. _ ther s while the Council of Nice 
affirm’d the direé&t contrary in fo ma- 
ny Words. Yet will not he own the two Councils 
to be of different Opinions: no not when he cannor 
pretend to have any Records in the World to recon- 
cile them by ; no more than Hilary and Bafil: yet do 
our Modern Writers for Orthodoxy follow them alfo, 
and will needs havethemto be both for the Athanafian 
DoGrine notwithftanding. Sure the Church was 
never fo grofly cheated as it has been in this Contro- 
verfy ; not only to be made to believe that Doctrines 
are true and certain without any Foundation in An- 
tiquity ; but that thofe very Men, at leaft Seventy 
in Number, who exprefly condemn a Doéttrine, did 
vet believe it all che while. I do not fee at this 
Rate 


SS een TT I se STE TR ot SE IEP nr eee 9 yap 


PREFACE. yop 


Rate why hereafter I may not be found to be an 
Athanafian alfo, notwith{tanding my direct writing 
again{t him. Who knows but my Words may be ca- 
pable of fome witty Reconciliation hereafter, as it 
feems Arhanafius found to be between thofe of the 
two Councils before us, notwithftanding the ex- 
prefsnefs. of the Contradiction between their Deter- 
minations? I am willing to hope that Bafi/ and Hilary 
only followed Athanafius blindly in this Matter ; 
otherwife that Comparative very good Opinion t 
have of their Probiry and Integrity would foon dimi- 
nifh. But what to fay for the really Learned and 
Judicious among the Orthodox Moderns, who in 
other Matters are never to be fo impos‘ upon, Ido 
not know. But to go on. 

(16.) Athanafius, when he and his Doctrine had 
been at laft condemn’d by the great Hofiws, pretends 
in Excufe and Vindication that the fame Hofius at his 
Death declar’d that what he had 
done in that Matter was by Compul- 
fion ; and that Hofius did then ana- 
thematize the Arians. This is a famous xeenem by 
which the Fidelity of Athanafius may eafily be cry’d. 
Hofius was a weftern Bifhop, and died in Spain: fo 
the weftern Writers are the only Authentick Wit- 
neffes inthis Cafe. Tothem therefore let us appeal. 
Now here Hilary, the grand weftern Fountain of Or- 
thodoxy and Phebadius,not much lefs Orthodox than 
the other, are fo far from any fuch 
Hopes of Hofius, that the former calls 
the famous Arian Creed of Sirmi- 
um the Blafphemy of Hofius, as if he 
were the Principal Compofer and 
Patron of it : and ever writes againft 
him after that asan Arian, without the leaft Hopes of 
his recovery, or Tidings of Recantation. and the 
latter agrecs exactly wich the former Account. 


Hiff. Arian, ad 
Mon. §. 45. 


Hilar, de Synod. §. 
Io. 11.63. 


Phaebad. contr. Aa 
rian in Calce, 
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Nay we have {till nearer Witnefles, two Orthodox 
Presbyters, by Name Marcellinus and 
Fauftinus who liv’d alfo in the Weft 
where Hofius dy’'d: and thefe are fo 
far from any Confirmation of Atha- 
nafias’s Story that they tell us Hofias 
was not only become an Adrian, but a zealous one 
alfo; infomuch thatthe Orthodox complain‘d of him 
as of one of their Perfecutors ; and that-he dyd up- 
on one of his Aés of Perfecution againft them. 


Ad Imperat, Ap. 
Bibliothec. Patr. 
Max, Tom. V. p. 
655. 


Nor does Monfaucow himfelf feem here willing to 
engage in Athanafius’s Vindication. So that he ftands 
here convicted of falfehood by the Atteftation of 
four Subftantial Witnefles of his own Party. 


Vit. cithan. p. 71. 


See his Life p.24. 
2.5-26.27- 30 34+ 


f 


(17.) Athanafius relates fo many 
Stories that are almoft incredible ; 
and produces fo many pretended Let- 
ters and Monuments which are 
wholly unfupported by any other 
Original Teftimonies, and fometimes 
but ill agree with Chronology, that 
there is the greateit Reafon in che 
World to fulpe& many of them to 

e direct Forgerics. Hadthe Violence 


of the Orthodox fpared us the Wri- 
tings of the Arians, tis very likely all might itill be 
dete@ed. But they have taken Care to deftroy or 
drop thofe Books which they could not Antwer ; 
and fo feem to defy all Atzempts of this Nature. 
Vet do not I think the Cafe quite defperate, if any 
{agacious and honeft Man would go about it, I 
heartily with the lace Learned Writer of the Hifoxy 
of Montanilm could lay afide his Byafs. for common 
Notions, and would fet himfelf about fuch an En- 
quiry. Since I doubt not but he would foon difco- 
ver not only the Prevarication and Tricks of Arhana« 
fins ; but the true Origin of Athanafianifm; I mean he 
would foon clearly find, what he has already much 
ado’ 
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adoe to avoid feeing, that Arhanafianifm is no other 
than @ Remote Branch of Moxtani/m ; as conveyd 
down in Galatia and Ancyra to the Heretick Marcellus, 
and by him to his known Friend and Companion 
Athanafias. However, Thefe Sufpicions feem to me 
to bear fo hard upon Athana/fius, that the Orthodox, 
who do fo very much rely on his Authority for their 
Hiftory, their Faith, their Porfhip; and their whole 
Syftem, muft be oblig’d either to vindicate him 
throughly from the fame, or give up this whole Con- 
troverfy, and return. to the old State of primitive 
Chriftianity, as it obtain’d in the Church before that 
Unhappy Forerunner of Astichrift appear’d in the 


World. 
. W.W. Fuly 5.1710. 
But to leave this Matter, and to proceed. 


Not very long after I had drawn up this Paper I 
made an Attempt to rectify the Doxologies in our 
Singing Pfalms at Cambridge. The Cale was this. 
I had been employ’d by the Stewards for the Charity 
Schools to fele& the moft proper Parts of the new 
Verfion of the Pfalms by Dr. Brady and Mr. Tate, for 
the Ufe of the Charity Schools and Parifhes in Cam- 
bridge: which I had done accordingly. But when 
I came to the End, and was to add the Doxologies, 
1 faw them fo different from thofe in the firft Times 
of the Church, efpecially as to the Holy Ghof, and the 


{tiling the Three Perfons One God, that I made new 


ones exactly agreeable to the Antients and recom- 
mended them tothe Minifters for their Approbation 
and Ufe by a Paper which I drew up for that 
Purpofe : and which here follows with the Doxolo- 
. gies themfelves. 
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GLORIA PATRI, @ 


According to the Antients. 


Common Meafuxe. 


O God the Father, through the Son, 
And in the Holy Ghoft, 
Be Glory now, and ever paid, 
By us, and all his Hoft. 


As Plalm 25, ¢e. pe 


© Father, through thy Son, 
To thee all Glory be; 

By thy good Spirit’s aid, until 
Thy bleffed Face we fee. 


As the 100. Pfalm, ee. 


To the Great Lord of all the World, 

The God whom Earth and Heav'n adore, 
Be Glory, asit was of Old, 

is now, and fhall be evermore. 


As Pfalm 37, and the laft part of the 
113th Pfalm Tune. 


To Thee, Almighty Lord of Hofts, 
(Thro’ thy dear Son, and Holy Ghoft,) 
whom we and all the World adore ; 
Be Glory, Adoration, Praife, 
Obedience, Worfhip, all our Days 
till Time it {elf fhall be no more. 


Bre et tal 
POE See Sa a as aS ee a eee 


“PREFACE. 


_ AsPfalm148, ee. 


To the moft Glorious Name 
Of our Creator, bletft, 
Who Heav’n and Earth did frame 
All Worfhip be addrett ; 
As heretofore 
it was, isnow, 
and fhall be fo 
For evermore, 


Reafons for the Doxologies. 


The known Books of Scripture never mention the 
Holy Ghoft in any Doxology. So that depends in- 
tirely on the Apoftolical Conftitutions. 

Thofe Conttitutions exprefly ap- ; yr co, 
point this Form of Divine Worfhip ~~ nt 
to be Zothe Father, through the Son, and in the 
Holy Ghoft : to which Athamafias 5 7 

Pp. 694. 
exactly agrees. 

Accordingly thofe Conftitutions generally now 
have, and always Originally had that Particle in 
as tothe Holy Ghoft. For where alone the prefent 
Copies have now fometimes and, we know from 
Fuftin Martyr that it was otherwife Originally ; and 
Clemens Alexandrinus agrees with his Form. 

This Particle is moft frequent in all the old Books 
ftill at this Day. Athanafius often ufes it. He rare- 
ly ventures on «yy, and never, that 
Lhave obferv’d, upon xgf. Bafil has a Vid Op. p. 97.238. 
large Difcourfe upon this very Sub- 294 336 393- 
je@, to vindicate himfelf from the 7°" 7* 9°” 
- Charge of changing é into ay or xgl. De Spir. S. 
and plainly confeffes that iy is che moft 
unqueftionable Form, which he fays he will not lay 
afide. He owns that the others need Apology pe 
tneir 
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their Ufe, and he tries how high he can trace them: 
which is, even in private Authors, no earlier than 
the beginning of the Third Century. He'would fain 
have ic believ’d that Originally thefe others had been 
fometimes usd; bue his Adverfaries utterly deny'd 
it ; and ic does not appear to have been fo'by any 
certain Evidence. 

Our Church has not concern’d herfelf if the fing- 
ing Pfalms. So thefe Forms are not againft any 
Legal Settlement at all. 

The calling the Three Perfons One God, or the 
One God, in any Doxologies is without all Example 
in our Publick Liturgy, or other valuable Records, 
that I remember: and came in only from the Poets 
to make up their Verfes ; and fo ought moft certainly 
to be laidafide. If fuch a Way of Speaking be ven- 
tur’dupon by any, where the Church enjoyns it, yet 
fure there is no Occafion to put it in where the 
Church has laidno Injundion. 

Thefe Forms are undoubtedly right, and can be 
{crupled by no Chriftian: whereas the common ones 
are not fuch, I fhould be forry after my fincere 
Pains about the Charity Schools, and this ColleG@ion 
of Pfalms for them and the Parifhes, that the Doxo- 
logies after all fhould be fuch that I could not in 
Confcience join in them. Nor fhall Igive my Con- 
fent and Affiftance for the other, unlefs the Bifhop 
over rules the Matter againft mé. 


Camb. dug. 20.1710. Wixti, WHiston. 


But my Labour was in vain : the Minifters 
themfelves Over-rul’d me, and order'dthe Doxologies 
to be added. All I could do was to take Care thar 
my Doxologies fhould be printed at the End ofa fin- 
gle hundred ofthe Copies, which were to beat my 
own Charge, for my own Ufe, and the Ufeof fome 
Friends, 


so on wR: 


ar OE SOE re NS ee Sea erea et ash ee 


PREFACE inj 


Friends, that might be willing to Glorify the Father 
through the Son, in the Holy Ghoft, according to the 
Original Appointment of the Apoftles ; and not to 
go along with common Cuftom, without, if not 
againit all that Sacred Authority whereby we 
ought to be guided in fuch Matters of Divine Wor= 
fhip and Adoration. : ! 

The next Thing which I fhall prefentthe Reader 
withal in this Preface fhall be a true Copy of my 
Third Letter to our moft Reverend Metropolitans, 
before I fet about the Actual Publication of my Pa« 
pers ; which was in thefe Words. 


ey 


May it pleafe your Grace. Camb. Sep. 5.1710; 


since I have now compleated my Defigns, and 
am going to Print my Differtation on Ignatius’s Epiftles, 
with che Epiftles themfelves ; my Ejfay om the Confti- 
tutions, with the Conftitutions themfelves ; and my 
Account of the Primitive Faith of Chriftians, feverally, 
inthe Order wherein they are here mention’d ; E 
thought it would become me to acquaint your Grace 
with ic; that ftill, if your Grace and the reft of the 
Bifhops pleafe, all or any of thefe may come to a 
folemn and publick Examination before they are 
printed. I plainly find that hitherto the Learned 
are no ways able to oppofe the Evidence that I have 
in thefe Matters : as indeed I have all along known 
that ic was too {trong to be oppos’d. But how fenfi- 
ble foever any of them may begin to be of this, till 
they are impowr’d and commiflion’d by thofe in Au- 
thority freely to examin, and as freely to declare the 
Refult of fuch cheir Examination, there will belittle 
Appearance of their generally owning the Truth of 
what I have proved on thefe Subjects ; nay not much 
of fair, full, and impartial Examination neither. 
The Reafons of which are very obvious to thofe that 
know how far Education, Prepoffeflion, worldly 
H - Interett 
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Intereft ; fears for the Reputation of Parties, and 
Dread of the greatnefs of the Alterations to be made 
in Faith, Worfhip, Pradice, and Difcipline do Byafs 
and Influence Mankind, However, Since I am not 
to judge for your Grace, and the reft of our Gover- 
nours, but only for my felf, and concerning my own 
Duty in thefe Matters, I muft content my felf to 
act upon the Suppofition that no publick and Solemn 
Examination will be allow’d my Papers before their 
Publication; and fo I muft make them as compleat 
as I¢an with what private Affiftance I have been 
able to obtain; and leave the farther Succefs to the 
good Providence of God. Which good Providence, 
{ believe, will fo fupport and uphold thefe facred 
Truths and Books of Chriftianity, that no Oppofi- 
tion nor Perfecution will be able to fupprefs them ; 
but that they will gradually obtain and prevail till 
allend at laftin Chrifts glorious Kingdom of Peace 
and Holinefs. In the Preface to the whole Cols 
lection, which is Hiftorical, I fhall be oblig’d to 
print your Graces Letter to me formerly, with o- 
ther the like Letters and Papers, which are abfo- 
lutely neceflary to {uch a Defign; for publick Infors 
mation, for the Satisfaction of the Church,and for my 
own Vindication. A true Account of thefe Difcove- 
ries, of their Times, Occafions, Gircumftances,and of 
the fairnefsof my procedure all along being a Debt 
due from me to the Chriftian Church,to my own Re. 
putation, and to thefe great Truths themfelves. I 
have put the Account of the Primitive Faith laft, tho’ 
it was firft writeen; that fo it may ftill be ready for 
publick examination before tis printed, as long as 
pofiible, even after the preceding. Parts are in the 
Prefs. I could add many more things here not unwor- 
thy of your Graces Notice: But fince your Grace 
was not pleasd to return any Anfwer to my fecond 
Leiter, IT cannot with any affurance promife my felf 
one to this; fo [fhall fatisfy my felf in giving. your 

race 
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An Eifforical 

‘Grace this Information before I proceed any farther ; 
that no blame may any way lye upon me in this 
matter. I bee your Graces Blefling, and {ubfcribe 


my felf 
Your moft Dutiful and 


Obedient Servant 
Witu WHISTON 


To which Letter I received no Reply at all; and 
fo dolook upon my felf as at perfect Liberty to 
proceed in the Publication of this and of my other 
Papers, as I before intended, without any farther 
- Application to any one about them. However, 
I refolved to try one more Method of Examination 
with Relation to the Apoftolical Conftitutions be- 
fore I publifh’d them, than [had hitherto done ; viz. 
to fearch not only the Greek, but the Arabick Ree 
cords relating to them inthe Bodleian Library at 
Oxford. Accordingly, towards the End of the laft 
September, I wene my felf to Oxford, with 
a Perfon Excellently Skilf'd in the Arabick 
Language : where, upon a little Enquiry, my evi- 
dence for their molt facred Authority became 
moft unqueftionable. For I there found, befides 
many lefler Teftimonies, not only the Atteftations 
of the moft ancient, and perhaps infpired Author 
of the fecond Book of Apocryphal E/dras at once 
corrected and confirm’d by the Arabick Copy there; 
but I difcover’d alfo, what I look upon as really in- 
eftimable, two diftina& Arabick MSS. of that ancient 
facred Book of our Religion call’d. the Dodrine- of 
the Apoftles, which inthe Days of Eufebius wasreckon’d 
with Barnabas and Hermas, if not alfo with the Apo- 
‘calypfe it felf; and is cited for Apoftolical by Origen 
himfelf,but has been loftin the Welt for all chefe latter 
ages: and upon the Comparifonl perceiv’d that it was 

taken 
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taken out of the Original Conftitutions themfelves, 
and that generally werbatim; nay and that in the 
Preface the Apoftles intimate plainly, what I 
had before learned from other Evidence, that the 
Conttitutions were repofitedin fome particularChur- 
ches, and not publifh'd; while this large and moft 
authentick Extract was fent to allthe Churches for the 
Common Edification of all Chriftians ; to the putting 
anEndto this Difpute for ever. ; 

Thus, Chriftian Reader, [have faithfully brought 
down this Hiftory to the prefent time. And a Hiftory 
itfeemsto me,of how narrow,andconfin’d a nature {o- 
ever as containing the Letters and Papers of a few 
perfons only, yet of very confiderable importance init 
felf,and plainly dueto the Church of Chrift from me, 
i could have made it much larger,with greateafe ; and 
inferted many more Letters from no inconfiderable 
perfons both of our own Church and of the Diffen 
ters hereto relating, with feveralof my Anfwers to 
them. But being unwilling to be tedious, and to 
difcover more of the private intercourfe among 
friends than was neceffary for publick Satisfaction, 
and for my own Vindication, I forbear to enlarge 
any farther. May God of his infinite merey profper 
all well-meant endeavors for the purity of the Faith 
aud Practice of Chriftians ; and may I be enabled fo 
to Beat under my own body, with all its 
corrupt affections, and bring them into 
Subjettion, that when I have preach’d or proclaimd the 
pure and undefi'd religion of Chrift te orbers, I may 
not my Self become a Caftaway. 


1 Cor. TX. 27. 


Ogfob. 4.1710. 
Winui.Wuiston. 


A P. 


tne CCOOUNT of the Author’s 
 Profecution at, and Banfbment from the 
Oniverfity of Cambridge. 


‘PON Sunday, Offob. 22, 1710. (on which 
fF} Day a Sermon in Defence of the Athana- 
f & fan Creed was preach’d by Mr. Hughes of 
ee Fe/us College, at St. Adary’s; ) I was Sum- 
-ton’d by Mr. Aswood of Pembroke, Deputy-Beadle, 
to appear before the Vicechancellor the next Day, 
at Three a Clock in the Afternoon. According- 
ly, I was that Day about Four a Clock, conducted 
into an Upper-Room of the Vicechancellor’s Lodge ; 
-and.appeared before Dr. Roderick, Provoft of King’s 
College, the Vicechancellor ; Sir Fobn Ells, Knight, 
Mafter of Caius College; Dr. Fames, Matter of 
Queen's, Regius Profeffor of Divinity ; Dr. Blithe, 
| Mafter of Clare-Hall ; Dr. Balderfton, Mafter of E- 
| manuel; Dr. Covel, Matter of Chrift's ; Dr. Richard- 
| fon, Matter of Perer-Houfe ; Dr. Afhton, Matter of Fe- 
(us; De. Fifber, Mafter of Sidney ; and Dr. Lany, 
Matter of Pembroke: The Univerficy Regifter, Mr. 
| Grove. of St. Fobn’s, being there alfo. Where note, 
| that the Lord Bifhop of Che/fer, Mafter of Catberine- 
niles A Hall, 
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Hall, tho’ newly come to Town, never appear’d with 
he Heads at pe of their Meetings about me ; bur, 
] 


publickly at leaf, kept himfelf £ wholly unconcern’d in 
the Matter 

I came to the Vicechancellor’s Ledge witha 
Friend, whofe Pr (tHe and Afiftantel deft But 


he was not permitted to go up Stairs: So I was all 


alone before 1 y Judges. I was then immediately 
poe a Bock hte, Mr. Vicechancellor, and ask’d 
«whether I would look upon it, and own it to be mine. 


Perceiving that it was theSermons and Effays upon feveral 
, Lreply’d, that I'would not Anfwer any fuch 
Cueftions ; nor would Ifo much as look upon the 
kK: Affirming sist all which Thad to fay was in a 
| n Paperin my Hands. Neither would I make 
other Anfwer: tho’ then, and all along, many en- 
{naris eftions were put to me. But when I ftill 
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ritted in the fame Anfwers, the Vicechancellor, 
o with the reft feem’d much furpriz’d at this cau- 


tious Condu4t of mine, was oblig’d to call for other 
svidence. Accordingly Mr. Crownfield, our Printer, 
Citic pi be’ en ea yd, and threaten’d with being 


‘do e by fome of the Heads, for 


Ps 


Out of his Pi: 
pe rmitting his eBay to carry the Prop Hs for 
Primitive Chriftianity Reviud to them; 
Prope ofals of mine areannexeé to this Appendix) 
was fentfor, an elt fo much as amounted to pro- 
bable Evidence, ‘That I had fent the {mal | Effay tlget the 
Epifiles of Ig Ae, to be : ipers'd in Cambridge ; and 
| ter to he Vice A ora "[ which 
is fet down Lehn hilt 4p °C, ] and to pl ain Proof, 
thac Pdefir d his Boy mi carry the foremention’d Pro- 
pofals to the feveral I Hea ds 5 af Colleges the Tue{day be- 
fore; but could fay nothing to the Sermonstand Effays 
dt feveral Sdbjetis. The Regias Profeflor particularly 
Wondred t chat £ would not clear Mr. Crownfic dd, by 
owning the fending the Propofals; and intimated, 
° Viced! rancellor would alfo have 
an 
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ian Order from the Chancery, to oblige Mr. Benj. 
Tooke the Bookfeller to come from toedie. to prove 
ithe Sermons and Effays upon me, and to inform them 
chow they came to C. ambri dre, Yfaid that ic was noc 
yet time co fay all I intended : But that when I made 
my proper Anfwer it would be time enough to think 
‘of fuch things. That I had been a .ccuftom’d to Rea- 
fon, Arguments, and Teftimonies, but notto Law: 
So [had taken Advice as to py Anfwers, and ob- 
'ferv’d the fame Advice all along : Which he own’d 
it was reafonable for me to Fe as-one that he be- 
liev’d had never before been us ‘d to fuch Legal Pro- 
ceedings., He atfo took notice of an Expreffion of 
-mine in ny Letter to the Vicechancellor, before 

| mention’d, as if I were apprehenfive of foment 
like Perfecution that might | b befal me: And he added, 
chac he durft fay, No Body there had “ah Intention to Per- 
| fecute me. About this time it was that the Depolitt, 
ons of Mr. Hughes and Mr. Lownfend. of Fefus s of 
Mr. Amyas and Mr. Macro of Caius 3 and of Mr. Thack- 
ham of King’s ; (which sisi: in Part, if not wholly 
obtain d by the Vicechancellor’s Procure ment, not 
by the voluntary Appearance of the Parties them- 
{elves ) were openly read to me, as they here fol- 
low, Verbatim. 
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afterward depos Fe upon Oath. 
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i well remember, that hearing Mr. Whifon one 
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Sunday in the Afternoon, at the Patith- Church of Se. 
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Arguments, he afierred, Th here was but One| 
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and that God the Father ‘ed was that Ore 
That the Father was in al e Ancient at LPri ni 
tive Creeds mentioned to i the Only God i 3) hac . 
the Son was indeed exalted above all Creatures, and ae 
aoa a Partaker of many Divine Exce Mlencies and (ees 
A 2 | Perfe- y 
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PerfeGtions, and as fuch he was to be worfhippd- 
with a fort or degree of Divine Worfhip. This is 
the Subftamce of what I heard the faid Mr. Whifton 
deliver in that Lecture. There were feveral other 
very black and aggravating Expreflions, which in fo 
long a {pace of time have flipp'd my Memory. But 
as to the Truth of this, I am ready and willing to 
give my Oath. , 

SOHN HUGHES. 


In the Year 1708. in the Parifh-Church of St. €/e- 
ment's in Cambridge, I heard Mr. Whiffon in one of his 
Catechetical Lectures upon the Apoftle’s Creed, de- 
liver thefe Words, or Words to this Effec& ; viz. As 
to the Dignity of our Saviour’s Perfon, tho’ he be a 
Being of vaftly great and immenfe Perfedtions, yer 
I cannot fay, as fome do, that he is equal to God 
the Father : Becaufe I fhould contradi@ my Bleffed 
Saviour himfelf, who fays exprefly, Ady Father ss greas 
ter than I. Neither can [ affert, that he is Omnifci- 
ent ; for if ¥ fhould, I fhould contradi& my Bleffed 
Saviour himfelf, who fays, He knew not of the Day 
of Judgment. Of that Day and Hour knoweth no Man, 
no not the Angels which are in Heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father. Neither can I affert, that he is Effen- 


uler that called him Good Majfter, faid, Why calleft 
ou me Good ? None w Good, fave One, that # God. 
Odob. 19. 1710. Witnefs my Hand, 

SA. TOWNSEND, 


Bleffed Lord and Saviour himfelf,; who to a certain 


The Two Firft Articles mentioned by Mr. Toon/- 
end I do likewife atteft. To which Mr. Whiffon at 
the fame time added, That all the Old Books of our 
Religion witnefled the fame ; or Words to that Ef- 
fect. F. AMY AS. 


Ido 
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) - I do- declare that at the fame Place and Time 


iI heard Mr. Whiffon {peak thofe Words above-men- 
1 ree 


THO. MACRO. 


Odiob. 20. I7I0. 

Memorand. That ata Meeting of the Minifters 
concerning the Charity-Schools, at the Old Coffee- 
|Houfe in Cambridge, about . Michaelmas laft was 

Twelvemonth, Mr. Townfend making a Motion for 
ithe Removal of Mr. Wbiffon from the Stewardfhip, 
iby reafon of Heretical Tenets interfpers’d in his Ca- 
ftechetical Le@ures, Mr. Vbiffon enquird, What Te- 
Inets they might be? I reply’d, The Denial of the 
Divinity of the Son. He faid, He own’d him. as 
God. I ask’d, whether as God ab eterna? He anfwer- 
ed, No: Nor had any ‘of the Fathers for the firft 
Three Centuries. 

At another Meeting about a Quarter of a Year 
fince, on the Occafion, and at the Place above-men- 
tioned, Mr. Whi/ton' offered a Paper hereunto annex- 
ed, in Vindication of his Alteration of the Doxolo- 
| gies {ubjoined to Dr. Brady's Tranflation of the P/alms ; 
'a Part whereof he was authoriz’d to Print, for the 
Ufe of the Charity-Schools. He having afflerted his 
Alteration to be fuch as we might all join in, ( as in 
the Paper is {pecified ) I ask’d him whether he could 
‘not join with us in this, 

| To Father, Son, and holy Ghof, 
One God, whom we Aaore. 
He reply’d, He would be a Turk as foon. 
Thefe feveral Depofitions I am ready 
to Confirm by Oath. 
i W. THACKHAM. 


N.B. ThePaper referr’d to in this laft Depofition is 
thatinferted toward the end of the foregoing Hiltoricai 
A 2 _ Preface. 
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Preface. And Obferve, that the laft vehement Expreffi- 
on of mine, That MAE: bea Turk affoon, was, to the 
beft of my Remembrance, followed by thefe Words, 

or others to the fame Effe@, which are omitted by 
Mr. Thackbam 3 viz. That is arath Expreffion : But. 
I mean, that this Language i is fo entirely contrary to_ 
the Nature of the Chriftian Religion, that I cannot | 
go into it for any Confideration wl hatfoever. 


some time after thefe Depofitions were read, I de- | 
fired to know when it was a proper time to give in | 
my Anfwer: Which when it was intimated, 7 pub- | 
lickly read this Paper, and delivered icin as fo llows, 
Verbatim. 


Mr. Vicechancellor, 

Saving to my felf all future Legal Advantages, 
either as to the Jurifdiai on of this Confiftory , to. 
the Form of Proceedings therein, or to any other | 
Matters whatfoever; I do now defire that_I may 
have a true Copy of the Statute upon which Iam | 
charp’d, and of the Articles and Depofitions given 
me. [do alfo defire a competent Time may be al- | 
low’d me for making my Defence; which is never. 
deny’d in Cafes of this Nature ; And thac I may 
have Leave, tho’ it be Zerm-time, to go to Londow for | 
iome Weeks Paivids thole my Papers are out of 
which my Defence is in good part to be made, | 
ly fince : intend that that Defence fhall be | 

1 particular, and drawn up by the beft | 

Advice. And I cannot but beg and nave that you 
will all hear si cconfiaes what I fhall have here- | 
after to offer in my Anfwer with that Juftice, E- | 
juity and Caz ere, ; which the Laws, of ‘Nature , of | 
the Gofpel, and of the Land require ; and particu- 
larly in fo i important a Cau fe, concerning the True 
ai Fait! h and Prictyeitie which your felves | 
within the like Cafe ;.and. | 
ail our Appearing before 


Chrift’s 
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Chrift’s own Tribunal at the Great Day does de- 
mand from you. 


Camb, Ofob. 23. 1710. W. WHISTON. 


Here follows alfoa true Copy. of that asth Sra- 
tute of the Univerfity , upon which all thefe Pro- 
ceedings were grounded. 


CAP. XLV. De Concionibus, 


Wullus Concionator (it, vel aliquam concionem pro gra- 
du fuo babeat, nifi ad minimum Didcons fi. OS s4io 
; phon ad Heny rei VII. commendationem [acra concio fit, 

im Regius in Theologia Profeffor fac 
pi Termini 02610 Catt hora none a aa te i 
Eccle efia Beata /i42 241 £2 hobeatur Prixzo Tots a tbas Bis: 
concionabitur Regius Pro eHor in Iheolovia : Secundo Pro- 
felfor Domina Adarga “ete: Tertio Gincdiobator Are d dale. 
Ua be atk 5 die dominico de anno in cnnum conciones in A- 
cademia ayes fae Ordo itidem Coleviorsn 

bitur quem in dilputationibus 
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Jullu cum alfen{u majoris partis Prafectorum Collegiorurn — 


revocabit, & publice fatebitur. Quod ft recufaverit, aut 
non bumiliter eo modo quo prefcribitur perfecerit , eadem 
autoritate 4 Collegio {uo perpetuo excludetur , & Oniuerfi- 
tate exulabit, 


But to go on with my Narrative. 

After [had deliver'd my Paper, defiring Copies of 
the Statute, and of the Depofitions , and competent 
Time for my Anfwer; the former Parts were rea- 
dily granted me, but the Third much, debated. 
{ defired fix Weeks Time, as not too long in a Mat- 
ter of fuch great Importance ; and gave particular 
Reafons for it. I alfo affured them » that the main 
of thac Anfwer would not be what they fo much, 
and often, and earneftly fear’d and cantion’d againtt, 
the producing my Original Teftimonies in way of 
Juftification of my Opinions ; but would principally 
curn on thofe very Two Heads Mr. Vicechancellor 
proposd as proper for it; wiz, the fhewing that my 
Doctrines were either not truly and compleatly re- 
prefented, or were not fo contrary to the Do@rine 
of the Church of England as the Vicechancellor and 
fome others imagin’d. I was an{wer’d , that this 
Confiftory-Coure ufed not to allow fo long Time 
as thofe at Weftmisiter s and they were by no means 
willing to allow any confiderable Time. However, 
the Matter of Fe/us was for a competent Time, that 
I might fend for my Papers from London, And fome- 
body hinted as if a Week was more ufually the Time 
afforded in this Confiftory. The Matter of Pe- 
terboufe, tho’? he did not own the Neceffity of ‘a very 
long Time, yet confefs’d that I muft have Time al- 
Jow’d me for my Anfwer. Accordingly I fully ex- 
pected fuch Allowance. And when the Matter of 
Peterboufe left them, it feems, a Week’ Time was in- 
tended for that Anfwer. But all this notwithftanding, 
when I was finally call’d in, that Matter being gone, 

I heard 
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I heard not a Syllable more about it ; bur was ime 
mediately order’d to appear again on Wedne(day , to 
receive the main Charge, (of which prefenrly ;) and 
for other farther Proceedings. And when 1 once 
fpake of going to Lon don for Advice.or Afliftance, 
the Matt er of Emanuel faid 4 It was fit ei fhould eae) 
live ee saa and remove fr om Cambridge a {ince I 
had-there perverted fome already. .The Matters of 
Sidney and bapabroke not only feem’d to grudge the 
leaft Delay for my. Anfwer, but would ne e ds tell me 


what an Anfwer I was to make, I reply *d > thacl 


D] 


-fhould not ask ne r Advice for the m: aking that An- 


fwer, but ufe my oye Futian it. Nay; when the 
Matter of Fefus plainly y own’d ac Reafonablenefs of 
fome confiderable Time for my Anfwer, the Mafter 
of Pembroke {eem’d vety angry at him for it. Yer 
when I once, with fome Vehemence, faid, *. Ther 
has fomewhat been alledy’d here, which I am fur- 
priz’d to find fo many Clergymen to fay ” ; meaning 
their Affertion, That the Three Perfons colleively 
taken, were the One God of the Chriftian Religion , 
and not God the Father ; contrary to all manner of 
Sacred and Primitive Language ; no Notice was ta- 
ken of icatall. But to go on with the main Narra- 
tive. Upon a Second Summons, I appeai’d again 
on Wednefday, Octob. 25th. But now in a lower Pat 
lour of the fame odge, none being prefent but my 
Judges, as before. Dr. Covel and Dr. Richardfon be~ 
ing now abfent;and Dr. Gower, Matter of St. Fobn’s, 
the Lady Marga ret’s Profeflor, prefent in their 
Room. W hen I appear’d, expecting the allowance 
of Time, not only for my main Anfwer, but for the 
clearing the Exceptions I had to make to their Evi- 
dence and Proceedings ; inftead thereof, I had only 
the fore-mentioned Pa aper of the main Charge given 
me, and a folemn Admonition therewith to leave 
my Errors, and return to the Dodtrine of the 
Church of Encl and, or elfe on Monday they would 


proceed 
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proceed to execute the Statute upon me.. Only I 
was allowed to read and deliver in what I had pre- 
pared as an Anfwer fo far; or as my Complaints of, 
and Exceptions againft their Proceedings. Thefe 
two Papers, the fifit deliver’d to me, and the. fe- 
cond by me, here follow, verbatim. 


Pofitions publifbed and fpread about in the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge by Mr. Will. Whifton, con- 
tra Religionem, (Sc. Stat. Acad. 45. 


That the Father a- 


Vid. Poftfcript thro’out. (1) 
fave, epimons and EF Jone is the One God of the 
ca tutats a ry: tf Chriftian Religion, in oppofiti- 
6,7. 1.9. 10,15. 26to Onto the Three Divine Perfons, 
30. Mr. Thackham’s De- Father, Son, and Holy Ghofit, 
pol, Mr. Hughes Depot. being the One God of the Chri- 
Mr. Towufend, Mr* Ma- ping : 

ero, and Mr. Amyas De- 5100, ; 

pofitions. vid. Serm. | This Pofition is contrary to 
and Bflays, p. 276. 1. the 1,2, and sth, of the 39 Arti- 
eR ae Be cles, and to the Nicene and A- 

thanafian Creeds, 

2 ~~ That the Creed commonly call'd the 
Creed of St. Athanafius is a grofs and Antichriftian 
Innovation and Corruption of the Primitive Purity 
and Simplicity of the Chriftian Faith among us. 

‘This Pofition is contrary tothe Rubrick before the 
faid Creed, and the 8ch Article. 

3 -—— That the Canon of the 
_ Scripture, the Rule and Guide of a 
(1) p. 296. Chriftian’s Faith and Practice, is that 

contain in the laft of the Ecclefia- 
Rical Canons, ordinarily ftil'd Apoftolical: Which all 


along appears to have been the Standard of the Pri- 
mitive Church in this matter. [mean as including all 
the Books we now own for Canonical, and alfo the 
two Epiftles of St. Clement, and the Conftitutions of 
the 


| prove clearly, that the Apotto- 
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the Apoftles by St. Clement: To which the Paftor of 
Hermas is to be added ; as well as we have already 
added the Apocalypfe of St. ‘Fobz. 

a——- That the Doéirine of the 
Apoftles appears to be a Sacred Propofals, Ove. 1 Side 
Book of the New Teftament, Yeekth tok ®: 
long loftro theChriftianChurch. 

Thefe Two Pofitions are con- 
trary to the Sixth of the 39 
Articles. 


Mr. Whiffon undertakes to Propofals, firft Side 


Vol. II. 


lical Conftitutions are the moft 
Sacred part of the Canonical 
Scriptures of theNewTeitament. 

Mr. Whiffon afferts, that the 
Doxology, current in all thefe 
Jatter Ages, Glory be to the Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghoft, was not the true 
Chriftian Doxology. 

This Pofition is againft the 
Doxology receiv'd and efta- 
blifh’d in the publick Liturgy. 

Dated Oéfob. 25.1710. 

ThisPaper was deliver'd to Mr. Whiffon theDay and 

Year above-written by Mr. Vicechancellor’s Order. 
Witnefs my Hand, 
Robert Grove, 


Vid. Polt{cript, p. 47. 
lL. ult. 


Vid. Thackham his De- 
pofition. 


My Anfwer: Or Complaints of, and Exceptions to 
thefe Proceedings ; deliver d tn the fame Day. 


Mr. Vicechancellor, 
The Accufation which now lies againft me in this 


Place gives me but too much occafion both for 
Sur prize and Complaint. For truly, I cannot but be 
after all my Care and Concern to de- 
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mean my felf honeftly and inoffenfively both before 
God and Men, and to difcharge my feveral Duties 
as a Man, a Chriftian, a Clergyman, and a Profeffor 
of the Mathematicks in this Univerficy ; after an 
uncommon Search after, and Zeal for the pure, ori- 
ginal, uncorrupt Dodrines and Duties of Chriftiani- 
ty , as they appear in the Sacred Books of the Old 
and New Teftament, and in all the moft Ancient 
and Primitive Fathers; and yet, as far as pofiible, 
with a conftant and regular Compliance with the 
Rules and Orders of the Church of Eugland; after 
my earneft Endeavours to recover and retrieve feve- 
ral of the Original Sacred Books of our Religion, 
long loft, or defpis’d, or negleéed in thefe latter 
Ages, at leaft in thefe Weftern Parts of Chriftendosm ; 
and after fuch-great Succefs in thofe and my other 
Enquiries, that of all the many Learned Perfons who 
have perus'd.my Papers not any one of them has 
undertaken to write an Anfwer to them: After all 
this, I fay, I cannot. but -be furpriz’d, that without 
jending for any of thofe Papers, or at all examining 
them ; and without allowing me any publick Con- 
ference or Difputation about the Notions contained 
in them ; while every one elfe is permitted, if not 
encouraged to preach and difpute againft me upon 
all occafions, I am forced to ftand here as an Of- 
fender, and a Criminal on Account of them. — Nico- 
demus, tho’ fo timerous as to come to Jefus by Night 
only, yet ventured to fay in the midft of the Rulers 
, of the Fews, Doth our Law gudge 
John VIL, 50. sr. any Man before it hear him, and. know 
what be doth ? And certainly, ’tis not confiftent with 
common Juftice, with the Nature of the Chriftian 
Do@rine,nor with theHonour of this Learned Body, 
to cenfure or condemn either me or my Opinions, 
till upon a mature and folemn Examination it plain- 
ly appears, that thofe Opinions are not only falfe 
but groundlefs ; and by Confequence, that I am 
grofly 


ai 
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grofly miftaken in them, and ought to retraé them. 
And give me leave to fay, that this Method of Con- 
ference and Examination is that which ought al- 
ways to be, and has ordinarily been ufed in fuch 
Cafes, Nor has ic, I fuppofe, been any where de- 
nyed among thofe that call themfelves Chriftians, 
butin-the Popifh Inquifion it felf. And this is cer- 
tainly the only way co influence reafonable Men in 
fuch Matters. And as to my felf, I promife, thae 
it fhall influence me, evento perpetual Silence, and 


the burning my own Papers, if the contrary Do- 


&rines can produce but one Tenth Part of thac Evi- 
dence, that Original Evidence which I fhall then al- 
ledge for what I fhall there defend. Nor will any 
other Method at all weigh with me as to my Faith 
or Pradtice. ForI dare fay you areall perfuaded 
that I am not fo infincere or fearful, as to retra& or 
renounce any thing, which, upon full Examination, 
{ am really perfuaded to be either a Truth ora Du- 
ty of the Chriftian Religion, out of the Appre- 
henfion of what any fuch Tribunal as this can infli@ 
upon me, Permic me, Mr. Vicechancellor, to fay 
farther, that this Way of Conference and Examina- 
tion is that very Method which is mark’d out by an 
Ancient and Famous Precedent, when this very 
Stature now before you was firft usd: I mean the 
Cafe of Profeflor Cartwright, in the Days of Queen 
Elizabeth: whom Archbifhop Whitgifi, the then Vice- 
chancellor, and the Univerfity, would not proceed 
again{t till they had invited him to a Conference, 
and that in writing, 1n order to his Conviion : but 
which he refufed, and was thereupon cenfur’d and 
expell’d: Asthe Authentick Record, a Copy of 
which is hereunto annex’d, will teftify. The Cafe 
is here quite otherwife. I am not only willing to 
accept of any fuch Invitation, but do here folemnly 
Invite the Univerfity to this Conference and. Exami. 
nation, Nay, 1 Demand ict, as the Right of the 
Sacred 
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Sacred Truths of Chriftianity, and what this Learn- 
ed Body, cannoc either in Equity, or Honour deny, 
thac I be thus heard, and my Papers fairly and fully 
examin’d, before any farther Proceedings be had in 
his Matter. Cte to encourage your Acceptance 

|, Ldo fincerely declare, that I will have 
\ therein to Victory or Triumph ; but will 
sYone feck fo Tl h, and genuine Chriftianity. For 
God is wh Wieneh , that Lam very unwilling to be 
in the’ lea ile my: felf, or to deceive the 
Church of Chi : And that am always very defi- 
rous of the Ge tonuintey of prnaeebe: and correct- 
ing my Notions and Papers, that fo the leaft Sylla- 


ble of the Truths of Chrift Jefus may not receive 
any Diminution or Mifreprefentation by me, when 
my Papers come to be publi fae 

Bur hat Mr. Vicechancellor, befides my Sur- 


prize at the feveral things above- TieREbHNES with Re- 
lation to this Proceedure, I think Ihave great Rea- 
fon for Cos Kid int on many Accounts alfo. Accord- 
ingly I muft here take the Liberty to complain, That 
Matters have a] while been very unfairly and 
ve yncularly manag’d againit me: That daring 
the laft two Years and above He wherein ic 
has been known that I have bee upon thofe 
Enquiries whence the prefent wot ation is taken, 
No Vicechancellor , no pubiick Profeffor , not 
any one cf thofe in Authority here, which are 
known to be the moft — , have vever fence 
for me net my ys i , and difcourfed me: free- 


ly, or given mea Friendly Caution about chem. 
fo Reafon to complain , that fo ma- 


I chink i thave al 
ny and fach improper Ways have been try d to pro- 
. “ CaHRe e upo 1 mM 3 QS if I wer {uch q 
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publick haa iF that all the Methods that could be 
thought of were to de ufed for my Deftru@ion, Once 
a Grace of the Senate Ho ute was to be BA seat for 
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my Expulfion, without my being heard at all. 
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that did not do, I ees as I hear , been threaten’d 
with the Ecclefiaftical Court , and with the Aflizes. 
Then Advice was taken , whether I could not with 
{afety be legally convicted of Herefy, and fo be ex. 
pell’d by Mr. Lucas’s Statutes. And now a remote 
Univerfity Statute , not at all in its main and Ori- 
ginal Defign, as conceive, reaching my Cafe ; and 
fuch an one as, if {train’d to the fame Rigor as to 
others, might expel, I believe , much: the greateit 
part of the Univerfity, is at laft produc’d againit me, 
This Statute is De Concionibus, concerning publick Ser- 
mons, and fuch like Publick As and Le@ures befor re 
the Univerficy. How can this Statute poflibly reach 
me ¢ fince I never had the Honour to preach befor 
the Univerfity in my Life. [never kept any Divini- 
ty Act, or oppos’d in the Divinity Schools fince I 
was admitted. My Publick Lectures have been all 
Mathematical ; and being moft of them prin oie, 
will fhew how remote they have been from any chi Ings 
of this Nature. “This Statute muft therefore be Rrain~ 
ed beyond all reafonable Conftrudtion e’re it can ahs 
feé&t me. I have indeed formerly had an fm eReR 
Le&ure in the Town of Camb ridge , by the Bifhop’s 
fole Permiffion, and upon his fole § Salary. But ’ris the 
Opinion of the beft Judges , that whatever I faid 
there, can no way be us ’d to my Prejudice in 
Place.’ The Parifh Churches , at leaft ordin: 
when none but the Inhab: 
fent, sh df er noother Cognizancet 
of the R ight Reverend tl 1e Lord Bifhop of the Diocefe. 
And accordingly, one Pe nfo 
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on of ish niverfity aboue 
a Year and a half ago did once make fome :Com- 
plaint to our Diocefan, for w Hathappen’d din oneof thofe 
Churches; who thereupon appointed us to appear 
before him at acertain Hour the next day: I came 
at the Hour appointed, and ftay’d about an Hour, 
expediing my Accufer ; but he did not come till the 
Bifhop and my felf were both gone; Which hindred 
any 


aT 


fenfive, fince they plainly are fuch , and will appear, 


any farther Proceedings. And fure I cannot be ac- 
cus’d both before the Bifhop, and before this Confi- 
ftory for the fame pretended Offences, in the fame 
Parifh Church. I do therefore infift upon it, that the 
true Extenctof chapstang may be fully confider’d, be- 
fore any thing be done. again{t me by virtue. of it. 
As alfo I detire it may be confider’d, whether Words 
lke co be {poken fo long ago ; efpecially wher 

the Time is either not Enaciy dat all, or not nearer 
than th at of a whole Year’s {pace, can be admitte 

againit me: And whether Bocks publifhed. at Lon- 
don, A private Difcourfes elfewhere , can. come 
ich of this Statute ; where the Offen- 


within the rea 
ces punifhable by 1¢ aie be committed not only infra 
Uniwerfitatem nofiram 2, in a Place belonging to the U- 
niveriity, but mutt.be a ne publice docendo, trattando, 
vel defendendo, in publick and folemn Sermons, Le- 
dures ; or Difputations before che fame e Univerfity. 


I do alfo complain that the Chancellor of the. Uni- 
verfity has noc, as I believe, been acquainted. with 
this Matter ; when the Statute fays all the Proceed- 
ings upon it are co be Cancellarit juffa. And tho’ in 

ordinary Affairs the Vicechancellor may have. Autho- 
rity enough to act for the Chancellor, and may well 
enough exercife that Authority , yet certainly in a 
cafe of fo uncommona Nature, and of fuch mighty 
Confequence; [the like whereto I will be bold to fay 
never. before came into the Confiftory ; } it was bue 
reafonable that the Chancellor himfel f fhould be ac- 
quainted, and his Direétions receiv’d, before any 
Proceedings fhould have been begun by the Univer- 
fity. Ido alfo complain that the Accufations or De- 
pofitions again{ft me relate generally to Things long 
fince paft and gone, without the pretence. of any 
new Offences ; unlefs the Civilicy of fending fome 
inoffenfive Propofals to any of you can be-efteem’d 
of thac Nature. I-hope I may well call them inof- 


fuch 
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| fuch to every Chriftian Reader thac perufes them. 
|; Thave alfo, I think, great Reafon to complain that 
|} Iam, as it were, by this Procedure prevented in my 
honeft Defign, recommended co me by a very learn- 
ed and pious Prelate of our own Church, and rea- 
dily agreed to by me, of | laying a ill. my Papers be- 
.. fore the Convocation, which is. almoft now ready 
to fic, for their Confideration and Correction. Sure 
the Univerfity will never fuppofe, or believe, that 
the Convocation will cenfure without Examination ; 
nor is ‘the Univerfity to prejudge a Caufe which 
‘moft properly belongs to the Cognizance and Judg- 
‘ment of the Convocation. Ido alfo complain thae 
I have been fo exceeding privately conven’d, and 
particularly interrogated ; and not in the Confifto- 
ry before the Univertity ; where all that defir'd mi; ght 
have been prefent, and I might have nad fuch Aft. 
ance as Law and Equity do allow. As if fome Men’s 
‘Hopes of opprefling me arofe rather from the Prof- 
peat of the Terror I-fhould be under in fuch Cir 
-ccumftances, and the unwary Anfwers I fhould there. 
/upon make, than from the Strength of the Evidence 
and t the Notoriety of the Offences I could prov'd 
* be guilty of. Ido, laftiy, complain, that as ] 
m inform’d, fuch a fort-of Determination has been 
Fiat tely made about the Sen fe of thac Statute where 
by I am chare’d, as might beft reach my Cafe, be- 
fore I have been any way heard, or any jiegal Advice 
has b een as concerning the trueExtent andMean- 
ing of it; contrary, I chink, to jh plain Rules of 
Juftice and Equity in fuch a Caf 
Thefe, Mr. Vicechancellor, are iG the principa al Oc- 
cafions of that Su prize and Complaint which £ at firft 
-mention’d. Not that they all dire@ly affect your 
felves ; ; from whom J am wi illing to hope for no» 
thing but Fairnefs, Juftice and Equity iy but becaufe 


they all. belong tofome Members of ot s Univerfiry. 
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And, for a Conclufion, give me leave to fay, that 
B thefe 
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thefe Matters are of fuch mighty Confequence, they 
are become fo very Publick,and the Fairnefs and Ne-| 
eflity of a folenin Examination are fo generally | 
wn'd by the Arcubifhops and Bifhops, and the reft 
fe learned Men of all Parties who have peru-_ 
y Papers, that if the Proceeding inthis Mar. | 
here be with Hafte, Precipitation, and Severity, 
thofe that act in ic, will not only wound their own 
Confciences, commit an heinous Offence againft 
God, and thereby expofe themfelves to fevere Pu- 
nifhment from his hand, but there will hereby be 
Jaid a lafling, an indelible Blot and Reproach up- 
onthe Univerfity ; as undertaking rafhly and vio- | 
lently to punifh me, before it appears that I am ae | 
All guilry of any Offence to deferve that Punith-. 
ment: While at che fame time I thall not only have 
the Comfort of an innocent Confcience for my Sup- 
port, but fhall alfo have the Expe@ation of {peedy 
Relief and Redrefs from the known Juftice and E- 
guity of thofe who reprefene Her Sacred Majefty in 
Her Courts of Judicature ; to whichin that Cafe I | 
fhall be obliged immediately to appeal. | 
Saving therefore to my felf the liberty of making | 
any other future Exceptions to thefe Proceedings am 
gainft me, The Principal ones that make at pre- 


vw 


fent arethefe: I fay, 


(1.) That I am charged with breaking that 45th | 
Statute which I have been uncapable of breaking, 
becanfe it only concerns fuch publick Univerfity Ex- 
ercifes as I have never perform’d. 

(2.) That the Place where moft of the Words are 
pretended to have been {poken, St. Clements Church, 
sutterly out of the Jurifdidion of the Univerfity, | 
and fo no ways within this Statute. 

(3) That the want of the Specification of the | 
Time, or the too loofe Specification of it, renders | 


moft of the Depofitions of no value. 


(5.) That 
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(4.) That Words charged at fo great a diftance of 
time, cannot be {worn to fo particularly as is necef- 
fary to.affed me. 

(5.) That Words fpoken in private Converfation, 
or at a Coffee-houfe, or [written] in a private 
Letter, can no way be within this Statute. 

(6.) That no Books printed and publifhed at Lon- 
don can be within this Statute. 

(7) That I ought to have been conven’d publick- 
Jy in the Confittory , and Evidence fairly there 
produced again{ft me in an open Court ; and not 
privately in a Chamber been ask’d many enfnaring 
Queftions, with the exclufion of even a fingle 
Friend, who was willing to have been there to af- 
fift and direct me 

(8.) That any prior Determination of the Senfe 
of this Statute, before I] have had Council allowed 

1e, or legal Advice taken about its true extent and 
meaning, is of no Force at all againft me. 

And I defire and demand that ] may have Time 
piven me, and Council allow d me to argne the Va- 
lidity of thefe Exceptions. 


Odob. 25. 1710. 
WiLL.WHISTON. 


N. B. The Record herein referred to about Pro- 
feflor Cartwright,is taken out of Dr. Fuller's Hiftory of 
the Univerfity of Cambridge,Page 142. and runs thus ; 
Whereas it is reported, that Mafter Cartwright, of- 
fering Difputations and Conference, 
touching the Affertions uttered by 
him, and fubfcribed with his hand, 
and that he could not obtain his Re- 
queft therein ; this is to Teftify, that 
in the prefence of us, whofe Names are here under- 
written, and in our hearing, the faid Mr. Cartwrig bt 
twas offered Conference of divers; and namely of 

B 2 


Ann. Reg. Eliz. 2. 
Ann, Dom. 157%, 
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Mr. Dodtor Whitgift, who offered, That if the faid 
Mr. Cartwright would fet down his Affertions in 
writing, and his Reafons unto them, he would an- 


{wer the fame in writing alfo; the which Mafter 


c3 


Cartwright refusd to do. Further, the {aid Dr. 
Whitgife at fuch time as Mr. Cartwright was depri- 
ved of his Lecture, did in our prefence ask the faid 
WM y (* y *hs t 
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vartwrignt, whether he had both publickly, and 
y divers times offer’d the fame Conference 
unto him, by writing, or not: To which Mr. Cart- 
wright aniwered, That he had been fo offered,and 

t he refufed the fame. Moreover the faid Mr. 
Cartwright did never offer any difputation but upon 
thefe Conditions: viz That he might know who 
fhould be his Adverfaries, and who fhould be his 
Judges ; meaning, fuch Judges as he himfelf could 
belt like of. Neither was this kind of Difputation 
deny'd unto him, but only he was required to ob- 
tain Licenfe of che Queens Majefty or the Council, 
becanfe hisAffertions be repugnant to the State of the 
Commonwealth, which may not be called into Que- 
ition by publick Difputation without Licenfe of the 
Prince or his Highnefs’s Council. 


John Whitgift, Vicechancellor, Andrew Pearne. 


‘fohn Mey, William Chadderton. 
Henry Harvey, Edward Hawford, 
Thomas B+=-.- Thomas F - ~», 


[ Note, Dr. Fuller fays? 
that this Inftrument 1s Re-s 
giltred in Cambridge. | ¢ 


When Thad read.and delivered in this Second Pa: 
per, f expected fome Anfwer thereto, and fome legal 
Notice to have been taken of it. Bur all ro no pur- 
pofe: The Torrent was too ftrong tobe ftopp'd by 
any fuch Methods, The Vicechancellor pretended, 
(without 
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(without the leaft regard to what I had faid,) thar 
they were agreed that the Pofitions charged upon 
me were both plainly contrary to the Ghurches 
DoGrine; and were fufficiently prov’d againtt me ; 
and fo they would proceed. I thereupon boldly de- 
fired to know, whether every one there prefent, (fc 
they were then the leaft Number poflible that cou 
a& in fuch a Cafe) had entirely agreed to both the 

Propofitions ? And particularly ask’d Sir fobn Elis’ 
‘Opinion. He anfwer’d, that he agreed that the Pa- 
per deliver'd to me contain’d Doctrines contrary to 
thofe of the Church of England: But whether. they 
had fufficiently prov’d that thofe Dodtrines were 
chargeable upon me, he did not determine, but lef 
that to others. Yet did they proceed as if Sir ‘fobs hac 
equally agreed to both thofe Particulars ; which ‘ti 
certain he did not, and thar he declared he did nor: 
tho he had hardly leave given him to finifh that hisDe- 
claration. Iwas then very gravely and folemnly ad- 
monifhed again by theVicechancellor to leave my Et, 
rors, and return to the Church of England, or elfe 
he let me know, that on Monday at three a Clock, 
they would proceed to execute the Statute againtt 
me}; without the leaft intimation of allowing me {o 
much as one Hours time co anfwer the Charge, 
which not till now was properly delivered to me. 
As to. my defire of Conference and fair Examinatt- 
on, the Vicechancellor faid, that the Regius Profef- 
for might take me to his Lodgings anc difcourfe 
with me if he pleafed; to which no Anfwer was re- 
turned by any Body. The Lady Margares’s Profef{- 
for alfo once upbraided me, as if I denyd things 
there whichelfewhere I afferted; which he look’d on 
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asno Argument of that Sincerity 1 pretena ed to. Up 
on this I openly defir'd not to be mifundertiocd, buc 
that I only requird Legal Proof for what was alledg 
ed again{t me, withour being enfnared by their Que 
ftions, and without affirming or denying any thi 
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my felf about them. Whereupon he faid no more 
of that Matter. And the Regius Profeffor, who un- 
derftood me fo all along, did me the Juftice to put 
that Matter right, and to explain in what Senfeé he 
fuppos'd I did not now own or affert any of the 
things charged upon me. To which I fully affent- 
ed ; and fo that Imputation came to nothing. The 
Margaret Profeffor farther told me, when I infifted 
on Examination before Cenfure, that 1 knew well e- 
nough, that when Hereticks arofe, it was not ufual 
co argue with them, but to quote fome Canon of a 
Council which condemned them, and fo to Anathe- 
matize them immediately. 1 {aid to him; but fup- 
pofe that what I faid about the Apoftolical Contti- 
tutions, ¢c. fhould at laft prove to be true? He re- 
plied , If fo, he would come and heartily beg 
my Pardon. The Matter of Fefus thought time 
might be allowed me for my Anfwer. But fo ear- 
neft and vehement was the Vicechancellor in his 
Proceedings, that all {uch Motions came to nothing. 
The fame Matter of Fe/us alfo ask’d me why I cal- 
led the Conftitutions The mof? Sacred Book of the New 
Teftament ? I anfwered, becaufe they really were 
fo, and were fo efteemed in the firft Ages. J alfo 
faid to him, that they would repent their Severity to 
me: And that if he had been by, when Dr. Smal- 
ridge (who had read my Papers, and of whom I 
believed he had a very good Opinion) and my felf 
lately difcourfed upon thefe Matters, he would 
{carce have been again{t their Examination’ before 
they cenfured me on Account of them. Upon which 
he owned that he had himfelf alfo feen fome of my 
Papers: which I fuppofe was fome time ago, when 
Mr. Hughes, and Mr. Townfend of the fame College 
had the perufal of them; [ mean thofe which con- 
cern the Trinity and Incarnation only. But find- 
ing the Mafter of Sidvey exceeding hot againft me, 


I faid 
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I faid to him, that I believed he had not {ftudied thefe 
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Matters. He grew paflionate, and (aid, 
my Impudence. I faid, I meant particularly as to the 
Conftitutions.- He reply’d, that he had read them; 


bur however that he knew my Affertions were con- 
trary to thofe of the Church of England : Which in- 
deed he all along confin‘d himfelf to : infomuch that 
when on Monday the Vicechancellor had faid, with 
fome Moderation, that my Tenets were Erroneous, 
‘and contrary to the Churches Doétvine, and that there- 
fore I ought to retraét them; and I had reply’d, let 
them be bur once prov’d to be Erroneous, and I was 
moft ready to retraé& them; the Matter of Sidney, at 
whofe Elbow I ftood, told me, they did not mean 
Erroneous, but contrary to the Dotirine of the Church. Nay, 


4 


when I faid to them, Will you condemn or cenfure 
while none either wil, or dare anfwer me? Some- 
body that was offended at thac lait Word, reply d, 
dave? But without any farther Addition. And in- 
deed great Care was all along taken thar the Truth 
or Falfhood of my Do&trines fhould be wholly wav'd, 
and all fet upon their contrariety to thofe of the 
Church of England, without fo much as a pretence 
thar any Body would anfwer the Arguments and Te- 
ftimonies which I had to produce forthem. It was 
once urged, that my affirming the Conftitutions and 
Doétrine of the Apoftles to be Sacred Books of the New 
Teftament, was contrary to the Sixth Article of out 
Church, I defir’d thatArticle might be read: which 
was done by the Mafter of Pembrcke. 1 faid there- 
upon, *Lis plain that this Article owns ‘the prefent 
Sacred Books, being all the Church then knew ; and 
that had they known of more, they would have fet 
them down alfo: but that ’tis not affirmed in thatAr- 
han thofe, and fo my 
Yet did this pafs as 
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ticle that there are no other ¢ 

Affertion is not contary thereto. 
a clear Contradia@ion to it. Andno wonder; when 
in the Paper given me from the Vicechancellor, the 
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very Nicene Creed is it felf quoted as condemning 
my calling God the Father the One God of the Chrifti- 
an Religion, while yet that Creed begins with a di- 
‘ec and folemn. Affirmation of it; J believe in One 
God the Father, Almighty. After all, when the Vice-. 
chancellor perceiv’d that I began to draw fome of 
the Eieads into Arguing and Reafoning about thefe 
Matters, he took one of the Candles himfelf, and 
faying a few things to me about a Recantation, 
hich I deciard I could not make with a fafe Con- 
{ciencé, he faid, he pitied me, and then he fairly 
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conducted me out of the Lodge. .And fo I took m 
leave ; having before hinted to them, that I did not 
4 I » 


defign to wait onthem any more about thefe Mar- 
ters, bue to leave them to do as they pleas’d therein, 
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Which Refolution I kept. till Adonday accordingly, 


. ' gain fummon’d by Mr. 
wood, tO appear the next Day at threea Clock, I 
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miade this Aniwer, That I {aw no occafion for ap= 
pearing any more. However, for fome Reafons, I 


afterward alte:’d my Mind, and came, and appeared 
again on Mendcy,in alower Room of the fame Lodge, 


beiore the Heads, who were now Twelve in Num- 
ber, whofe Names will be fet down prefently. And 
upon Mr. Vicechancellou’s enquiring of me, whether 

difpofed co make a Retradtation of thofe my 
4Frors concerning which he had before admonifhed 
me? Upon Leave given, I read the following Pa- 
per,’ as. my Anfwer; and deliver’d. it in as follows, 


3° 4 4 
CoM; anata: 
Came aipo} 
“ 


icechancelLor, 

Edid not think to have appear’d to Day at all, 
becaufe I underftood that this Meeting was appoint- 
ed only for myRetra@ation; for which I have neither 
had any confiderable 1 ime, nor any proper Motives 
for Conviction afforded me ; and fo to be fure I 
cannot be dilpofed for any fuch thing. Nay, indeed 
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I cannot allow that any Doétrines contrary to thofe 
of the Church of Exgland, and within your Cogni- 
zance by the 4574. Statute, have been Legally prov d 
upon me. However, I have thought fit to appearac- 
cording to the Summons given me Yefterday. What 
I have at prefent to Alledge againft thefe Proceed- 
ings, befides my former Exceptions, is, That the Advice 
for the Study of Divinity quoted again{t me, was writ- 
ten about February 170%. and that the Depofitions 
as to what I faid in St. Clemsent’s Church, belong to 
the Year 1708. andthatif I committed any Offences 
in ‘either Cafe, they are fully and compleatly forgi- 


~ ven by the laft A& of Her Majefty’s moft Gracious, 


General, and Free Pardon: Which therefore I do 
here plead, in Bar to all farther Proceedings, And 
I do think the Moleftation already given me, is Pe. 
nal by that Ad. As to Part of Mr. Thackham’s De- 
pofition, which may feem to be a little later than 
chat Act, it is not at all chare’d uponme in the Paper 
deliver'd to me as the whole Charge againft me ; 
and fo is of no force at all. Andastorhe remaining” 
Charges, that from the other Part of Mr. Thackham’s 
Depofition, is only that I would not ufe a Doxology 
which our Church, I think, never ufes, nor enjoins ; 
and which ftands on the alone Footing of. Dr. Brady 
and Mr. Tate, or fuch-like Private Perfons. And the 
other, concerning the ftiling God the Father the Que 
and Only God, ’tis fo exprefly the Language of our 
Church ia the Nicene Creed, and in the Colle@ for 
the 18th. Sunday after Trinity, that I am furpriz’d ac 
its being in this manner alledg’d againft me, Bue 
fince you have given no time for the Examination of. 
ny Legal Exceptions, nor for my own Anfwer, I 
publickly Proteit againft your Proceedings ; and dee 
fire that my Proteftation may be entred into the Re- 
cords of the Univerfiry. . 
Oéfob. 30. 
1710, 


WILL. WHISTON, 


As 
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Affoon as I had delivered this Paper, and had 
owned to the Vicechancellor that it contained-all 
that TE had to fay at prefenc, I took my, Leave. 
Whereupon, the Vicechancellor andthe Heads foon 
came to 2 Refolution to Banifh or Expelme ; asthe 
following Publick A@ will inform the Reader: A 
crue Copy of which fhall be here fet down. . 


Odober 30th. 1710. 


At a Meeting of Mr. Vicechancellor, and the Heads of 
Colleges in the Univerfity of Cambridge, im theVice~ 
chancellor's Chamber, in King’s College, in the {aid 
Univer fity. 


Whereasit hath been proved before Us, That /77- 
liam Whifton, Mafter of Arts, Mathematick Profef- 
for of this Univerfity, hath afferted and f{pread about 
in Cambridge, fince the 19th. Day of April, 1709. di- 
vers Tenets againit Religion, receivd and eftabliflid 
by Publick Authority in this Realm, contrary to the 
Forty Fifth Statute of this Univerfity ; And whereas 
the faid William Whiffon being required and exhorted 
by Mr. Vicechancellor, to confefs and retract his Er- 
rorand Temerity in fo doing, did refufe to make 
any fuch Confeffion and Retractation ; Icistherefore 
agreed and refolv’d by Us, the Vicechancellor, and 
Heads of Colleges, whofe Names are here under- 
written, that the faid William. Whiffor hath incurred 
the Penalty of the forefaid Stature, and that he be 
Banifhed from this Univerfity according to the Te- 
nor of the fame. C. Roderick, Vicechancellor; fo. 
Ells, Humf. Gower, Hen. Fames, S. Blithe, Fob. Covel, 
to. Balderfton, Gabr. Quadring, Tho. Richardfon, Ch. 
Afhton, Bardfey Fifher, Edw. Lany. Unde venerabilis 
wir Dr. Roderick, Dominus Procancellarius, affidentibus & 
confentientibus fobanne Eliys Milite, Dottore Gower, Do- 
étore Fames, Doétore Blithe, Dottore Covel, Dottore Bal- 
devfton, Dottore Quadring, Dotiore Richardfom, Dodtore 
Afhton, 
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Afvton, Dettore Fifher, Doctore Lany, Collegiorum Pra- 


+. ye Ss Pe y re Lae 7) 4 ‘od ; iad 4 : we 
fettis, fententiam ferendo decrevit, declaravit, & pronune 


ciawit prout fequitur. Im the Name of God, Amen, 
I Gharles Roderick, Vicechancellor of this Univeriity, 
do decree, declare, and pronounce, that Mtr. William 
Whifton, Mathematick Profeflor of this Univerity, 
having afferted and fpread abroad divers Tenets con- 
trary to Religion receiv’d and eftablifh’d by Publick 
Authority in this Realm, hath incurred the Penalty 


“of the Statute, and that he is Banifhed from this 


Univerfity. 
Lata fuit huju{modi fententia per dictum Dominum Pro» 
cancellarium, prafente me Roberto Grove, Not. Pub, 
co» Alma Univerfitatis preditia Regiftrario, 


Now the Reader is here to Obferve, that fince alj 
the Depofitions concerning St. Clement's Church are 
here given up, as being Iong before the 191) of A- 


pril, 1709. the Date for the Act of Parcon: Since . 


the Paflages quoted out of the Advice for the Study of 
Divinity, were written {till earlier ; and there is no 
Pretence of the leatt Evidence that [ any way pub- 
lifh’'d it in Cambridge; and fince one Part of Mr, 
Thackham’s Evidence is made no ufe of at all in this 
Matter, "Tis plain that this Banifhment or Expulfion 
is folely grounded on thefe Three Things. (1.) My 
affirming with our Saviour, St. Pax, 
the Nicene, and all the Original 
Creeds, and moft ancient Fathers, 
tharthe One and Only God of the Chri- 
fliaus, is God the Father. (2.) My Afferting an un- 
doubted Matter of Fact, that the Original Chriftian 
Doxology was not the Common One, but Glory be to 


John XVII, 3. 
t Cor; Vill, -6, 


the Father, through the Son, or, andthe Son, in the Ho- 


ly Ghost. (3.) My Propsfmg to prove that the Con- 
fiitutions and Dottrine of the Apoftles, are Sacred 
Books of the New Teftament ; and the former of 
them, the of? Sacred of the Canonical Books: Which in 

tinie 
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time will appear to be undoubtedly crue alfo. And 
all this is done without the leaft Offer at any Exami- 
nation into the Truth or Falfhood of the fame Affer- 
tions, and fo without knowing whether the whole 
Proceeding be not direaly Fighting againft God, and 
Oppofing and Perfecuting the Gofpel and Religion of Christ 
Fefus. And if it prove fo ac laft, the “Authors had 
need to think of that timely Repentance and Re- 
Capa Aedes y requird at my Hands: Left their 
prefe ent Authority, and Pretence of an Univerfity 
Statute, fhould be too little to excufe them at the 
Day of Judgment. 

But who fhould be the fecret Movers, or what 
fhould be the fecret Reafons why, after fo long a 
Porbearance, the Vicechancellor and the Heads 
fhould all on a fudden, in this violent manner, re- 
folve to Cenfure and Expel me, is too deepa Myfte- 
ry for me authentickly to dive into; and fo I muft 
leave it to another Tribunal. For certainly it could 
not be the Vicechancellor's own Motion originally ; 
fince he had forborn me all along, and was nowin a 
manner out of his Office, and was ever remarkable 
for Caution and Deliberation in all his Proceedings : 
Efpecially when I are that neither himfelf, nor 
indeed the Major Part cf his Affeffors, do ar all pre- 
tend to have pa ticularly Examin’ d the Matters 
themfelves, concerning which they took upon them 
to be Judges; but went plainly at Random, by their 
own Tinterpreration of an Old Statute, to Perfecute 
an In: nocent Perfon for the fake of what they rafhly 
call Orthodoxy. I venture to ftile my felf an Innocent 
Perfon, notwithtta ML their Sentence again{t 
me ; . be -canfe I believe that every one of my Judges 
acqu tits me in his own Confcience, from any bafe or 
finiticr Defign ; and is fatisfy’d, that I did no other 
than what is certainly every Chriftian’s Duty ; vi 
The Declaring plainly what, upon the moft com- 
pleat Examination, I was fatisfy’d were the certain 
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Sraths and Duties of Chriftianity: For which yet, 
_ without fuch Examination, they have now ventur’d 
| to Cenfure and Expel me. Which things I own I 
durft fot have had a Hand in, in any like Cafe, for 
any Confideration whatfocver, But tho’ they were 
my Judges, IT am not theirs; Zo 

their own Master they must Stand or Rom. XIV. m 
fall, And therefore I can: only 

commit my Caufe to God, the juft Judge of all the 


. World, and leave it in his righteous Hands to deter- 
mine between us. However, Ido heartily with and 
hope, that as foon as my Papers are publifh’d, they 
will {till ferioufly confider them, and foberly recon- 
fider this whole Matter ; and that their fincere Re- 


any future Punifhment from God upon them, from 
that God who defireth not the Death of a Sinner, but bis 
Repentance. 

Thus ended this Univerfiry Profecution and Ba- 


nifhment of me;: at leaft, this is all chat has been 
done tll the Date of thefe Papers; without the leaf 


regard to Mr. Lucas’s Statutes, or tomy Mathematick 
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dire& affecting me as Mr. Lucas’s Profeffor: How 


plainly foever they have depriv’d me of that M 


a 
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Right or by Courtefy, [I was entitled to. So I thal 
goon no farther with this Narration. I fay in the 
main, affe@ting me as Mr. Lucas’s Profeffor o 


¢ 
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meaning thereby that I claim ftill, notwithftandine 

this Expulfion or Banifhment, to be Profeflor of the 

Mathematicks of Mr. Lucas’s Foundation ; and have 

. accordingly a juft Right ro the Profits thereof, upon 
7) 
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my Going that Duty by a Deputy, (as my Statutes 
direct on a long Abfence) which I cannor {fo wel 


i 
coin Perfon. Ocherwife, this Expulfion mutt afid 
metentibly enough, in refpe&t of my Maintenance: 
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the Advantages formerly arifing from the Courfes of 
Experiments, to fay nothing of thofe from Teaching 
privately in Cambridge, and the Charges and Lofles 
of a Removal, cannot well be eftimared under 59 /. 
a Year; which is a great Deduction out of @ fmall 
Subfiftence. Nay, there want nor thofe who would 
ftrain this Expulfion from the Univerfiry toa Depri- 
vation, asto my Profefforfhip, and fo would deprive 
me of almoft all,but whatthe Charity and Kindnefs of 
Friends might afford me. Which latt Method of Sup- 
port is alfo by fome envied, and complained of ‘be- 


fore-hand. As if there were no way‘to fatisfy theic 
Zeal againft me, but by feeing me and my Family m- 
duc’d co the urmoft Poverty and Diftrefs, withouta 
Friend to fupport and relieve me. Burbefore I conclude, 
Pcan hardly avoid faying here,that I take the true Or - 
ginal Caufe of this Severity to be plainly this, Thatt 
have written feveral Unan/werable Books ; which are 
therefore a terrible Eye fore to thofe who are more 
concern’d for Modern Orthodoxy, and the preten- 
ded Power of the Church in Controverfies of Faith, 
than for the pure and undefil’d Religion of Chrift Je- : 
fis. So that when it appear’d, as it has done for a 
confiderable time, that none of the Learned could or 
durft undertake the Anfwering me, in the way of 
Reafon, Argument, and Teftimony, This Method of 
Exfnaring me by an Old Statute was thought of. 
And I venture to fay this, the rather becaufe thae 
Open, that Unanfwerable Challenge Imade in the Poff- 
cript of Igwatias to the Orthodox,to fhew but one fin- 
eleCatholick Teftimony before the Daysof Athanafius, 
which affirm’d the Father, Son, and Hely Ghoit to 
be One God, or the One God of the Chriftian Religi- 
on; while I promis’d above an hundred Teftimoniés 
in the fame time, that God the Father was that One 
God, appears to have been the principal Evidence a- 
gainft me, and that which was moft publickly and 
folemnly réad tome by the Mafter of Pembroke, as 
the | 


Seb s Mea ene 


APR END TX. 31 


the main Article of my Charge; and for which 
chiefly, I am Cenfur'd and Expelld. I call it am 
Open and anUnan{werable AAR oe And] nits again 
make it to the whole Body of the Chriffian World ; 
and do venture in the moft folemn manner, to Ap- 
peal to the Confciences of all the truly Learned, 
whether what I have affirm’d on this Head, be noe 
undoubtedly and indifputably true ; and fo whethe 
Jam not Cenfur’d and Expell’d, for owning my felf 
a Chriftian ; nay, I may add, for aflerting the firit 
and moft Fundamental Do@rine of the whole Chri- 
{tian Religion. 1 know this epeated Saunier? 
chi be moft eafily Anfwer'd, in the fame way that 
the former was, by a repeated Cenfure Bor in any 
other way, fam fure it cannot. And if that be a- 
gain putin Pradtice by any fuch-like Body of this 
Charch, I fhall only beg one Favour, That thofe 
who do it, will deal plainly, and declare that they 
are not, nor do pretend to be Christians, but. Adem- 
bers of the Church of England only: Or act leatt, hag 
they are jaft fo far Chriftians, as the Original Do- 
ctrines, and Duties of Chriftianity, are agreeable to 
thofe thatthe XX XIX Articles, the Book of Homi- 
lies, and the Common-Prayer- Book contain, but.n 
farther. And then it will be fome {mall Satisfa@ion 
to have the World know, that as in Popifh Countries 
Chriftianity 1s generally no farther believ'd and o- 
bey'd, than it is agreeable to the Decrees and Pradtt- 
ces of the Church of Rome; fo that in this Prote- 
ftant, this Reform’d Country, the Cafe is the very 
fame.. Only with this Difference, that the former 
pretends to that Infallibility and Dominion over 
Confcience, which the latter difclaims ; and by con- 
fequence, that the latter is, of the two, in this Mate 
ter, the moft plainly unjaft ifiable and inexcufable, 
However, as to my being condemn’d for afierting 
what was undeniable and | unanfwerable, we have 2 
famous Parallel Example intheSacrediHiftory. Porrruly 
jul 
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juft fo ic was in the Cafe of the Protomartyr St. Ste- 
phen, all due Allowance for the great difference of 
the Perfons concern’d, and: of their Circumftances, 
being itili made. For when the Fews were not able 
to refift the Wildom and the Spirit by which 
A& VI 10, — be foake, they drew him into their Con- 
cit hiitory, and Accus’d him there. And 
when they could not find any fair Reply to the force 
of his Reafoning, They were cut to the 
VII. 54. Heart, and gnafbed upon him with their 
Teeth. And immediately, without any 
other Formality of Law, put himtoa 
v.57, 58. violent Death, Then they cried out with 
a loud Voice, and Stopped their Ears, and 
ran npow him with one accord, and cast him 
out of the City, and stoned bim. Whether this Violeace 
towards me, may not end in fome Attempts not very 
different from that Cafe, I cannot tell. However, 
I {hall venture to ufe his dying Petition 

Vv. 60. for all my Perfecutors; Lord, lay not 

this Sin to their Charge. 

But now, if, afrer all, the Reader be defirous to 
know what fort of Aafwer I fhould havemade tothe 
prefent Accufation, had I had competence time al- 
low'd me, I fhall plainly tell him‘in a few Words, I 
intended therein to have ftated fome of my Opinions 
more fully and clearly than the Evidence produc’d 
did inform my Judges: And in order to fhew that 
then they were not fo contrary co the Do@rine and 
Settlement of the Church of England as theydfup- 
pos'd, I defign’d to have infifted on fuch Heads as 


* 
thefe : 


To have fhew’d, 

(r.) That the Proteflant Religion in general, and 
the Church of England in particular, were begun ups 
on this Foor; I mean che Acknowledgment of the 
Churches Errors, and the Attempt for the CorreAion 
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of the fame, even with the Hazard of the very Lives 
themfelves of the Reformers. 

(2:) Fhat they are both built on the Foundation 
of the Holy Scriptures, and moft Primitive Writers ; 
and always own thac all Errors, when difcover’d, 
are to be amended by thofe Original Standards. 

(3.) That all Proteftants, and particularly the 
Members of this Church, do unanimoufly own the 
Fallibilicy of all Councils and Churches ; and fo can- 


not be furpriz’d, if, in Points never yet brought to a 


fair and publick Examination, fome Errors be fup- 
pos'd ftill remaining among them. 

(4.) That accordingly they have generally found 
Reafon to alter their Opinions in feveral Dcétrines 
of Confequence ; as our Church has in particular a- 
bout the Predeftinarian Points: Nay, they have ge- 
nerally, even our Church her felf, found Reafon to 
alter feveral Practices of Confequence alfo, fince the 
time of the Reformation. And fo it can feem no 
Wonder, if there fhould appear Occafion for the 
like farther Enquiries and Alterations at this Day. 

(s.) That in the grand Point before us, that of 
the Trinity ic felf, Our Church fometimes {peaks ac- 
cording to thofe ancient Notions which f advance ; 
nay , commonly Prays and Practifes agreeably 
thereto. So tbat the Corrections I plead for would 
rather be the rendring the Church’s Language and 
Practice all of a Piece, than the entire Subverfion 
and Alteration of the fame. 

(6.) That the moft Learned and Impartial, both 
Papifts and Proteftants, and thofe of our Church in 
particular, have in this laft Age been fore’d to leave 
the vulgar Notions in that Matter, and to come {tall 
nearer and nearer to that moft Primitive and Ratio- 
nal Account whichI plead for. As appears by Era/- 
mus, Grotius, Petavius, Huetiws, Dr. Cudworth, Bp. 
Pearfon, Bp. Bull, the Bp. of Gloucefer, Mr. Locke, 


and many others. So that my Notions are fo far 
from 
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from New, that they are rather the proper and lJaft 
Refult of the Enquiries of the Learned fince the Re- 
formation. : 
(7.), That fince I have taken all along the. moft 
Peaceable, Chriftian , and Inoffenfive Methods of 
bringing thefe Importance Points to a fair Examina- 
tion ; and have ftill laid my Papers before the Go- 
vernors of the Church, and the Learned Members 
of it, for their Confideration, and the neceflary 
Corrections; | have no way offended againft the 
Laws of the Land, or even the Statutes of the Uni- 
verfity, as to their main Defign and Intention ; 
which can never be fuppos'd to be the Punifhment of 
an Honeft and Innocent Man, when in fo fair, qui- 
et, and open a manner, he Propofes Sacred Books, 
Doctrines, and Duties of the Gofpel, to the ferious 
Confideration of the Chriftian World. - However, if 
the Laws of the Kingdom, or Statutes of the Uni- 
verfity be fo Expounded, as to forbid any thing that 
the Laws of God, andof the Gofpel require, I know 
which f am to obey. Whether it be 
right in the fight of God, to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye. For owe 
cannot but [peak the things which we have {een and heard. 
Thefe were fuch Heads as I intended more largely 
and fully to have purfu’d, had I had time allow’d me 
for my Anfwer. But fince I was not afforded thar, 
I fhall wave the farther Profecution of them : And 
conclude, net only withthe Declaration of theRea- 
dinefs of my Submiflion to any Punifiment, which 
my Governors in any fort do Legally infli@ upon 
me; but with my hearty Thanks to the Divine Pro- 
vidence, which has difpos'd of meinto this Kingdom 
of Freedom and Liberty, where ’tis not very much 
that by the Laws can be laid upon me for the fake of 
my Confcience: Where therefore with {mall Legal Ha- 
zard I can greatly promote the true Religion of Chrift 
fus: And that Lam not in Spain or Portugal, or the 
like 
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like Countries, fubjeé& to the Terror of a Popifh In- 
quifition ; wherein the fpeaking or writing a {mall 
Part of what I have here fpoken and written, would 


_certainly have condemned me to a loathfom Dunge- 


on, and to an Ignominious Death. The utmoit Se- 
verities of which I hope I fhould yet, by God's Grace, 
have endur’d, rather than have retracted and renoun- 
ced what, upon fuch full and undoubted Evidence, I 
am entirely fatisfy’d, is part of the Revelation of 


‘God by his Son Chrift Jefus. Jf any Man come to me, 


and hate not his Father, and Mother, and 
Wife, and Children, and Brethren, and Si-  WLuk.XIV.26. 


- feers, yea, and his own Life alfo, He can- 


not be my Difciple. And whofoever doth not bear his 
Crofs, and come after me, cannot be my Difciple. YT End 
the whole with our Saviour’s own Words, which in 
fome {mall degree do now plainly belong to me; 
Bleffed are they which are perfecuted for 

Righteoufnefs fake, for theirs is the Kingdom Matt. V. 10. 
of Heaven. Which Bleffednefs, 1 own I 

had rather have a Share in, than in all the dangerous 
and enfnaring Pomp of this Vain and Tranfitory 
World. 


Decemb. 23. WILL. WHISTON, 
1710; | 
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PROPOSALS 


For Printing by SusscCRiPTION, 


Mr. WHIS TO N’s Colle&tion, 
ENTITULED, 


Primitive Chriflianity Reviv'd : 


In FOUR Volumes, Ofavo : 


CONTAINING, 


YOULL The Epiftles of Ignativs, Bifhop of 
Antioch, in Greek and Englifh ; both according 
to the Larger and Smaller Copies. The Larger 
will be improv’d by the various Readings of a Greek 
MS. now in the Bedleian Library, not hitherto Col- 
fated. ‘The Smaller will be Printed exa@ly from 
the Medicean Copy, as lately tran{crib’d by Profeffor 
Salvinus, and publifhed at Oxford. The Tranflation 
of the Larger is Mr. Wbifton’s ; but review’d by fome 
other of the Learned. That of the Smaller is*the 
Lord Bifhop of Lincoln’s, according to the Gorre@ 
Second Edition ; made ufe of here by his Lordfhip’s 
Permiffion. To this Edition will be prefixed a Pre- 
liminary Differtation upon the fame Epiftles, plainly 
proving, that the Larger Copies are alone the Ge- 
nuine ones, and that the fmaller are no better than 
an Extract out of the fame, made by the Heretick 
Marcellus, or fome of his Followérs in the Fourth 
Century of the Church, 
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VOL. UI. A New Edition of thefe Apofolical 

Constitutions themfelves, in Greck and in Exglifh. The 
_ Greek will be improv’d by the various Readings of 

Two Vienna MSS. not hitherto Collated; both being 

very Valuable, but the one plainly Ineftimable ; and 

{carce Inferior to that Noble one from Crete, whence 

Boviuss and Twrrianus’s, and all our Modern Editi- 
ons are almoft wholly deriv’d ; and which general- 
ly agrees with the fame Crete Copy, and confirms 
it. The Englifh Tranflation is Mr. Wifon's; but re- 

view’d and corre@ted by fome of the beft skill’d in 
the Original Language. ‘To which will be added 
an Englifh Tranflation from the Arabick of the Do- 
Etrine of the Apoftles, which appears to bea Sacred 
- Book of the New Teftament, long loft to the Chri- 
_ ftian Church. 

VOL. IIL An Effay on the Apoftolical Conftitutions. 
Wherein will be clearly prov’d, ‘That thefe Books 
are the moft Sacred Part of the Canonical Scriptures 
of the New Teftament ; and that they were own’d 
as fuch in all the Firft Ages of the Gofpel. To 
_ which will be added an Englifh Tranflation of the 4- 
rabick Copy of the Second Book of Apocryphal 
Efdras. 

VOL. IV. An Account of the Primitive Faith, as 
to the Do@rines of the Trinity and Incarnation ; 
and that in the very Words of the Sacred and moft 
Ancient Writers themfelves ; both in their Originals, 
whether Greek or Latin, and in Englifh. The Tran- 
flation fhall be here alfo Revis’d and -Correé&ted by 
fome of the beft skill in thofe Languages, that the 
Englifob Reader may as fafely as poflible depend up- 
on the fame. Some Notes are alfo added for Ilu- 
{tration, andto obviate the unfair Deductions of the 
| Writers of Controverfy. This was writren firit ; but is 
deferr’d till che laft, that the Governors of the 
Church, and the Learned, may have time to ex- 
amine it more fully before its Publication. : 


To 
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PRQPOSAES 


To all which fhall, in the Firft Volume, be pre- 
fix'd that Large Hiforical Preface, which the Author 
has now publifhed before-hand alfo, for general In- 
formation, and his own Vindication, before he could 
venture to expect a general Reception of thefe*Books 
inthe World. Yet that the Buyer may not pay twice 
for the fame thing, every one that is a Subfcriber 
fhall have the Shilling it coft him allow’d him again, 
at his laft Payment, on the Return of the fame Book. 


Note, That great Care fhall be taken, that the 
Greek and Latin be very Corre@; that the Paper and 
Print be good and fair; and that as little Offence as 
poflible be given in the Language all the way. 


The Price of the Firft Volume will be Five Shil- 
lings : Of the Second Seven Shillings ; Of the Third 
Seven Shillings, or the Two together Fourteen Shil: 
lings : And of the Fourth Five Shillings ; all Perfeé& 
Books of the fame Volume in Sheets; but fo that he 
who Subfcribes for Six Sets, is to have ftill a Seventh 


Grats: And the Bookfellers moreover fhall be al- 


low’d one Shilling in the Pound, for all the Money 
they receive and pay upon this Occafion. 


The prefent Payment upon Subfcription, is Five 
Shillings for the Whole. Which being the Price of 
the Fourth Volume, will be deduéed when itis deli- 
verd ; or the fame will be deliver’d. without any 
Paymentatall.  - 

No Lift, or even Knowledge of the Subfcribers is 
intended: And no mote Books will be Printed than 
are Subf{cribed for ; nor will any Allowance be made 
any Perfons whomfoever, but as is before-mention’d 3 
that the Subfcribers may be fure to have ‘em the 
Cheapetft of all. 
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Each Volume is to be paid for sash on its Delive- 
ry, excepting the laff ; which will be paid for by the 
Subfcription- Money before-hand. 

Subfcriptions will be taken any time between this 
and Candlemas next. 


The Author hopes to have the firft Volume ready 
for the Subfcribers by Adzy-Day next: The Second 
and Third by Mid/ummer; and the Fourth by Aé- 


-chaelmas ee at the fartheft: They being all 


now as good as ready for the PrefS. And the former 
Three Volumes intended for it foon after Candlemas, 
i.e. as foon asthe Number of Subfcribers can be 
known, to determine the Number of the Copies that 
muft be printed for them. 


Tickets with Receipts under the Authot’s ee 
and Seal, will be deliver’d x pon the Payment of th 
Sub{cription- Money, by the Auth [at his Houfe 
in Union Court, neat Ely -Houfe, Holborn, | and by fome 
particular Friends ; and alfo by Mr. Benjamin Tooke, 
atthe Adiddle Temple Gate in Fleetfreet 3 and by Mr. 
‘Fames Knupton, at the Crown in St. Paul’s st 
Yard, London Bookfellers: Which Tickets, when 
producd upon the Publication 6f each P ohiie Swill 
entitle the Bearer to a Book, warp ee to the: Pur- 
port of thefe Propofals, and without apy other 
Trouble or Subfcription. The Author will alfo em- 
ploy fit Perfons, to call at all the Bookfellers Shops 
in London, Oxford and Cambridge, at Candlemas, wih 
hs Ajekets, or BP OES Rs lisa iia ifelves an nd all they 
bf Tolible £ Ei safe e, tof J 12 S , Subleribers if any 
pleafe fo fat to encourage this whole Sy and to 
ares its Publication, as to pay ¢ a vhole Money 
before-hand, they fhall have a Receipt in full ac the 
firtt, and be efteemed by the Author as Benefactors 


to the fame. 
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Note, That thefe Four Volumes, together with the 
fame Author's Sermons and Effays. on feveral Subjeéts, 
contain the whole of his Defigns relating to thefe 
Matters. Which Sermons and Effays are fold by the 
forementiond Mr, Benjamin Tooke, at the Middle-. 
Temple Gate in Fleetftreet ; And by Mr. ‘fames Knap- 
ton, at the Crown in St. Paul's Church- Yard, 
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Vill. Whifton. 
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